



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 16 APRIL 2007
PRESENT:

Councillor A J Weedon – Chairman



Councillor H Maitland-Jones –Town Mayor
Councillor Miss C A Gibbs – Deputy Town Mayor
Councillor Mrs B E Dykins

Councillor B J Guest

Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor M King 

Councillor M E McCormack

                                    Councillor V R Morris




Councillor M J Phillips

Councillor A J H Tate
Councillor Miss M J White
Councillor R N Williams – Vice Chairman

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk

70.
APOLOGIES: Councillor W J Breadmore

71.
MINUTES: 


The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2007 were:

Proposed 
Councillor M E McCormack




Seconded 
Councillor R N Williams

RESOLVED THAT:


The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 12 February 2007 
be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

72.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Weedon declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute 74 Twinning Lapel badges and Minute 76 Twinning Grant.
73. FINANCE MATTERS
Following a brief outline of the Month 12 Income and Expenditure report and a report on the retirement and successor of the internal auditor 


It was





Proposed
Councillor M  King




Seconded
Councillor V R Morris
RECOMMENDED THAT


i)   Income & Expenditure period ending 31 March 2007



ii)  Cash flow as at 31 March 2007



iii) Reserves as at 31 March 2007



iv)  Balance sheet as at 31 March 2007



v)   Accounts Paid to 31 March 2007



vi)  Internal Audit –  The Town Clerk to seek a replacement internal auditor


all be accepted and approved.

74.
TWINNING
(i) Programme
Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and asked why a visit to

Hatfield House was not included.  Following discussion it was agreed that 

Bensheim delegation be offered a choice of 
(a) a London visit

(b) Hatfield House or

(c) Warwick Castle.

Members also agreed that the Amersham Bensheim Society should be re-imbursed any costs as a consequence of the Stadt delegation attending the Drake Hall reception on Sunday 15 July.
(ii) Lapel Badges
Following an inspection of the 30th Anniversary lapel badges it was

Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones


RECOMMENDED THAT


the Amersham allocation of 125 badges be gifted to the Amersham Bensheim 

Society.

75.
ASSOCIATION OF LARGER LOCAL COUNCILS (ALLC)

The Town Clerk reported on the winding up of the ALLC and on the alternative

sources of legal advice.


It was





Proposed
Councillor V R Morris




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RECOMMENDED 
(i) Legal advice be obtained as required from South East Employers,
Crutes, SLCC, CDC or such other sources as required.

(ii) Membership of BALC be reviewed in 6 months.
76.
GRANTS

The recommendations of the Grants Sub-Committee were considered and it was





Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded
Councillor Miss C A Gibbs


RECOMMENDED THAT the following grants should be awarded
1)
Good Companions




£150.00


2)
Amersham Hill Cricket Club



£500.00 (one-off for 









 pavilion project)









3)
Voluntary Action




£150

4)
Workaid





£350 (for 










computer software)
5)
Dial – A – Ride




£150


6)
Amersham Bensheim Twinning


£400 (For 30th 








Anniversary celebration)
77.
STANDING ORDERS


Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and 
         
 It was








Proposed 
Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones 
RECOMMENDED THAT
Standing Orders be amended as follows:



1. Committee Membership Standing Order 31 (d), 33 (b) and (d) 

S/O 31 (d) The Mayor and Deputy Mayor be ex-officio members of the Planning & Footpaths Committee and ordinary members of Finance & General Purposes and Community Services

S/O 33 (b) Committee membership of for Finance & General Purposes and Community Services will therefore be 10 members and 12 with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor being ex-officio members Planning & Footpaths Committee.

2   Standing Order 33. Constitution of Committees

The following committees shall be the Standing Committees of the Council:

(a) Finance & General Purposes Committee


Planning & Footpaths Committee



Community Services Committee


   
 (Committee Terms of Reference are attached as Appendix 2 to these Standing 

    
  Orders)

(b) 
Each of the Standing Committees shall consist of 10 members including the 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor but who shall be appointed ex-officio members of 
the Planning & Footpaths Committee.
(c) 
The membership of Standing Committees in (b) above, except Finance & 
General Purposes Committee shall be based on a reasonable geographical 
representation 
and balance of political or minority groupings, which should 
provide for each member to sit on a minimum of two Committees.
(d) 
The membership of the Finance & General Purposes Committee shall be 
Mayor,  Deputy  Mayor, Chairman of Planning and Community Services plus 
6 members to be elected by the whole Council such that any section of 
members should not be unduly over or under represented.


3   Standing Order 34 (g) Community Services Responsibilities


Removal of reference to Little Chalfont Village Hall


ii)   Quorum


       S/O 36 (a) states that a quorum shall be one third (four members). With the

       committee membership reduced to 10 a quorum should remain at more than 3 
       members and 4 would remain the appropriate number


  78.
KING GEORGE V FIELD

Members noted the removal of its charity status requesting the Town Clerk to investigate further to ensure the land cannot be used at any time other than for recreational purposes and submit recommendations to Council in June 2007.

  79.
GRAFFITI REMOVAL/FLOWER BED WATERING

The Town Clerk reported on the instances of graffiti since circulation of the report.  Following discussion on the feasibility and staff availability to offer a service to adjacent parishes it was




Proposed
Councillor V R Morris




Seconded
Councillor M J Phillips

RECOMMENDED THAT


High pressure washers for graffiti removal and flower bed watering be purchased at a 


cost of £2,683.
80.
COUNCIL CALENDAR

It was agreed that the Council meeting scheduled for 16 July be changed to 9 July to 


avoid any conflict with the 30th Twinning Celebrations.

81.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


(1) Unauthorised Signs

The Town Clerk reported that removal of unauthorised signs would not probably 


exceed one hour per week if carried out in conjunction with other duties around the 


town.  Following discussion as to whether Bucks County Council would pay the 


Town Council for the staff time it was





Proposed 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones





Seconded
Councillor Mrs B Dykins


RECOMMENDED THAT


Delegated authority be requested for the removal of unauthorized signs.

82. 
MATTERS FOR REPORT


(1) Internal Audit


The Town Clerk tabled the Internal Audit report which had been received on the 


morning of the meeting suggesting the report be submitted to Council when its 


contents had been studied.


(2) Hanging Basket Grant

The Town Clerk reported that on the morning of the meeting Amersham First had 

sought reassurances on the Hanging Basket grant for 2007/08.  Members agreed that 

the budget approved grant of £1,100 be paid and that Amersham First might request 

assistance from Amersham Town Council if a funding shortfall should arise.
83.
BAND CONCERT CATERING

The Town Clerk reported that Seasons Catering had confirmed Amersham Town 


Council’s conditions for providing refreshments at Band Concerts were acceptable.
It was resolved that Press and Public be excluded from the following business 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12A on the 
grounds of confidentiality. 

84.
LEASES


(i) Daybreak Nurseries

Following discussion on the need to protect the public interest it was





Proposed 
Councillor M J Phillips





Seconded 
Councillor R N Williams


RECOMMENDED THAT


Daybreak Nurseries be requested to accept the licence amending the lease in respect


of the development in the garden of 146/148 Station Road and that the Town 


Council’s costs be borne by the tenant.


(ii) Bowls Club

Following discussion on previous meetings and drafts of the lease it was





Proposed 
Councillor M King





Seconded 
Councillor M E McCormack


RECOMMENDED THAT


Councillors Weedon, Williams and Phillips be authorized to offer the lease as 
amended in the Town Clerk’s report to the Bowls Club.


(iii) Payments under Dispute

The Town Clerk outlined the background to a disputed invoice which had increased 


by 120% since the same service was provided the previous year.


Following discussion it was





Proposed
Councillor Mrs B Dykins





Seconded 
Councillor M J Phillips


RECOMMENDED THAT


The payment be made in the same sum as previously + 20% being the notified 


increase in the hourly rate.
The meeting closed at 21.05
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….
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