
AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 18 JUNE 2007
PRESENT:

Councillor M Andrews-Reading -




Councillor A J Weedon 



Councillor M King – Town Mayor (from 7.33)



Councillor H Maitland-Jones 

Councillor Mrs V G Head (From 7.35)
Councillor M J Phillips - Deputy Mayor
Councillor Miss M J White

Councillor M D Lacey

Councillor J P Fage


Councillor Mrs A Lamont

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk

1.
APOLOGIES: Councillor E C J Flynn
2.
MINUTES: 


The Minutes of the meeting held on 16 April 2007 were:

Proposed 
Councillor A J Weedon




Seconded 
Councillor M J Phillips

RESOLVED THAT:


The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 16 April  2007 
be 
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Weedon declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute 8 (ii) Twinning Society Loan.
Cllr King declared a pecuniary interest in Minute 8 (iv) Twinning travel at public expense for the Mayor. 

Cllr White declared a non – pecuniary interest in minute 6  Market Town Healthcheck.


Cllr Andrews-Reading declared a non pecuniary interest in Minute 14  (3)

Tenders for St Mary’s Churchyard wall repair.

4.
FINANCE MATTERS
The Town Clerk invited questions from members whereupon it was

It was





Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor M J Phillips
RECOMMENDED THAT


i)   Income & Expenditure period ending 31 May 2007



ii)  Cash flow as at 31 May 2007



iii) Reserves as at 31 May 2007



iv)  Balance sheet as at 31 May 2007



v)   Accounts Paid to 31 May 2007



all be accepted and approved.


The Town Clerk reported that the year end statement of accounts had revealed a 
discrepancy which will require further research.  The Town Clerk advised that the 
Statement of Account will be submitted to Council on 9 July.

5.
STREETLIGHTING

Members considered the Community Services Committee recommendation in funding 
of replacement unrepairable street lights.


It was





Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips








Seconded
Councillor M King


RECOMMENDED THAT


The ‘surplus’ funds in the general reserve be transferred to the ‘street-lighting 
maintenance reserve’ to meet potential liabilities for replacement lanterns and/or 
columns.
6.
MARKET TOWN HEALTHCHECK (MTHC)


It was suggested that a number of councillors meet to agree the detailed response to 
the MTHC draft proposals.  It was agreed that Cllrs King, Phillips, Fage, Lamont, 
Head & White should meet with the Town Clerk at 10.00am on 21 June to enable the 
response to be submitted on 22 June.

7.
BRITAIN IN BLOOM

The Town Clerk outlined the progress for both the local competitions and the regional 
Britain in Bloom competition.


Cllr Head suggested that it be recorded that information should not be released to the 
press and public before consideration by Councillors.

It was





Proposed
Councillor M King








Seconded
Councillor J P Fage


RECOMMENDED THAT


Prizes of garden vouchers be awarded for the “Best Window Box/Front Garden”, “Best Allotment” and “Best Pub/Restaurant/Hotel/Commercial Premises Floral Display”. With first Prize £100, Second Prize £50, Third Prize £25.  Total cost of prizes being £525 to be met from the budget provision of £750.
8.
TWINNING
(i) Visitors Programme


The Town Clerk outlined the programme of events for the Bensheim 


delegation between 13-16 July.


It was





Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones








Seconded
Councillor A J Weedon



RECOMMENDED THAT


The programme as outlined be accepted.


(ii)
Amersham-Bensheim Society Loan


Following discussion on the budget and costs for Twinning in 2007-08 


It was





Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head








Seconded
Councillor M J Phillips


RECOMMENDED THAT


The Amersham-Bensheim Society be granted a loan of £250 pending the outcome of 
their EU grant application.


(iii)
Delegation to visit Bensheim

The Town Clerk reported that an invitation had been received for a delegation not 
exceeding  5 people to visit Bensheim from 31 August to 3 
September 2007.  
Following consideration it was agreed that the delegation shall be Cllr King, Cllr 
Weedon, Cllr Fage and Cllr Phillips.
(iv)
Travel at Public Expense

It was




Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head







Seconded
Councillor A J Weedon


RECOMMENDED THAT

The Mayor travels to Bensheim at public expense.

(v)
Production of Anniversary Badge/Logo

The Town Clerk reported that the Mayor had commissioned a stained glass 

panel for presentation to Bensheim.  The proposed design was projected for 

members comment.  The Town Clerk further advised that it was proposed to 

mount the panel in a beech frame and to give each of the items in the panel a 

reference point from the two town crests that a larger version of the twinning 

lapel badge be affixed to the frame.  The costs are £1000 for the glass 


panel and £200 tooling costs + £4.50 per item for the larger version of the 


badge.  Members were advised that the sum of £2000 had been included in the 

budget for 2007/08 to meet the costs of the 30th Anniversary Twinning.


It was



Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones


Seconded
Councillor M J Phillips


RECOMMENDED THAT 


1.
A stained glass panel be approved and costs of £1000 be met from the 


Twinning budget instead of the Mayor’s allowance.


2.
10 larger versions of Twinning lapel badge be commissioned at a cost of £245 

to be met from the Twinning budget.

9.
BARN MEADOW PROJECT

The Town Clerk reported that architect interviews were being arranged by Robert 
Martell to be held on 27 June at 6.30pm.   The Town Clerk advised members that each 
interview would last approximately 30 minutes and be chaired by Robert Martell.  It 
was emphasised that the purpose of the interviews was to identify the architect who 
members felt would best work with the Town Council and produce an acceptable 
design.  The interviews would not be for discussion of detailed design which would be 
held at a later date with community representatives included.


Members raised the matter of discussions with the 61 Youth Club.  It was agreed that 
if the 61 Youth Club wished to meet with the Town Council that Cllrs Fage, King and 
Maitland-Jones should represent the Council.

It was





Proposed
Councillor M King








Seconded
Councillor M J Phillips


RECOMMENDED THAT 

1. The three architects selected by Robert Martell to submit expression of interest be invited for interview. The interviews to be arranged by Robert Martell and to take place on Wednesday 27 June commencing at 6.30pm.

2. Recommendations for the appointment of an architect be submitted to Council on 9  July.

3. A public consultation takes place in the last two weeks of September.

4. Identification of potential stakeholders and co-option to the Policy Development Group for the project to be considered.

10.
QUALITY COUNCIL ACCREDITATION

Members considered the Policy Development Group recommendations.  Cllr 

Maitland-Jones asked what delegated services would Council wish to seek.  The 

Town 
Clerk advised that Amersham Town Council currently do carry out 

some work on 
behalf of Bucks County Council but do not receive payment 

unlike other towns in 
Bucks. 



It was




Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones






Seconded
Councillor M King 



RECOMMENDED THAT 

1. All necessary measures be taken to attain Quality Council status as soon as practically possible.

2. Negotiations be commenced with Bucks County Council for the formalisation and payment for services currently delegated (Raans Field and open spaces grounds maintenance, e.g. sites Boot & Slipper, Station Road, Oakfield Corner and Sycamore Corner).


3.
Amersham Town Council commence negotiations with Bucks County Council 

and Chiltern District Council for an agreement or charter as set out in 


Appendix 2 of the Quality Council Scheme as both a town council and as a 

potential Quality Council.


4.
Members submit suggestions for services to be delegated from BCC and CDC 

to the Town Clerk for consideration by the Policy Development Group on 8 

August

11.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS


Cllr Maitland-Jones asked what had been the effect on the Town Council’s 

finances following the annexation of Little Chalfont.  The Town Clerk advised 

that there had been no information from Chiltern District on the change in 


properties for Council purposes and the effect was as yet unknown.

12. 
MATTERS FOR REPORT
1. Heritage Open Day



Cllr King reported that through the Amersham Museum a replica coin 


maker
would be present on Heritage Open Day and that he had also secured a 

£500 sponsorship for the event.

2. Band Concerts



The Town Clerk reported that the accounts for teas at Memorial 



Garden Band concerts had been received.  These showed a profit to 3 


June of £352.73.

It was





Proposed
Councillor M Andrews-Reading






Seconded
Councillor M King 
Resolved that Press and Public be excluded from the following business  in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12A on the 
grounds of confidentiality. 

13.
LEASES

148 Station Road


Members noted the Town Clerk’s report on progressing the signing of the 


garden lease through the Council’s solicitors.

Bowls Club


The Town Clerk reported on the Bowls Club’s proposals and highlighted the 

security issue and request by the Bowls Club for a 10 year lease instead of the 
proposed 5 years.




It was




Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded
Councillor J P Fage

RECOMMENDED THAT 



A 10 year lease be granted.

14.
TENDERS

1
Hervines Park Pavilion


i)
Flat external door and Pavilion kitchen window.



Having considered the best value, previous work and warranties


It was





Proposed
Councillor M King






Seconded
Councillor  V G Head


RECOMMENDED THAT


The contract to replace the flat’s external doors and pavilion kitchen window 

to be granted to Buckingham Double Glazing Ltd in the sum of £1519 (plus 

VAT)



ii)
Flat internal hall renovation.  



Members were appraised of the cause and need for repairs of 



the damp.



It was






Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips






Seconded
Councillor  M King 

RECOMMENDED THAT 

The necessary repairs be carried out at a cost of £2276 (plus VAT) by 


Adrian Badrick.


2.
Hope Cottage – 147 Station Road


Members were advised that the routine external redecoration was now 


due.



It was






Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips






Seconded
Councillor  M Maitland-Jones



RECOMMENDED THAT 


The external redecoration be carried out by Paul Crook in the sum of 


£990.

3.
St Mary’s Churchyard Wall


The Town Clerk advised members that Amersham Town Council were 


responsible for the maintenance of the churchyard and walls.  The 



Town Clerk explained the specific nature of the work and that Robert 


Martell & Partners had been asked to invite and assess tenders.



It was






Proposed
Councillor M J White






Seconded
A J Weedon



RECOMMENDED THAT 


The contract to repair the wall be granted to Murrell Estates in the sum 


of £6930.

15.
DISPUTED INVOICE

The Town Clerk summarized the events leading to the disputing of an invoice, 
Council’s earlier resolution on payment and drew members attention to the subsequent 
letter from the creditor.


Following discussion on the letter and the acceptance of the payment previously made 
it was agreed there should be no change of Council’s previous resolution and that no 
further payment be made.

16. 
STAFF MATTERS

1.
Secretary/Receptionist Vacancy


The Town Clerk reported on the circumstances of the vacancy and the 


recruitment process taken.


It was






Proposed
Councillor A J Weedon





Seconded
Councillor Mrs A Lamont



RECOMMENDED THAT 


Mrs Powis be offered the position to commence as soon as possible.


2.
OCCUPATION OF RESIDENTIAL PREMISES


Following discussion 



It was






Proposed
Councillor A J Weedon





Seconded
Councillor A J Weedon

Legal advice be sought and cost approval delegates to Mayor & Chairman of Finance 
& General Purposes Committee.
The meeting closed at 21.27
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….
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