
AMERSHAM   TOWN   COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 6 AUGUST 2007

PRESENT:

            Councillor J Fage - Chairman





Councillor H Maitland-Jones - Vice Chairman





Councillor M King - Town Mayor

Councillor M Phillips - Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor M Andrews-Reading





Councillor Mrs D I Allen

Councillor H Newton


Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor Mrs B Ottaway

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr D Knowles -Town Clerk

Councillor E Flynn
9.         APOLOGIES              Councillor Mrs L Kimber
10.
MINUTES:

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 2007 were 

Proposed – Councillor Andrews- Reading

Seconded – Councillor Head

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Services Committee held on the 4 June 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
11.
MATTERS ARISING:

The Town Clerk was asked how much has been transferred from surplus general reserve to the street lighting reserve.  Not having the relevant information to hand the Town Clerk agreed to circulate the information once the information had been obtained.


(Post meeting note: at the meeting of 4 June 2007 the draft year end report indicated a general reserve of £266,057, some £116,000 surplus.  Following further scrutiny and amendment the general reserve was actually £100,750, some £50,000 below the accepted normal level of £150,000.  There were therefore no surplus funds for transfer to the streetlighting reserve).
12.
Declarations of Interest

Councillor Ottaway declared a personal interest in minute no 14, Amersham & Wycombe College.
13.
RAANS ROAD STREETLIGHTING

Members considered the Town Clerk’s report on the history of upgrading the lighting 
on Raans Road.

It was

Proposed – Councillor Phillips


Seconded – Councillor Maitland-Jones


Recommended:

The Town Clerk seeks an early contact with the developers of Raans Field for an 
upgrade of the lighting to be installed prior to any work commencing on the grounds 
of traffic and public safety both during and after the development works.

14.
AMERSHAM & WYCOMBE COLLEGE
Members discussed the history of public access to the grounds of the college and because of the legal implications agreed to consider the matter at the end of the meeting, with the press and public excluded
15.
PLATT CEMETERY


The problems associated with the limited space available and residential issues were 
discussed in detail.


Proposed – Councillor Andrews-Reading

Seconded – Councillor Maitland-Jones


Recommended 
(i) Interments in the Platt cemetery shall be restricted to residents of Amersham Old Town or their immediate family (i.e. parents or children) who for 18 months before 
their death lived within 5 miles of Amersham. 
(ii) In respect of all cemeteries residents 50% discounted rate will be not be applicable for the interment of any person who did not live in Amersham prior to their death except where a resident was transferred to a hospital, hospice or residential nursing home.

(iii) Residents of Little Chalfont be granted the residential 50% discount for interments until 31 March 2008.
16. 
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS


            The Town Clerk reported on the Heritage Open Day road closure issues in     
        
 respect of using the Town Police Clause Act.  Chiltern District Council action 


was requested as a matter of urgency.
17.              MATTERS FOR REPORT

a. Britain in Bloom


The Town Clerk reported on the initial comments and reactions of the judges’   
visit on 24 July.  The Town Clerk was asked to pass the Council’s 
congratulations and appreciation to the staff and others who had been 
involved. 

b. Parsonage Wood

      The matter of damage to paths in Parsonage Wood by Amersham Town        
Council tractors and staff was raised.  The Town clerk confirmed that he             
 was 100% confident that Amersham Town Council staff would only access    
 the paths in the recent wet conditions to carry out essential maintenance on     
 safety grounds and that any necessary re-instatement would be carried out.
Resolved that Press and Public be excluded from the following business in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12A on the grounds of confidentiality.

18. 
AMERSHAM & WYCOMBE COLLEGE

              
Members discussed the issues of public access to the college grounds.  The 

Town Clerk was directed to research the matter further.






                          Meeting closed at 8.45pm
…………………………………. Chairman                    …………………………….. Date
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