
AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2007
PRESENT:

Councillor A J Weedon – Chairman



Councillor H Maitland-Jones –Town Mayor
Councillor Miss C A Gibbs – Deputy Town Mayor
Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor M E McCormack

Councillor Miss M J White
Councillor R N Williams



Councillor M J Phillips
Councillor A J H Tate – Vice Chairman

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk

59.
APOLOGIES: Councillor W J Breadmore

 Councillor M King 




 Councillor B J Guest

 Councillor V R Morris




Councillor Mrs B E Dykins
60.
MINUTES: 


The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2006 were:

Proposed 
Councillor R N Williams




Seconded 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED THAT:


The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 11 December 2006 
be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

61.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
62.
FINANCE MATTERS

It was





Proposed
Councillor R N Williams




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RECOMMENDED THAT


(i)
Income & Expenditure to 31 December


(ii)
Cash flow as at 31 December


(iii)
Reserves as at 31 December


(iv)
Balance Sheet as at 31 December


(v)
Account paid to the period 31 December


all be accepted and approved.

63.
ESTABLISHMENT SUB COMMITTEE


The Town Clerk reported on the Establishment Sub Committee recommendations and 
subsequent negotiations with a prospective employee.

It was


Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head




Seconded
Councillor M J Phillips

RECOMMENDED THAT

1. The appointment be made a 12 month contract from 1 April 2007 to 31 March 


    2008;


2. The position be offered to the previous temporary member of staff on a salary 


    marginally greater than that currently being earned;


3. Subject to employment circumstances on 1 April 2008 the appointment be made 


    permanent on salary scale  SCP 17 – 20 (groundsman). 


4. The Town Clerk to negotiate details with the prospective employee.

64.
LITTLE CHALFONT PARISH COUNCIL

Members considered the Chiltern District e-mail of 24 January 2007 10:40 setting out 
proposals for the maintenance and operation of functions and services in Little 
Chalfont from 1 April 2007.


Following debate it was






Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RECOMMENDED 


That subject to written confirmation of acceptance


(i)
Amersham Town Council will carry out the grounds maintenance of 


Westwood Park, Finch Lane, Village Green and Little Chalfont Village 


for the sum of £92190



(ii)
Amersham Town Council will provide admin support for the period of 


1. April – 31 July in respect of bookings of bookings for LCVH and 


Westwood Park in the sum of £6800.



(iii)
Amersham Town Council will continue the maintenance contract for 


the 328 streetlights with G.M. Briton in the sum of £8750.



The total sum due being £107500 p.a.



v)
That to facilitate the 2008/09 budget preparations, an agreement for the 


period commencing 1 April 2008 be reached prior to 30 September 


2007.
65.
BUDGET & PRECEPT 2007/08

The Town Clerk outlined the background as to why the budget approval has 

been delayed and drew members’ attention to the Counsel’s opinion reported by 


Chiltern District Council that had been tabled regarding provision for LCPC year one 

revenue requirements.

The Town Clerk highlighted recent changes to the budget and in particular the 

need for repairs to St Mary’s churchyard wall.


The Town Clerk then demonstrated the effects of the annexation of Little 


Chalfont on the precept and estimated council tax as:


i)
Amersham Town Council with the new boundaries, reduced council 


tax base (Band D equivalents) and no income or expenditure for Little 


Chalfont.



Precept £548 680 (1.4% increase)



Estimated Council Tax £85.73 (a  40.15% increase)



ii)
Amersham Town Council with new boundaries, reduced council tax 


base and income of £107500 from Little Chalfont Parish Council




Precept £441 180 (18.46% reduction)




Estimated Council Tax £68.93 (12.69% increase)


iii)
Amersham Town Council on existing boundaries and Council Tax base 


with an income of £107500 from Little Chalfont Parish Council  (and a 


contingency of £175000 for Little Chalfont).




Precept £616180 (13.88% increase)



Estimated Council tax £69.23 (13.18% increase)



Following debate and consideration of the e-mail from the Head of Chiltern 


District Council Legal Services 



It was






Proposed
Councillor R N Williams





Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones


RECOMMENDED THAT



(i)
The St Mary’s Churchyard wall repairs be met from re-allocation of 


Raans 
Road Streetlighting reserve in the current years budget.


(ii)
Chiltern District Council confirm that the % of council tax collected 
from Amersham residents and Little Chalfont residents in the year 
2007/08 reflects the % of precept paid to each authority, adjustments 
being made if necessary in the second half of payment or the precept in 
2008/09.

(iii)
Written confirmation be received from Chiltern District Council that 
Amersham Town Council’s support for LCPC in 2007/08 will be met in 
the sum of £107 500


iv)
Chiltern District Council be advised that the sum of £107 500 excludes 
all weekend and overtime requirements for inspections of Halls, 
Pavilions and Playgrounds for damage, vandalism or litter collection.


(v)
Amersham Town Council set a precept of £441,180 together with such 
amount as may be set out in the Establishment order by Chiltern 



District Council creating Little Chalfont Parish Council to meet the 
financing of that council in the financial year 2007/08

66.
BENSHEIM TWINNING

(1) Memorabilia
 Following discussion and examination of examples produced by House of Logo 
         

 It was








Proposed 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor Mrs V G Head
RECOMMENDED THAT

(i)
The proposed lapel pins bearing the two town crest as shown in the quotation 
for 250 be commissioned in the sum of £1.75  per unit plus £85 tooling plus 
£10 carriage.

(ii)
The Bensheim Freundeskreis be invited to purchase 50% of the production.


(iii)
The re-sale policy and prices be considered following production.


(2)
Celebration


Members requested that a meeting of the Mayor & Committee Chairman be 
convened to discuss options for a Town Celebration and for proposals to be 
circulated with the Council agenda on 2 March 2007. (Note: The Town Clerk 
will not be available for this meeting or preparation of the recommendations & 
report.)

(3)
Delegation


A delegation of 8 persons maximum be invited from the Bensheim Town 
Council.


(4)
Music Concert


The Town Clerk continues to research the feasibility of a music concert 
featuring the Amersham Band and a choir during the twinning weekend.
67
BARN MEADOW REQUEST FOR CHARITY USE

Members considered the request by the Kings Church for free user of Barn Meadow on 25 March.  It was agreed that free use be granted subject to there being no hindrance or inconvenience to the scheduled football matches and that the King’s Church be advised the Pavilion will not be cleaned after the footballers use, and prior to the use by the King’s Church
68.
MARKET HALL

(i)
Curtains


Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and inspected sample materials



Following debate it was



Proposed
Cllr M J Phillips



Seconded
Councillor Mrs V G Head

RECOMMENDED THAT


The quote from Amersham Interiors in the sum of £7092 for damask dress curtains 
and blinds be accepted subject to alternative colours being considered.


ii)
Banners


The Town Clerk reported on a recent case when a commercial company had, 
as part of their hiring of the Market Hall, a banner displayed on the Market 
Hall East wall in accordance with current council policy.


Following discussion on community events and commercial hirings it was



Proposed
Cllr M E McCormack



Seconded
Cllr M J Phillips



RECOMMENDED THAT



Council policy regarding banners for community events (non-profit) remain 

unchanged.




Where a commercial hirer wishes to display a banner the charge shall be £50 

per day.

69.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Library Hours


The Town Clerk reported on a forthcoming consultation on the proposed reduction in library opening hours as a cost cutting measure

The meeting closed at 20.32
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….
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