



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 17 MAY 2010
PRESENT:

Councillor M J Phillips – Town Mayor




Councillor M Andrews-Reading – Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor Mrs R M Aitken




Councillor Mrs D I Allen




Councillor Mrs S J Axelby




Councillor Mrs V G Head



Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor H. Maitland-Jones






Councillor H. Newton




Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs Janet Wheeler (Town Clerk)
1.
APOLOGIES:



Councillor E C J Flynn



Councillor Mrs A. Lamont




Councillor R N Williams

2.
ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR:
The Mayor vacated the Chair and the Deputy Mayor invited nominations for the election of the Town Mayor for the year 2010-2011.
It was 

Proposed

Councillor Mrs V G Head


Seconded 

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

RESOLVED that COUNCILLOR MARTIN PHILLIPS be elected TOWN MAYOR for the civic year 2010-2011.
Councillor Phillips thanked Councillors for electing him to serve a second successive term as Mayor of Amersham.

Cllr H. Newton entered the meeting.

3.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:
The Mayor signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR:
It was

Proposed

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones


Seconded 

Councillor Mrs RM Aitken
RESOLVED that Councillor Michael Andrews-Reading be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the civic year 2010-2011. 
Cllr Andrews-Reading thanked the Councillors for electing him to serve a second successive year as Deputy Town Mayor.

5.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES:
It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded 

Councillor Mrs VG Head

RESOLVED that the Standing Committees membership shall be as follows: 

5a) COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP



Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

Councillor Mrs DI Allen

Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Town Mayor)

Councillor S J Axelby

Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor M. King



Councillor Mrs A Lamont



Councillor H Maitland-Jones


Councillor M J Phillips (Town Mayor)



Councillor R N Williams

5b) PLANNING AND FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP


Councillor Mrs DI Allen

Councillor E C J Flynn



Councillor Mrs A Lamont



Councillor M D Lacey



Councillor H G Newton



Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White



Councillor R N Williams

Councillor M Andrews-Reading and M J Phillips being ex-officio members

5c) FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP


Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Town Mayor)

Councillor S J Axelby

Councillor E C J Flynn

Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor M. King



Councillor M D Lacey


Councillor H Maitland-Jones



Councillor H G Newton

Councillor M J Phillips (Town Mayor)



Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White

5d) Personnel Appeals Committee
It was

Proposed

Councillor M Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that the Personnel Appeals Committee should be the Vice Chairman of the Standing Committees.

5e) Disciplinary and Grievance Committee
It was agreed the membership shall be determined as or when required.
5f) Policy Development Group
It was

Proposed

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken



Seconded

Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that the Policy Development Group membership shall be Councillors Mrs V G Head; M King; H G Newton; M J Phillips; A J Weedon; Miss M J White and the Chairman of the F&GP Committee. 

The Council Meeting was adjourned to allow the Standing Committees to conduct the following business.
6a.
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE:
(i) Election of Chairman and (ii) Vice Chairman.

It was

Proposed

Councillor M Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head
RECOMMENDED that 


Councillor Mrs R M Aitken be appointed Chairman



Councillor H Maitland-Jones be appointed Vice Chairman

(iii) Appointment of Heritage Open Day Sub Committee.
It was

Proposed

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken



Seconded 

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading

RECOMMENDED that the Heritage Open Day Sub Committee shall be Councillors Mrs S J Axelby; Mrs V G Head; M King; M J Phillips. 

(iv) Appointment of Carol Service Sub Committee.

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded 

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RECOMMENDED that the Carol Service Sub Committee shall be Councillors M. Andrews-Reading; Mrs A. Lamont; H. Maitland-Jones; M. Phillips and Miss M J White. 
(v) Appointment of Britain in Bloom Sub Committee.

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded 

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RECOMMENDED that the Britain in Bloom Sub Committee shall be Councillors Mrs R M Aitken; Mrs S J Axelby and Mrs A. Lamont. 

6b.
PLANNING AND FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE:
(i) Election of Chairman and (ii) Vice Chairman.

It was

Proposed

Councillor A J Weedon


Seconded

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading
To appoint the Chairman and Vice Chairman at the first Planning meeting due to the enforced absence of Cllr Flynn, the current Planning Chairman. 

6c.
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:
(i) Election of Chairman and (ii) Vice Chairman.

It was

Proposed

Councillor Mrs V G Head



Seconded

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones

RECOMMENDED that 



Councillor M. Andrews-Reading be appointed Chairman



Councillor A J Weedon be appointed Vice Chairman

(iii) Appointment of Establishment Sub Committee.

It was

Proposed

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones


Seconded 

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken
RECOMMENDED that the Establishment Sub Committee shall be Councillors M. Andrews-Reading; Mrs V G Head; H G Newton; M J Phillips and A J Weedon.
(iv) Appointment of Grants Sub Committee.

It was

Proposed

Councillor A J Weedon



Seconded 

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RECOMMENDED that the Grants Sub Committee shall be Councillors M. Andrews-Reading; H. Maitland-Jones; M J Phillips and Miss M J White.

(v) Approval of signatories for the Bank Mandate.

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded 

Councillor A J Weedon

RECOMMENDED that the Bank Mandate should be signed by any two Councillors and the Town Clerk, Mrs J. Wheeler.

(vi) Appointment of Internal Auditor
It was RECOMMENDED to defer the appointment of the Internal Auditor for 2010-2011 as the Finance & General Purposes Committee were due to consider expressions of interest at their next meeting.

The Council reconvened.
7.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:
It was

Proposed

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones



Seconded

Councillor A J Weedon

RESOLVED to approve the appointments made in item 6.

8.
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES:
It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading


Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head
RESOLVED that
The appointments as Town Council representatives to the following organisations be approved: 

Amersham and District Community Association
Councillor M J Phillips
Citizens Advice Bureau



Councillor M J Phillips

Local Area Forum




Councillor Mrs R M Aitken








Councillor Miss M J White

GE Healthcare Liaison Committee


Councillor A J Weedon








Councillor Mrs V G Head

Amersham Common Village Hall


Councillor Mrs R M Aitken





Subject to agreement  Councillor R N Williams

Town and Village Centre Revitalisation

Amersham Action Group (Amersham on the Hill)
Councillor Mrs V G Head

Amersham Old Town




Councillor Mrs S J Axelby

Market Town Healthcheck


Appointment to be made as needed

Youth Centre





Councillor M J Phillips





Subject to agreement  Councillor R N Williams

The Amersham Band




Councillor H. Maitland-Jones

Amersham & Wycombe College Liaison

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken







Councillor Miss M J White

Cllr Mrs V G Head requested that the Town Clerk would write to these organisations to request that the agendas and papers were sent to the appointed Councillors in addition to the Council Office. 

9.
COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MINUTES:
a) Council Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor M D Lacey



Seconded

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 31 March 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor.
b) Planning and Footpaths Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor Miss M J White



Seconded

Councillor H G Newton

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee Meetings held on 12 April and 10 May 2010 be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.
c) Finance and General Purposes Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor M Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 26 April be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.

d) Community Services Committee Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken



Seconded

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 19 April 2010 be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.

e) Extra-ordinary Committee Minutes

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Committee Meeting held on 26 April 2010 be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.

10.
POLICY FOR BANNER CHARGES ON MARKET HALL:
It was

Proposed

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken



Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RESOLVED that the fee for displaying a banner on Market Hall be waived for local charities and non-profit making organisations. The normal fee is £29.95. The policy should only apply to local organisations. 
The second policy decision was DEFERRED until the next meeting of F&GP Committee. The Clerk was asked to gather more information as to the numbers of businesses wanting a banner to advertise Sunday opening and use of the pavement below Market Hall.

11.
BANNER PURCHASE FOR MARKET HALL:
It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

RESOLVED that order be awarded to Fine Signs at a price of £223 + vat (estimate only). The banner would be changed to advertise different Town Council events. Fine Signs would be asked to supply a mock-up for approval. 
12.
PARTNERSHIP WITH AMERSHAM ACTION GROUP TO COMMISSION REPORT:
It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that Amersham Town Council would work in partnership with the Amersham Action Group to commission a report into the re-generation of Amersham on the Hill. The Amersham Action Group would give the Town Council a donation of £7,000 towards the cost of this report. 
13.
RETIREMENT OF MR DES KNOWLES:
It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading



Seconded

Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be asked to write to Mr Knowles to acknowledge over ten years of service to Amersham Town Council and to thank him for his hard work and to thank his wife for her support over this time. 

13a.
MATTERS FOR REPORT:
It was AGREED that the Clerk would prepare a response to the Department of Transport’s Exceptional Hardship Scheme Consultation concerning the proposal for a high speed rail link (HS2) between London and the West Midlands. The Clerk would circulate the draft report but time would be short for comments as the deadline is 20th May 2010. Cllr S J Axelby offered to take the report personally to the Department of Transport. 

Cllr A J Weedon spoke of an area set back from White Lion Road (Latimer Park) where parking was obscuring the footpath. The Clerk was asked to send a message to Chris Schwier at Bucks CC – and a copy to Cllr Phillips.

Cllr S J Axelby asked for a bollard in land accessed by gypsies at the end of Whielden Street. The gypsies had now vacated the site and Chris Schwier was due to make this site more secure. The Clerk was asked to send a message. 
The following item was incorrectly shown on the agenda as being in part two of the meeting where members of the public and press are excluded. 

14.
APPROVAL OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2009:
The following accounts for November and December 2009 had been circulated to Councillors but had not been formally approved. Cllr Andrews-Reading apologised for the error.
It was

Proposed

Councillor A J Weedon



Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RESOLVED that 

(i) Income and Expenditure Report period ending 30 Nov and 31 Dec 2009.

(ii) Cash flow as at 30 Nov and 31 Dev 2009

(iii) Balance sheet as at 30 Nov and 31 Dec 2009

(iv) Accounts paid to 30 Nov and 31 Dec 2009.

be approved.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to 
be confidential.

15. 
REPORT FROM THE WORKING GROUP ON HUNDREDS HOUSE:

The Clerk confirmed the current position. Paradigm Housing Association has indicated that they have another company interested in leasing the property, Hundreds House. They have a preference for a lease deal and would offer a twenty-five year lease for approx. £13 per sq foot. If they do not succeed in leasing the building, they will return to a sale of the freehold and sealed bids will be invited and opened after mid June. 
Most Councillors expressed the view that changing one lease for another was not in the interest of the Town Council. Some Councillors were keen to make a substantial offer and thought this was a great opportunity. Other Councillors expressed concerns on the costs of operating as a landlord and the possibility that the offices could not be leased. 

The Town Clerk was asked to write to Paradigm Housing and the estate agents to state that the Council was not interested in a lease deal but was still interested in the freehold purchase. Ideally a meeting with Paradigm would help the Town Council to answer some of their queries. The Clerk was also asked to gather more detailed costs on the possible purchase. It was however acknowledged that the Clerk is not an expert in real estate and detailed costings may not be possible without the input of a professional who would charge a sum for his work.

It was AGREED that the Working Group would meet in a couple of weeks to review progress.  

16. 
ESSENTIAL CAR USERS ALLOWANCE AS PART OF PENSIONABLE PAY:

The Council agreed unanimously to stand by the decision of the Establishment Committee not to include the Essential Car Users allowance as part of the Clerk’s pensionable pay. 
17. 
REINVESTMENT OF THE GUARANTEED INVESTMENT BOND WITH CO-OPERATIVE BANK: 

It was

Proposed

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading


Seconded

Councillor Mrs V G Head

RESOLVED that 
The sum of £251,766.71 be re-invested for six months with the Co-operative Bank







                     The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
