



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 09 MAY 2011
PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs Mimi Harker  – Town Mayor




Councillor M. Phillips – Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor Mrs R M Aitken




Councillor Mrs D I Allen




Councillor A. Emmett



Councillor Mrs J. Heydon



Councillors Mrs A. Lamont




Councillor H.G Newton




Councillor A. Seymour



Councillor N. Shepherd



Councillor H. Trevette




Councillor M. Vivis




Councillor Mrs L. Walsh




Councillor A. Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs Janet Wheeler (Town Clerk)



Mrs E. Richardson (Deputy Town Clerk)

Six members of the public attended the meeting.

1.
APOLOGIES:



Councillor MD Lacey
2.
ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR:
The Mayor invited nominations for the election of the Town Mayor for the year 2011-2012.
It was 

Proposed

Councillor Mrs A. Lamont


Seconded 

Councillor H.G Newton
RESOLVED that COUNCILLOR MRS MIMI HARKER be elected TOWN MAYOR for the civic year 2011-2012.
Councillor Phillips thanked all Councillors for their hard work over the term of the last Council. Cllr Harker made a short acceptance speech before awarding Cllr Phillips with his past Mayor’s Badge.
3.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:
The Mayor signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR:
It was

Proposed

Councillor Mrs RM Aitken


Seconded 

Councillor A. Williams
RESOLVED that Councillor Martin Phillips be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the civic year 2011-2012. 
Cllr Andrews-Reading thanked the Councillors for electing him to serve as Deputy Town Mayor.
Items 5 – 8.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES:

Due to the timing of the election, it had not been possible to agree the various Committee appointments prior to the meeting. These appointments will be made at the Planning Meeting to be held on Monday 16 May 2011. 
9.
COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MINUTES:
a) Council Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Phillips


Seconded

Councillor HG Newton
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28 March 2011 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Deputy Mayor.
b) Planning and Footpaths Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Phillips


Seconded

Councillor Mrs DI Allen
(The approval of these Minutes will be deferred until the next Council meeting due to Cllr Phillips only entering this meeting at 7.45pm)
c) Finance and General Purposes Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Phillips


Seconded

Councillor HG Newton
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 18 April 2011 be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.

d) Community Services Committee Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor HG Newton


Seconded

Councillor Mrs RM Aitken
(The approval of these Minutes will be deferred until the next Council meeting due to the fact that Cllr Newton was not a member of this Committee and did not attend this meeting)

10.
PROPOSAL TO BECOME AN ACCOUNTABLE BODY FOR COMMUNITY CHARITIES: Amersham Town Council has been asked to become the accountable body for the St Michael’s Forecourt improvements – part of the Market Town Healthcheck. The project consists of various projects totaling up to £155,000 and so far, the Church have £94,700 commited through various grants. The grant of £40,000 from SEEDA has a stipulation that a tier of local Government must be used as the accountable body. It is legally possible for the Town Council to fulfil this role but, under Section 33 of the VAT Act 1994, we may not be able to claim the 20% VAT on the cost of the project. 
It was






Proposed
Cllr M J Phillips








Seconded
Cllr N. Shepherd

RESOLVED to

Accept the invitation to become the accountable body for this project, subject to due diligence. It was agreed that a legal contract would be drafted and signed to protect the Council from any financial risk. It was also noted that this would cost staff time and therefore other projects would each have to be considered on their individual merit. A letter to the Church and Amersham Action Group would be sent once the final details of the arrangement has been confirmed.
11.
APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT ACCOUNTS FOR MARCH 2011
The draft end of year accounts for March 2011 had been circulated to Councillors before the elections.
It was



Proposed

Councillor MJ Phillips



Seconded

Councillor HG Newton
RESOLVED that the draft 

(i) Income and Expenditure Report period ending 31 March 2011.

(ii) Cash flow as at 31 March 2011
(iii) Balance sheet as at 31 March 2011
(iv) Accounts paid to 31 March 2011.

be approved.

12. 
REINVESTMENT OF THE GUARANTEED INVESTMENT BOND WITH CO-OPERATIVE BANK: 

It was

Proposed

Councillor MJ Phillips

Seconded

Councillor A. Seymour
RESOLVED that 
The sum of £343,985  be re-invested for three months with the Co-operative Bank. It was also agreed that the new Finance Committee would review the market for a better interest rate during this three month period.
13.
TO SIGN THE REVISED LEASE FOR KING GEORGE V HOUSE: 

This was a revised lease that had already been signed at our Council Meeting held on 28 March 2011. Due to a slight inaccuracy, the revised lease now required fresh signatures. 

It was 




Proposed
Councillor HG Newton






Seconded 
Councillor N Shepherd
RESOLVED that

The outgoing Mayor, Councillor MJ Phillips, and the incoming Mayor, Cllr Mrs M. Harker, would sign the revised lease.

14. 
MATTERS FOR REPORT
a) BUCKS CC MATTERS – nothing to report.

b) CDC MATTERS – nothing to report

c) OTHER MATTERS 

Councillors brought up several items which were noted by the Town Clerk. In particular, Cllr Mrs Ros Aitken was concerned about the broken roundabout in the playground. Youths had broken in and were using the metal stakes holding the hazard tape as spears. Cllr Tony Williams offered to send in his tractors to remove the broken equipment immediately. The Clerk stated that this had never been an agenda item and had never been minuted. She could not be sure of the actions taken by her staff until she made some enquiries. However Councillors were concerned about the risk and felt it was serious enough to take immediate action. 

This Council is not allowed to take actions under “Other Matters” unless they are deemed to be an emergency.






                     The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
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