



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT THE COURT HOUSE. KING GEORGE V ROAD

AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 21 JANUARY 2008

PRESENT:

Councillor M J King – Town Mayor (in the chair)




Councillor M J Phillips – Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor Mrs D Allen



Councillor J P Fage




Councillor E Flynn




Councillor Mrs V G Head




Councillor Mrs A Lamont




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor Mrs B Ottaway




Councillor A J Weedon




Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mr D Knowles

56. APOLOGIES:
Councillor M Andrews-Reading




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor L Kimber

57. MINUTES:
      It was

              

Proposed- Councillor M Phillips




Seconded – Councillor E Flynn

      RESOLVED that

      Minutes of the Council meetings held on19 November 2007 be confirmed as a 
      true record and signed by the Mayor.

58.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

       Cllr Allen declared a non pecuniary interest in Minute no 66 (Raans Field).

59.  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS

       Members noted the Mayor’s twelve engagements carried out in the period 20 

       November 2007 to 21 January 2008 and the five engagements carried out by the 
       Deputy Mayor in the same period.

60.  MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

      (a)

Planning and Footpaths Committee



It was 

Proposed – Councillor Miss M J White

   



Seconded – Councillor A Weedon

      RESOLVED that

      The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee Held on 26 November, 17     
      December 2007 and 14 January 2008 be confirmed and recommendations therein 
      be adopted.

     (b)

Community Services Committee



It was

Proposed – Councillor J Fage





Seconded – Councillor M Phillips

      RESOLVED that 
      The Minutes of the Community Services Committee |Meeting held on 3 December 
      2007 be confirmed and recommendations therein be adopted.

    (c)

Finance and General Purposes Committee


It was 

Proposed – Councillor A Weedon


  


Seconded – Councillor E Flynn

RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Meeting held on 10 December 2007  
be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.

61.  BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

      The Chairman of Bucks County Council, Cllr P Wilkinson reported that the Bucks 
      County Council central government grant had been lower than most other regions 
      of the country and the council tax for 2008/09 will in the order 4.5% higher than 
      2007/08.  Cllr Wilkinson also advised on improvements to High Way Funding and 
      spoke of Local Area Agreement consultation, joint committee on health and 

      social services and the transfer of police from Amersham to Wycombe.  Cllr 

      Wilkinson then answered questions from councillors on a variety of issues.
62.  BRITAIN IN BLOOM

      It was agreed that Cllr Phillips should be the Town Council representative to a 
      proposed Britain in Bloom Working Group.
63.  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

       The Town Clerk advised that the anticipated status report on the fittings and 

       equipment was not available but would be circulated on is receipt.

       The Mayor reported that he had received promises of funding for 2008 Christmas 
       lights from a number of retailers and businesses and that a method of receiving          
       and banking the funds was necessary.  The Town Clerk suggested that Amersham 
       Town Council might be used as interim holder of funds.

       It was confirmed that the Amersham Society were willing to co-ordinate     
   
       Christmas lights in Amersham Old Town and Amersham-on the-Hill, but not any   
        festivals or late night shopping.  Following further discussion it was agreed that    
       Cllrs King and Phillip should liaise with the Amersham Society and other  
    
        interested parties to find a way forward.

64.   YOUTH COUNCIL

        In recognition of the financial support given by the Town Council, members of 
        the Amersham Youth Council gave a presentation and photograph slide show   
        of their recent visit to Bensheim and European Central Bank in Frankfurt.
65.  CALENDAR 2008/09

        The proposed calendar of meeting and events for 2009/09 was accepted.

66.   RAANS FIELD

        Members noted the letter from Cala Homes regarding Raans Field development.  
        The Town Clerk was asked to raise the issues of responsibility for future 
    
        maintenance of a children’s playground and estate street lights together with 
     
        confirmations of providing a street light upgrade on Raans Road and location of  
        the speed table.

67.  NEW DEAL FOR BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

       It was agreed that Cllr Phillips should join the Town Clerk at the meeting with 
       Bucks County Council and Chiltern District Council officers for preliminary 
     
      discussions on devolving services to Amersham Town Council.  It was further 
      agreed that services that might be considered should include minor highway 
     
      repairs, graffiti and some areas of grounds maintenance.

68.  CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS

      Drink Designation Order – Roundwood Road

      The Town Clerk reported that Chiltern District Council has asked if Amersham 
      Town Council would install the Drink Designation Order signs (approximately 20) 
      in addition to meeting 50% of the cost of the signs.

      The Town Clerk was instructed to confirm with Chiltern District Council that the 
      Town Council would meet 50% of both purchases and installation costs, provided 
      Chiltern District Council meet the other 50% of both costs.

69.   MATTERS FOR REPORT

1. The Town Clerk reported letters of appreciation had been received from Shed@thepark and Amersham Action Group for the financial support from Amersham Town Council.

2. Barn Meadow - The Town Clerk advised that topographical, soil and noise surveys will be carried out at Barn Meadow over the next two weeks.
    
 It was resolved that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following 
items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt 
information, stated to be confidential.


70. RECRUITMENT OF GROUNDSMAN

                 The Town Clerk briefed members on the forthcoming grounds staff changes and 
     the requirement for a recruitment process.


     It was 

   




Proposed Councillor E Flynn

     




Seconded Councillor M Phillips


     RESOLVED that 

                 Recruitment for a six month temporary grounds man is initiated for employment to 
     commence 1 April 2008 with the possibility of the appointment becoming 
    
     permanent once staff establishment and requirement on 30 September 2008 are 
     known.


71. AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCI RESERVES


      Following extensive discussions it was resolved that- 

1. The Town Clerk writes to Little Chalfont Parish Council outlining Amersham Town Council’s sources and content of legal advice.
2. The Town Clerk to reply to Little Chalfont Parish Council’s letter of 12 July 2007.

3. Cllrs Fage, Newton and Weedon meet with the Town Clerk on 23 January 2008 prior to a meeting with Little Chalfont Parish Council on 28 January 2008.

4. Cllrs Fage, Newton and Weedon brief Council at 7pm prior to Community Services meeting on 28 January 2008.

5. An extraordinary Council meeting be convened to follow the Finance and General Purposes Meeting on 11 February 2008 to consider a budget for 2008/09, with a further extraordinary meeting to be called on 18 February 2008 if a decision cannot be made on 11 February 2008.








The meeting closed at 21 .53

      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….
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