
AMERSHAM    TOWN    COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE COURT HOUSE, KING GEORGE V ROAD, 

AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY, 12 MARCH
 2007
PRESENT:




Councillor H Maitland-Jones - Town Mayor (in the chair)
Councillor Miss C A Gibbs
Cllr Mrs D I Allen

Councillor Mrs B E Dykins

Councillor B J Guest

Councillor Mrs V G Head 
Councillor M King





Councillor M E McCormack





Councillor V R Morris




Councillor M J Phillips





Councillor J T Ricketts





Councillor D E Rafferty





Councillor A J H Tate





Councillor A J Weedon





Councillor Miss M J White
IN ATTENDANCE:               Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk




Councillor J Warder – Chiltern District Council
49.
APOLOGIES

Councillor J Breadmore





Councillor Mrs G Krendel





Councillor Mrs A Lamont
Councillor Mrs B Ottaway





Councillor R N Williams
50.
MINUTES 

It was






Proposed – Councillor J Ricketts




Seconded – Councillor Mrs V G Head
RESOLVED THAT:

Minutes of the Council meetings held on 22 January 2007 and the extraordinary 


meeting of 12 February be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor.
51.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

Minute 55.  Councillors Rafferty, Weedon and King declared non-pecuniary interest 


in Minute No. 55 being members of the Amersham Bensheim Twinning Association.
52.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS:

Members noted the Mayor’s three engagements and the one engagement of the Deputy 

Mayor in the period 22 January to 12 March 2007.
53.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a) Planning and Footpaths Committee 

It was

Proposed – Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded – Councillor D E Rafferty

  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee 
meetings held on 15 January, 5 February, and 26 February be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.
The Town Clerk sought Members’ further instructions on Minute No. 265 (i) - Removal of unauthorised highway signs and notices – as to whether Amersham Town Council wish to adopt delegated authority for removal of such signs.  Councillor Mrs Head requested the matter be referred to Finance & General Purposes Committee.


(b)
Community Services Committee
It was 

Proposed - Councillor Mrs V G Head




Seconded – Councillor M E McCormack


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Community Services meeting held on 29


January be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.

(c)
Finance & General Purposes Committee


It was

Proposed – Councillor  A J Weedon




Seconded – Councillor B J Guest


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Meeting for 


12 February  be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.



The Town Clerk reported on meetings held to discuss the material for the 



Market Hall curtains, circulating the materials considered.  The Town Clerk 



advised that the Market Hall is scheduled for redecoration in 2007/08 and 



advice from the interior designer was that a neutral colour and pattern would 



provide greater flexibility for decoration over the next 10 – 15 years.  



Councillor Head confirmed and Members noted the material proposed by 


Members who attended the Market Hall meeting with the Town Clerk and the 


interior designer on 6 March.
54.
TWINNING

The Town Clerk drew Members’ attention to the report of a meeting held on 26 


February 2007 reporting that self drive mini bus costs were £120 per day and that the 


Freundeskreis were arriving by coach.

The Town Clerk also reported that the wishes of Bensheim Stadt had been sought as 

to preferred activities/visits.  Councillor Mrs Head requested a further meeting be held 

once a reply from the Stadt had been received. 
Councillor King and Weedon reported on the accommodation status of the 

Freundeskreis members whilst the Town Clerk confirmed that accommodation for the 

Council official guests had been reserved. 

(Post meeting note 1:  On reconfirming the accommodation requirements for the 

official delegation with the Saracen’s Head the Town Clerk was advised that the requested rooms were not available.  Further enquiries with both the Kings Arms and 

Crown Hotel has revealed that there are no facilities available in Amersham for the period 12 – 16 July.)

(Post meeting note 2: Advice was received on 13 March from LGIU that EU 
regulations had been changed and that grants for twinning events for July 2007 were 
available subject to applications being submitted by 31 March 2007.  This information 
was passed to Councillors Weedon and King for Twinning Society action.)
55.
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS

The Town Clerk reported that the auditor has approved the annual statement of 


accounts and that the Annual Return had been signed with ‘no matters to be brought 


to Council’s attention.’
56.
ASSOCIATION OF LARGER LOCAL COUNCILS (ALLC)

The Town Clerk reported that the ALLC was to be wound up with effect from 31 


March 2007 and that a report would be made to Finance & General Purposes 


Committee for consideration.
57.       BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

1. Councillor Allen asked that the matter of bicycle racks in Amersham on the 


Hill be raised with Bucks County Council as there had been no progress over 


the last 18 – 24 months.

2. Councillors Rafferty and Tate asked that a letter be sent to Bucks County Council and Local Area Committee objecting to the unacceptable delay in the traffic lights at Bell Lane becoming operational.

58
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS


Councillor Warder offered apologies for the non-attendance of the Chiltern District 


Council leader Cllr T Dodd and then responded to Members’ questions about waste 


collection, recycling and residents parking.

The meeting closed at 20.15
Chairman ……………………………………   Date ……………………………
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