AMERSHAM    TOWN    COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE COURT HOUSE, KING GEORGE V ROAD, 

AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY, 9 JULY 2007
PRESENT:




Councillor M J King - Town Mayor (in the chair)
Councillor M J Phillips – Deputy Town Mayor

Cllr Mrs D I Allen

Councillor M Andrews-Reading
Councillor E Flynn
Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor Mrs L Kimber 




Councillor Mrs A Lamont





Councillor H G Newton




Councillor Mrs B Ottaway




Councillor A J Weedon





Councillor Miss M J White
IN ATTENDANCE:               Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk
13
APOLOGIES

Councillor J P Fage
Councillor M D Lacey
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
14.
MINUTES 

It was






Proposed – Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded – Councillor E Flynn
RESOLVED THAT:

Minutes of the Council meetings held on 14 May 2007 be confirmed as a true record 
and signed by the Mayor.
15.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

The Town Clerk advised that whilst officers were not subject to the Code of Conduct 


he wished to declare a personal acquaintance with one of the candidate architects.

There were no other declarations of interest.
16.
MAYOR’S  ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS:

Members noted the Mayor’s 14 engagements  carried out in the period 14 May  to 9 

July 2007 and 2 engagements carried out by the Deputy Mayor.
The Mayor advised Council of the Amersham in Bloom competition winners, the 

prizes for which will be presented at the Carnival.

The Mayor also asked that Councillors confirm with the Town Clerk their availability 

for the Town Council carnival stand.

17.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a) Planning and Footpaths Committee 

It was

Proposed – Councillor Miss M J White




Seconded – Councillor M J Phillips

  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee 
meetings held on 21 May, 11 June, and 2 July 2007 be confirmed and the 
recommendations therein be adopted.

(b)
Community Services Committee
It was 

Proposed - Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded – Councillor Mrs D I Allen


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Community Services meeting held on 4 



June 2007 be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.

(c)
Finance & General Purposes Committee


It was

Proposed – Councillor  M Andrews-Reading




Seconded – Councillor A J Weedon



RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Meeting for 


18 June 2007 be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.

18.
APPOINTMENT TO SUB-COMMITTEE

Following the deferment from the Annual meeting on 14 May it was




Proposed – Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded – Councillor Mrs A Lamont

RESOLVED THAT the membership of the Heritage Open Day Sub-Committee be

Councillors Head, King, Phillips and Ottaway


And the membership of the Carol Service Sub Committee be


Councillors Andrews-Reading, Lamont, White and Maitland-Jones.

19.
POLICY DEVELOPMENT GROUP

It was


Proposed – Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded – Councillor M J Phillips

RESOLVED THAT the Policy Development Group membership be

Councillors King and White (Amersham Old Town), Councillors Head and Newton 
(Amersham on the Hill), Councillors Weedon (Amersham Common), Councillor 


Phillips ( Weedon Hill) and Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Councillor 


M Andrews-Reading.

20.
ACCOUNTS ANNUAL RETURN AND REPORT

The Town Clerk confirmed that the figures previously circulated for the Annual 


Return were correct and the Audit had been arranged for 10 September with public 


inspection of the accounts from 10 August 2007.

It was


Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading




Seconded – Councillor E Flynn

RESOLVED THAT the Annual Return and Report be accepted.
21.
BARN MEADOW PROJECT

Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and the recommendations therein.


Councillors Head and Allen queried why a public consultation should take place on 


Heritage Open Day and when and who would approve the questionnaire.  Councillors 


Head and Allen also stated that the issue had not been considered by Council 


particularly the matter of a Town Council office.  Councillor Phillips advised that the 


matter had been considered a number of times over recent years and had been 


included in the Mayor’s Report to the Annual Town Meeting on 5 March 2007.


Councillor Andrews-Reading remarked that there appeared to have been little progress 


over recent years and would regret missing the opportunity to obtain public comments 


at Heritage Open Day.


Councillor Head responded that Council had not progressed the matter prior to the 


elections because of the issues surrounding Little Chalfont and the wish to leave the 


matter for a new council following the 2007 elections.


Councillor Allen stated that she could not vote on the matter since it had not been 

discussed by Council and that her abstention be recorded.

It was


Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading





Seconded – Councillor Mrs L Kimber


RESOLVED

1. Jane Duncan Architects be appointed to RIBA Stage B.

2. Policy Development Group meet with the Architects and 

      Project Manager to determine scope and questionnaire with

      A view to launch on Heritage Open Day on 9 September.

22.
BENSHEIM TWINNING VISIT

Official Delegation Programme


The Town Clerk outlined the changes to the delegation’s programme including the 


visit to Woodrow High House.


Amersham Bensheim Society Support

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Mayor had secured sponsorship OF £650 for 

the catering of the Amersham-Bensheim Reception and that further support from the 

Town Council will not now be required.
23.
KRYNICA TWINNING VISIT

The Town Clerk sought confirmation that Councillor Maitland-Jones should be the 


Amersham Town Council official delegate to attend the Krynica International Music 


Festival from 15 – 19 August.  It was further requested that travel costs be clarified.


The Mayor offered to meet Councillor Maitland-Jones’ air fare from his Mayoral 


Allowance rather than the use of public funds.  Councillor Andrews-Reading sought 


clarification on the purpose and amount of the Mayoral Allowance.  The Town Clerk 


advised that the allowance was to meet expenses incurred by virtue of holding the 


office and that the amount was £3,000 having been increased from £1,000 in 2005.

It was


Proposed – Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded – Councillor Mrs D I Allen


that Councillor Maitland-Jones attend the Krynica Music Festival and that the travel 


be at public expense.


The motion being put to the vote was lost, whereupon the Mayor, having sole control 


of the Mayor’s Allowance confirmed he would meet the cost of Councillor Maitland-


Jones’ air fare to Krynica.

24.
APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES


The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the deferred appointments to outside 


bodies.  The following appointments were confirmed:

Amersham & District Residents Association:
Councillor Phillips

Citizens Advice Bureau:



Councillor Newton to confirm

Market Town Healthcheck:



Mr Richard Williams


Chiltern Community Partnership:


Councillor Miss White


Chiltern Racial Equality Council:


Councillor Mrs V G Head

25.
Buckinghamshire County Council Matters
1. Footpath 48 – Dog Waste Bin


Following discussion it was





Proposed – Councillor Mrs D I Allen





Seconded – Councillor Andrews-Reading


That Amersham Town Council fund the provision and servicing of a dog 


waste bin in Footpath 48.

2. Cycle Racks


The Town Clerk reported that cycle racks would be provided by Chiltern 


District Council as part of the Market road barriers upgrade.  Councillor Allen 


stated this was unacceptable and inadequate as the matter had been under 


negotiation for some three years.  The Town Clerk was directed to seek further 


action.

26. MATTERS FOR REPORT
1. Scouts Flower Bed
      The Town Clerk read a letter of appreciation from the Scouts in respect of the 


floral display marking their Centenary.

2. Property Management Services

The Town clerk was given approval to carry out a review of the property 


management services for the lettings of Council’s residential properties.
The meeting closed at 20.40
Chairman ……………………………………   Date ……………………………
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