



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 10 DECEMBER 2007
PRESENT:
            Councillor A J Weedon 



Councillor M Phillips 

Councillor H Maitland-Jones 
Councillor J Fage

Councillor Miss M White

Councillor E C J Flynn


Councillor M Lacey
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk

57.
APOLOGIES: Cllr M Andrews-Reading 




  Cllr Mrs V Head


                          Cllr M King




  Cllr Mrs A Lamont
58.
MINUTES: 


The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 29 October 2007 
were 

Proposed 
Councillor E Flynn





Seconded 
Councillor M Phillips

RESOLVED THAT:


The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 29 October 2007 
be confirmed as true record and signed by the Chairman

59.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Nil

Exclusion of Public and Press
Resolved

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business (Minute No 60) on the 
grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.


60.
SIGNATURE FLOWER BEDS


The Town Clerk outlined the background to the signature flower beds, including their 
constructions and planting for 2007.  The Town Clerk then reported that a number of 
businesses had been approached for sponsorship of the beds by a third party and that 
all money paid for sponsorship had been retained by the third party even though 
Amersham Town Council had not sought sponsorship and had met all the costs for 
planting in 2007.


Following considerable discussion it was




Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded 
Councillor E Flynn


RESOLVED THAT 




(1) The Town Clerk writes to the third party requesting details and an 


explanation.




(2) The Town Clerk writes to the known affected businesses suggesting 


they seek repayment of the payments made to the third party. 




(3) Grants and financial support for the third party be withheld until 


satisfactory accounts showing income and expenditure have been 



received.

The meeting was then declared open for public and press attendance.

            Cllr Newton left the meeting at 8.05pm
61.
FINANCE MATTERS

It was 




Proposed 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones





Seconded
Councillor E Flynn


RECOMMENDED THAT 




(1) Income and Expenditure Report for the period ending 31 October 


2007.




(2) Cash flow as at 31 October 2007.




(3) Balance sheet as at 31 October 2007.




(4) Accounts paid to 31 October 2007.




(5) Internal Audit Report and Town Clerk’s Response
                           
All be accepted and approved

62. 
NEW DEAL FOR BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

The Town Clerk outlined the concepts behind the New Deal for Buckinghamshire and 
drew member’s attention to the Community Services Committee recommendations of 
3 December 2007.

Following discussion it was





Proposed
Councillor M Phillips





Seconded
Councillor E Flynn

RECOMMENDED THAT 

 (i) Discussions be opened with Bucks County Council, Chiltern District Council and neighbouring parish councils for the delegation of appropriate services subject to them being revenue neutral in respect of staff and associated costs

(ii) Councillors submit recommendations to the Town Clerk for services they would wish to see delegated to Amersham Town Council (New Deal for Buckinghamshire Appendix 2 lists services that may be considered).

(iii) Recommendations in (ii) above be submitted to the Policy Development Group in January for consideration by Council on 21 January 2008.

63.
BARN MEADOW IRRIGATION
Members noted the Community Services Committee recommendations and in the absence of any amended quotations being available asked the matter be referred to Council on 21 January 2008
64.
BRITAIN IN BLOOM

The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the Britain in Bloom judges report in 
respect of Community participation and the Community Services Committee 
recommendations of 3 December 2007.
       
Following discussions it was
 



Proposed 
Councillor E Flynn





Seconded
Councillor M Phillips


RECOMMENDED THAT



(i)   An entry is made in the Britain in Bloom 2008.



(ii)  A member of Council be appointed to a Britain in Bloom Working Group.



(iii) Appropriate Community groups and individuals be approached to form a 

       Britain in Bloom working Group. 



(iv) A delegated budget be considered for a Britain in Bloom Working Group,


       if formed.


(v)  Discussions be commenced with Amersham First and Amersham Old 



      Town Business Association with regard to hanging baskets for 2008.

65.
TOWN COUNCIL PROMOTION AND IDENTITY


The Town Clerk reported that it had been suggested the Town Council adopt a 


corporate logo.  The proposal as not approved.
66.
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Town Clerk reported on the Mayor’s proposal that in principle the Mayor’s Meet 


the People event be retitled “Citizen of the Year” and that a presentation take place in 


a public event similar to a scaled down Mayor’s Meet the People.


Following discussion it was suggested that the Mayor provided a more detailed 


proposal for consideration by Council on 21 January 2008.
67.
TWINNING

Members confirmed the Twinning visit policy and that a delegation from Krynica 


Town Council be invited to Amersham in 2008.
68.
CIGARETTE BIN

Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and it was 





Proposed
Councillor M Phillips






Seconded
Councillor J P Fage

RECOMMENDED THAT 

(i) Amersham Town Council fund the supply and installation of a cigarette bin adjacent to but not affixed to the Market Hall.
(ii) Chiltern District Council be asked to arrange the supply and fitting together with routine servicing and emptying.
69.
NOTICE BOARD

Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and viewed sample brochures.
It was agreed that the Town Council notice board adjacent to Gilbey’s be replaced subject to:


(i) confirmation of costs being held until 21 January;



(ii) Amersham Museum agreeing to meet 50% of costs.

70.
WEB SITE

Members considered the Town Clerk’s report on the present web site and ISP provider.  


It was





Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips





Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RECOMMENDED THAT:

The web site be re-designed and hosted by Vision Web Sites.
71. 
GRANTS

Members considered a request for a grant from the Samaritans.  It was agreed that a grant of £250 be paid subject to it being used for local purposes and not remitted to national funding.
72.
MEMORIAL PLAQUE

The Town Clerk reported the Amersham Action Group had arranged a plaque in 


memory of Past Mayor Monica Breadmore and that it was proposed to 


unveil the plaque on a signature flower bed on 11 January.  The Amersham Action 


Group had asked if Amersham Town Council would be willing to meet the cost of 


light refreshments in the Boot & Slipper.

It was agreed that the sum of £100 be donated to the costs of refreshments.
73.
MATTERS FOR REPORT

Martyrs Memorial


Members were advised that following a request by the Amersham Museum a bench 


seat was installed by the Martyrs Memorial.  The Protestant Alliance, as land owners, 


had written to the Town Council asking that a licence be agreed confirming 


Amersham Town Council being responsible for the maintenance and insurance of the 


seat.  Members confirmed that the licence be agreed and signed.
Exclusion of Public and Press
Resolved

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.
74.
BARN MEADOW PROJECT
The Town Clerk provided details of the tenders assessed by Robert Martell & Partners for consultants/specialist service for the Barn Meadow Project.
It was 



Proposed 
Councillor E C Flynn


Seconded 
Councillor M J Phillips
RECOMMENDED THAT

(i)  M K Surveys be appointed to carry out a topographical survey in the sum


     of £790.

(ii) Ian Farmer Associates be appointed to carry out a Soil Investigation and 

     Geotechnical Survey in the sum of £6,683.

(iii) Barker and Steels be appointed to carry out the services of Mechanical and 

      Electrical Consultants subject to demonstrating appropriate resources are 

                  available in the sum of £23,711.

(iv) PEP be appointed to carry out the services of Structural Engineer 

                  Consultant at a rate of 1.85% of contract sum (currently estimated at 

                 £16,650 based on the contract sum of £900,000).
75.

STREET LIGHT DAMAGE
The Town Clerk reported on the resident’s insurance company’s response in declining Amersham Town Council’s claim for damages.
Members noted the comments and directed that insurance of streetlights be re-evaluated.
76.
AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL RESERVES

Members were appraised of the correspondence and comments from Little Chalfont 

Parish Council and also of Little Chalfont Parish Council’s discussions with Chalfont 

St Giles Parish Council.  The Town Clerk tabled a letter for members’ approval to be 


sent to Little Chalfont Parish Council. 

Following further discussion and minor amendment 


It was






Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips






Seconded
Councillor J P Fage


RECOMMENDED THAT


The letter as amended be sent to Little Chalfont Parish Council.

77.
TOWN GUIDE
The Town Clerk outlined the history of the Town Guide production and contract with BPC.  Following debate it was agreed that


(i)   The 2008 Town Guide be the last produced by BPC;


(ii)  The Town Council do not take out an advert;


(iii) Investigation be carried out as to the use of the Town Crest in the publication.
The meeting closed at 21.28
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….







