



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT THE COURT HOUSE. KING GEORGE V ROAD

AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 31 MARCH 2008

PRESENT:

Councillor M J King – Town Mayor (in the chair)




Councillor M J Phillips – Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor Mrs D Allen



Councillor M Andrews-Reading




Councillor J P Fage




Councillor E Flynn




Councillor Mrs V G Head




Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor Mrs A Lamont




Councillor H Maitland-Jones



Councillor H Newton




Councillor A J Weedon




Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Councillor J Warder (Leader, Chiltern District Council)

                          
Mr D Knowles

72. APOLOGIES:
Councillor Mrs B Ottaway
73. MINUTES:
      It was

              

Proposed - Councillor E Flynn



Seconded – Councillor M Phillips
      RESOLVED that

      Minutes of the Council meeting held on 21 January 2008 be confirmed and the 
      extra-ordinary Council meeting held on 11 February 2008 be confirmed as a  
      
      true record and signed by the Mayor.

      It was further 



Proposed – Councillor M Andrews- Reading


Seconded – Councillor J Fage

     RESOLVED that 

     Minute 74 of the Meeting held on 11 February 2008 be amended to include

     “Item 3 – The balance of the account budget for the Citizen of the Year 


      in 2007/08 (£1250) be carried forward to the financial year 2008/09 to 


      cover the costs of the 2007/08 Awards”.
74.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

       Nil
75.  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS

       Members noted the Mayor’s five engagements and the Deputy Mayor’s five 
  
       engagements in the period 26 January to 31 March 2008.
       The Mayor then announced the following events

1. Talk on the EU Lisbon Treaty by Michael Gahler MEP in Chiltern District Council chamber on 10 April 2008.

2. Fund raising ‘Elvis Night’ at the Chiltern Rugby Club on 19 April 2008 with funds for Woodrow High House.

3. May Fayre with a variety of charity activities and presentation of the Citizen of the Year Award at Chiltern Rugby Club on 5 May 2008.

76.  MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

      (a)

Planning and Footpaths Committee



It was 

Proposed – Councillor Miss M J White

   



Seconded – Councillor A Weedon

      RESOLVED that

      The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee Held on 4 February, 25  
      February and 17 March 2008 be confirmed and recommendations therein 
      
      be adopted.

      The Town Clerk was asked to pursue the reinstatement of Footpath no 2 through  
      Rectory Wood.

     (b)

Community Services Committee



It was

Proposed – Councillor J Fage





Seconded – Councillor M Andrews-Reading

      RESOLVED that 
      The Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 28 January
      2008 be confirmed and recommendations therein be adopted.

    (c)

Finance and General Purposes Committee


It was 

Proposed – Councillor A Weedon


  


Seconded – Councillor M Phillips
     RESOLVED that

     The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Meeting held on 11 February   
     2008 be confirmed and the recommendations therein be adopted.

      Councillor Andrews-Reading asked that his appreciation be recorded for 
  
      Councillor Weedon taking over F & GP Committee chairmanship in his absence.  
      Councillor Andrews-Reading also asked members to note the attempts to arrange a 
      meeting with the Amersham First chairman were still ongoing.

77.  BY- ELECTION
      The Town Clerk advised members that as a consequence of a by-election being  
      called to fill the casual vacancy, the cost to the Town Council will be in the order 
      of £1600-£1800.  The Town Clerk sought member’s directives on the issue of poll 
      cards for the by-election at a further cost of approximately £450.


It was 

 


Proposed – Councillor M Andrews- Reading 

 


Seconded – Councillor E Flynn

     RESOLVED that

     Poll cards not be issued
78.  BARN MEADOW PROJECT
      Members considered the Town Clerks report and discussed aspects of the project 
      both historically, current and for the future.  The Town Clerk responded to 
   
      questions on the survey form content and corrected members misunderstanding 
      that the survey was in support of an earlier lottery application.  Members  
   
      expressed a range of views on the project and requested the Town Clerk to 
 
      produce a comprehensive report on the history of the project to date, together 
      
      with detailed capital and revenue finance assessment.
                             It was 
                          
     Proposed – Councillor M Andrews – Reading

                                         Seconded – Councillor Mrs V Head

     RESOLVED that 

     An extra-ordinary council meeting be convened as soon as practical after the Town 
     Clerk had compiled the report which members had requested. 

     The Town Clerk then responded to members questions on public presence and 
 
     participation in council meetings
79.  MARKET HALL
       The Town Clerk reported on a recent visit to the Phoenix Centre in Sandwich and 
       the operation of an air source heat pump.  Members were advised that the listed 
       building officer had visited the Market Hall and confirmed verbally that the 
  
       installation of an air source heat pump would be acceptable subject to a formal 
       application.  The Town Clerk sought council approval for the installation to 
 
       proceed.
                
It was




Proposed – Councillor Mrs V Head




Seconded – Councillor M Andrews-Reading

     RESOLVED that

1. One air source heat pump be installed in the Market Hall with an option on a second if necessary to achieve optimum performance.

2. The sum of £5500 be carried forward from the 2007/08 revenue Property and Repairs fund to the 2009/09 budget.
80.   LITTLE CHALFONT GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
        Members noted the Little Chalfont Parish Council Proposals for grounds 
 
        maintenance and the exclusion of any responsibilities for the Village Hall
        

It was 




Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading




Seconded – Councillor A Weedon

      RESOLVED that

      The proposals for grounds maintenance in Little Chalfont submitted by Little  
  
      Chalfont Parish Council be accepted.
81.  CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS
1. Graffiti The Town Clerk advised members that Chiltern District Council have now appointed a contractor authorised to remove graffiti from the green telecom boxes around the district.  The Town Clerk advised members to provide location details of any boxes that were in need of cleaning.
2. Councillor Warder – CDC Leader Cllr Warder, having been invited to attend and address council spoke of the NATS proposals and invited questions on aspects of Chiltern District Council’s responsibilities within the Town. 
82.   BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

Woodside Close Verges The Town Clerk sought member’s views on the re-

instatement of the verges in Woodside Close.  It was agreed that it was 


preferred if the verges were dispensed with and footpaths be extended.  


Members also requested that the overgrown hedged which encroached the 


footpaths be cut back.
    
 It was resolved that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following 
items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt 
information, stated to be confidential.


83. RENT REVIEWS
                Members considered the Town Clerk’s report on tenders for the rent review process

     It was 

   




Proposed - Councillor M Andrews-Reading
     




Seconded - Councillor Mrs A Lamont
               RESOLVED that
   John Nash & Co be appointed to carry out the rent review for the lease of 148  

   Station Road.


84. ESTABLISHMENT


     The Town Clerk referred to the Establishment Sub Committee minutes and the 
     recommendation therein on the matter of staff recruitment and part-time staff 
   
     holiday entitlement.


     It was






Proposed – Councillor M Andrews – Reading 






Seconded – Councillor J Fage

   RESOLVED that 

               The minutes of the Establishment Sub Committee be accepted and the 
 
 
   recommendations therein adopted.







The meeting closed at 21 .42
      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….
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