



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 20 APRIL 2009 
PRESENT:
            Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Chairman)




Councillor A J Weedon (Vice Chairman)



Councillor M King (Mayor)



Councillor M J Phillips (Deputy Mayor)
Councillor Mrs V Head
Councillor M D Lacey

Councillor Mrs A Lamont


Councillor H Maitland-Jones


Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:
Councillor H G Newton

Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk




Miss A Ayer

79.
APOLOGIES: Councillor E C J Flynn
80.
ABSENT NO APOLOGIES:  Councillor J P Fage

81.
MINUTES: 
The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 16 February 2009 were





Proposed 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded 
Councillor M King

RESOLVED THAT:

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 16 February 2009, be confirmed as true record and signed by the Chairman 
82.
MATTERS ARISING

Nil

83.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Nil   
84.
FINANCE MATTERS    

It was




Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded 
Councillor M J Phillips
RECOMMENDED THAT 




(i) Income & Expenditure Report to 28 February 2009




(ii) Cash Flow as at 28 February 2009



(iii) Balance sheet as at 28 February 2009



(iv) Accounts paid to 28 February 2009
                           
All be accepted and approved
It was
(v) Agreed that Councillor Andrews-Reading carry out the Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit as required by the Audit Annual Return for 2008/09.
(vi) The Town Clerk outlined the timescale for the approval of accounts by Council and it was agreed the annual accounts be approved at an extra-ordinary Council meeting following the F&GP meeting on 8 June 2009.

85.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and the additional information provided by the Town Clerk on road closure management requirements imposed by Buckinghamshire County Council.
The debate included the Town Council’s role in the festivities and lighting, highlighting that the Town Council were merely facilitators and not the lead partner for either Amersham on the Hill or Amersham Old Town.  It was acknowledged that the AAG and Amersham Society were concerned primarily with the festivities and not the wider issue of the lights.

Following discussion the Town Clerk was asked to provide analysis of the lighting  costs to include installation/removal of (a) street light helixes (b) lighting strings on business premises for both Amersham on the Hill and Amersham Old Town together with repair and upgrade proposals for 2009.

It was agreed that a joint press release be agreed with AAG and that Amersham Old Town Business Association be approached for support. It was further agreed that publicity should be given at the Carnival and Heritage Open day to ensure residents are aware of the circumstances.
86.
COUNCILLORS IT SUPPORT
The Town Clerk summarised difficulties experienced by some councillors in opening email attachments from the Town Council.  The costs of securing technical support to overcome these issues and that personal IT equipment was being used for public benefit were highlighted.

It was




Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor M King

RECOMMENDED THAT

The cost of maintaining personal computer and IT equipment used for Council matters be refunded at 25% of the cost to a maximum of £100 per annum subject to the submission of appropriate receipts.

87.
AMERSHAM A’CAPPELLA

Members considered a request for financial assistance from Amersham A’Capella.  Following discussion and comparison with previous support to the Amersham Band 

It was




Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head




Seconded 
Councillor M J Phillips

RECOMMENDED THAT

An interest free loan of £5000 be given repayable over 3 years (as with the Amersham Band) or 5 years subject to appropriate security or underwriting.

88.
AREA ADJACENT TO MEMORIAL GARDENS & ST MARY’S CHURCH ENTRANCE


Members discussed the proposals to improve the area adjacent to the Memorial Gardens by the Amersham Old Town Revite Group.  Attention was drawn to similar proposals for St Michael’s Forecourt by the AAG


It was





Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips





Seconded
Councillor M King


RECOMMENDED THAT


The sum of £4000 be committed from the Revitalisation Reserve fund for each of the revitalisation projects.

89.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


Hire of Market Hall

The Town Clerk drew members attention to the Buckinghamshire County Council hire of Market Hall on 17 March 2009 where access was not gained because of communication failure within Buckinghamshire County Council.  The Town Clerk sought directives on pursuing the hire fee of £18.  It was agreed the hire fee should be pursued.

90.
MATTERS FOR REPORT
i) Twinning – The Town Clerk reported that agreement had been reached with Latimer Place to host a dinner on 12 July and that the official delegation would consist of 3 persons.
ii) Association of Larger Local Councils – The Town Clerk reported that the sum of £277 had been refunded from the assets of the ALLC when wind up proceedings had been completed.

iii) Hervines Park Pavilion Hire – The Town Clerk sought directives on the recovery of hire fee for unused and un-notified cancellation of bookings in November/December 2008.  The Town Clerk was directed to pursue the hire fee payment.

iv) Injury Claim – The Town Clerk reported that a public injury claim had been lodged and forwarded to the insurers.

It was



Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor M King
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS RESOLVED

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to 
be confidential.

91.
ROOKWOOD LODGE
Members considered the request for purchase of additional land at Stanley Hill Cemetery.

It was




Proposed 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor Mrs V G Head

RECOMMENDED THAT

A land valuation be sought for comparison with the price offered.

92.
146 STATION ROAD

The Town Clerk reported that the offer of rental at £16500 pa had been accepted by the tenant
It was




Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded
Councillor M King

RECOMMENDED THAT

The rental be accepted for the period December 2007 to December 2010.

93.
LAND AT STANLEY HILL
The Town Clerk reported on the history and circumstances of the agricultural tenancy of land adjacent to the Stanley Hill Cemetery.

Members considered the Park Superintendent’s proposals of amendments to the lease to ensure access to Willow Wood and development of a ‘Green Burial’ site on the land.

It was




Proposed
Councillor M King




Seconded
Councillor M D Lacey

RECOMMENDED THAT

(i) The area to be included in a replacement agricultural lease be changed to provide
(a) 15’ access track on the western and northern boundaries of the leased area to permit Amersham Town Council maintenance vehicles access to Willow Wood.

(b) An area of approximately 1.5 acres be retained adjacent to Willow Wood for development as a ‘Green Burial’ area.

(c) Protective matting be laid to the eastern boundary of the existing cemetery extension in spring 2010 and stone or rural track be prepared to the northern edge of the leased land to permit funeral cortege access to the proposed Willow Wood burial site.

94.
BARN MEADOW
(i) Village Green Registration
Members considered the legal advice on the Commons Act 2006 and the implications of voluntary registration.  Following debate


It was





Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones





Seconded
Councillor M King


RECOMMENDED THAT

The Town Clerk draft a statement for submission to Council on 11 May and subsequent public release setting out why registration as a Village Green under the Commons Act 2006 should be rejected.

(ii) Barn Meadow Project Fees
Members consider a request for payment of further architectural fees for work on the project. Following debate

It was 


RECOMMENDED THAT


The request for additional payment be refused.
95.
ESTABLISHMENT REVIEW
Members noted the Town Clerk’s verbal report on the attendance, interviews and discussions with the HR Consultant during the period 16-17 April.  Members were advised that further discussions and interviews will take place a future date once the information and facts obtained to date had been assimilated.

The meeting closed at 21.01
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….
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