
AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 20 AUGUST 2007
PRESENT:

Councillor M Andrews-Reading 




Councillor A J Weedon 



Councillor M King – Town Mayor




Councillor H Maitland-Jones 

Councillor Mrs V G Head 
Councillor Miss M J White

Councillor M D Lacey

Councillor J P Fage


Councillor E C J Flynn


Councillor Mrs A Lamont

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk

17.
APOLOGIES: Councillor M J Phillips - Deputy Mayor

18.
MINUTES: 


The Minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2007 were:

Proposed 
Councillor M J King





Seconded 
Councillor A J Weedon

RESOLVED THAT:


The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 18 June 2007 be 
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.


MATTERS ARISING


The Town Clerk explained that no funds were transferred to the streetlighting account 


on 31 March as the General Reserve was less than the recommended level of reserves. 

19.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Nil
20.
FINANCE MATTERS
The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the calculation of council tax for the year 2007/08 and the figures used for precept and Band D equivalents imposed by Chiltern District Council.  The Town Clerk highlighted the fact that now the correct Band D equivalent figures were known for Amersham, prior to and following the annexation of Little Chalfont, it appears that Amersham  council tax was set £3.31 per Band D equivalent higher than necessary to raise the precept of £441180 and that Little Chalfont council tax was £10.13 too low to raise their precept of £174000.  The total amount overcharged to Amersham was therefore £22,193.  Members noted the verbal report together with the reference to Chiltern District Council Report of 27 February 2007, para 9.
Following explanations from the Town Clerk on how the earmarked reserves were shown in the Income & Expenditure Report it was


It was





Proposed
Councillor M J King




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RECOMMENDED THAT


i)    Income & Expenditure period ending 31 July 2007



ii)   Cash flow as at 31 July 2007



iii)  Balance sheet as at 31 July 2007



iv)  Accounts Paid to 31 July 2007



all be accepted and approved.

21.
MARKET TOWN HEALTHCHECK

The Chairman reported that it was felt that Amersham Town Council’s representative 


to the Market Town Healthcheck (MTHC) should be an elected member of Amersham 


Town Council and that the Council resolution of Minutes No. 24 dated 9 July should 


be rescinded.  The Town Clerk confirmed that in accordance with Standing Order 17 


the necessary written request, signed by five councillors had been received.  The 


Town Clerk explained that with the MTHC draft proposals to be launched on 15 


September to delay the replacement appointment to the next full Council meeting may 

be inconvenient.

It was





Proposed
Councillor J P Fage








Seconded
Councillor M D Lacey

RECOMMENDED THAT


1.
The Council appointment made on 9 July be rescinded;

2.
 Councillor Andrews-Reading be the Council representative to the MTHC;


3. 
Letter of appreciation be sent to Mr R Williams.

22. CHESHAM CHRISTMAS PARTY


The Town Clerk read a letter from the Mayor of Chesham regarding new 


administration arrangements for the Chesham Christmas Party for the Elderly.

It was




Proposed 
Councillor M J King





Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones


RECOMMENDED THAT


A grant of £300 be made.


It was further





Proposed
Councillor  A J Weedon





Seconded
Councillor M D Lacey


RECOMMENDED THAT


Councillor Mrs V G Head be Amersham Town Council’s appointed representative.

23.
2008/09 BUDGET PREPARATIONS

The Town Clerk explained the reasoning to the recommended inflation indices to be


 used in the 2008/09 budget.  It was agreed that for budget purposes the salary index 


should be 3.5% and index for other costs and fees should be 4.5% unless there were 


grounds for a different index on specific items.
24.
ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD WALL

The Town Clerk outlined the issues leading to an amended scope of works and sought 


approval for the increased costs:





Proposed
Councillor M J King








Seconded
Councillor Mrs A Lamont

RECOMMENDED THAT

The quote for repairs by the Murrell Estates in the sum of £10,497 be accepted and 


that works commence immediately on the grounds of public safety.
25.
OUT OF HOURS CALL OUT PAYMENTS

It was





Proposed
Councillor E C Flynn







Seconded
Councillor M J King

RECOMMENDED THAT 

In the event of an out of hours call out the following payments be made to responding staff:
1. Between 5pm – 11.30pm and 6.30am – 8.00am a payment of £30 be made

2. Between 11.30pm – 6.30am a payment of £50 be made
26.
BARN MEADOW PROJECT

Members considered the Policy Development Group recommendations  and

it was





Proposed
Councillor M J King







Seconded
Councillor Miss M J White 


RECOMMENDED THAT 

1. Jane Duncan Architects and Robert Martell be directed to commence a feasibility study to RIBA Stage B.
2. Council formally announce at Heritage Open Day Amersham Town Council’s

proposals to provide a public hall and associated facilities in Barn Meadow.

Members also considered the design and contents of a public questionnaire.  


Amendments to the tabled design were suggested and the Town Council directed to 


seek agreement for the siting of response boxes and questionnaires.
27.
SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS ANNUAL CONFERENCE


It was





Proposed
Councillor M D Lacey






Seconded
Councillor M J King


RECOMMENDED


The Town Clerk attend the SLCC Conference at public expense.

28. 
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS
Heritage Open Day


The Town Clerk explained the problems associated with road closures and the 


difficulty in getting Chiltern District Council to process the procedure.  The 


Town Clerk also reported that Amersham Town Council had been obliged to 


meet the advertising costs this year whereas in previous years Chiltern District 


Council had met this cost as their support for the event.

The Town Clerk was directed to invoice Chiltern District Council for the costs 

incurred by Amersham Town Council for advertising the road closure in local 


papers.

29.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

New Deal for Buckinghamshire Consultation

Members welcomed the opportunity for dialogue and delegation but asked that the 


Document be amended to contain a reference to an inflation indexed payment for 

delegated services.
30.
MATTERS FOR REPORT

The Town Clerk was given approval to submit the Risk Assessment Plan and Tenders 


for Market Hall redecoration to Council on 10 September 2007.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.
31. 
TOWN COUNCIL RESERVES

Following lengthy discussion 

It was






Proposed
Councillor M J King




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RECOMMENDED THAT 
The Town Clerk seeks Counsel’s opinion and guidance from  DCLG.
32.
PAYMENT UNDER DISPUTE

The Town Clerk outlined the history and events leading to the disputed invoice.  
Following discussion 

It was






Proposed
Councillor M D Lacey




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RECOMMENDED THAT

1. The professional qualifications and membership of the claimant be requested in order that the matter might be submitted to the appropriate professional body for comment.
2. The claimant be advised that in the event the information is not provided or there is no response Amersham Town Council will consider the matter closed.

33. 61 YOUTH CLUB (NABC – CLUBS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE)


The Town Clerk reported on the numerous unanswered attempts to contact the 61 
Youth Club chairman to discuss the future of the 61 Youth Club and the lease 

conditions.

It was





Proposed
Councillor E C Flynn





Seconded
Councillor Mrs A Lamont


The 61 Youth Club be offered a renewable 12 month lease with a 3 month 


termination period of notice pending Amersham Town Council’s decisions on the 


Barn Meadow Project.

34. STAFF SALARY


It was





Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded
Councillor J P Fage


RECOMMENDED THAT


The Town Clerk’s recommendations on increasing a staff salary grade be adopted.

35.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT


The Town Clerk reported on the terms and conditions of the present Property 


Management Agency.  It was agreed that an alternative management company be 


considered as and when the current tenancies terminate.
The meeting closed at 21.50
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….
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