
AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT THE COURT HOUSE KING GEORGE V ROAD

AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 28 JULY 2008

PRESENT:

Councillor M J King – Town Mayor (in the chair)




Councillor M J Phillips – Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor Mrs D Allen



Councillor M Andrews-Reading




Councillor Mrs R M Aitken



Councillor E Flynn




Councillor Mrs V G Head




Councillor M D Lacey



Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor Mrs B Ottaway




Councillor A J Weedon




Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mr D Knowles

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Fage and Lamont
28.
BARN MEADOW PROJECT
Members considered the previously circulated report on the public comments arising from the 4 exhibitions held in June/July.

Councillor Maitland-Jones stated that he believed in view of the public comments Council should de-couple the 4 separate elements and reconsider the project.

Councillor Weedon summarised his thoughts on the 4 elements remarking that Amersham Town Council had the legal powers to support a youth facility, the existing pavilion could be extended and modernised to meet Sport England standards, community halls do not make any profit and would not wish to see Amersham Town Council responsible for a large financial deficit and sale of the properties to fund the project would remove the income source that currently pays for the Council Offices net.
Councillor White highlighted planning issues and said there are 3 accessible halls in Amersham Old Town and there are 14 halls in the Amersham Town Council area which have a capacity of 100 plus.  The PPG17 Torkilsden Barclay Audit did identify the need for halls in the Old Town, it also identified a shortage of open recreational space which Amersham Town Council were the principal supplier.  Councillor White hoped that the Town Council would be able to keep adequate funds to provide further recreation open space.

Councillor Allen stated that she was a representative member for Amersham Old Town Ward to put forward thoughts of the electors.  The Public Meeting in March left a feeling of what the Old Town residents wanted – which was substantiated by comments from the exhibitions.  Councillor Allen stated that she believed residents only wanted a secure and independent fixture for the 61 Club, they did not want a loss of amenity space, they don’t want the view of The Maltings spoilt, they don’t want car parking on Barn Meadow, they don’t want extra traffic, congestion or disturbance, they do not want to pay for the proposals and they though that the Town Council Offices could be within Chiltern District Council offices.  Councillor Allen also remarked that the project has no business plan and that Market Hall could be adapted with an external lift to provide disabled access.  When asked by residents ‘what is the hidden agenda’, she could only report that she didn’t know.  Responding to Councillor Andrews-Reading, she said ‘I am not privy to the inner workings of this Council’.
Councillor Allen refused to sit and be silent stating that she would have her say and continued to speak.  Councillor Allen then sat down for the vote.

Councillor Head expressed the opinion that public comment slips were a good indication of public views and that the Town Council should proceed with an open mind to provide support for 61 Youth Club an upgrade of the sports pavilion and that there are sufficient public halls available.
Councillor Andrews-Reading remarked that it was difficult to disagree with previous comments through a long complex history of the project.  Councillor Andrews-Reading welcomed the opportunity to confirm that no decisions had been made and none would be made behind closed door.

It was then



Proposed by Councillor Andrews-Reading

that:

This Council formally receives the public comments, thanks all those in arranging and attending the recent exhibitions, including those who
 provided responses and asks the Barn Meadow Working Group to meet as a matter of priority in order to consider the situation and make further recommendations to full Council.




 Which was:

Seconded Councillor Lacey
Prior to the vote being taken Councillor Allen rose to speak whereupon the Mayor asked that she sit and remain silent until the vote had been taken. Councillor Allen refused to sit and be silent stating that she would have her say and continue to speak during which she claimed there is a clique of councillors who are making Council Policy decisions”.  Councillor Allen then sat down.

The vote on the motion proposed by Councillor Andrews-Reading was then  
seconded Councillor Lacey 
which was accepted by 9 votes to 1 against with 3 abstensions.
The Mayor then declared the meeting closed at 20.24
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