AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 11 MAY 2009
PRESENT:


Councillor M King (Mayor)





Councillor M J Phillips (Deputy)





Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

Councillor Mrs D I Allen 




Councillor M Andrews-Reading

Councillor E C J Flynn

Councillor Mrs V G Head


Councillor Mrs A Lamont

Councillor H Maitland-Jones



Councillor A J Weedon


Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr D Knowles - Town Clerk 
APOLOGIES


Councillor M D Lacey

Councillor H G Newton

Councillor Mrs B Ottaway
ABSENT NO APOLOGIES
Councillor J P Fage
1.
ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR:

The Mayor invited nominations for the election of the Town Mayor for the year 2009 – 2010
It was

Proposed
Councillor A J Weedon
Seconded
Councillor E C J Flynn

It was RESOLVED that -
COUNCILLOR MARTIN PHILLIPS be elected TOWN MAYOR for the civic year 2009-2010

Councillor Phillips thanked Councillors for the nomination to the office of Mayor of Amersham and praised Councillor King for his efforts over the last 2 years, adding that he has set the bar high for him to follow in the forthcoming year.


The Mayor presented Councillor King with a past Mayor’s badge.
2.
DECLARATION OF OFFICE 


The Mayor signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
3.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR:


It was  


Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor Mrs R M Aitken 


It was RESOLVED that -  Councillor Michael Andrews-Reading be elected 

       Deputy Town Mayor for the civic year 2009-2010
4.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Councillor King and Head declared an interest in Minute No. 7(b)(ii) Planning Minutes Pheasant Licence extension being members of Chiltern District Council Licensing Committee.
5.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

It was


Proposed
Councillor M King





Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RESOLVED that the Standing Committees membership shall be as follows: 
5.1
THE PLANNING AND FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP



Councillor Mrs D I Allen





Councillor E C J Flynn






Councillor Mrs A Lamont



Councillor M D Lacey



Councillor H G Newton


Councillor Mrs B Ottaway





Councillor A J Weedon


Councillor Miss M J White
Councillors M Andrews-Reading and Phillips being ex officio members

5.2
THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor)


Councillor Mrs D I Allen


Councillor J P Fage


Councillor Mrs V G Head


Councillor M King


Councillor H Maitland-Jones


Councillor Mrs A Lamont


Councillor Mrs B Ottaway


Councillor M J Phillips (Mayor)


Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

5.3
THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 


Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor)


Councillor J P Fage


Councillor E C J Flynn


Councillor Mrs V G Head


Councillor M King


Councillor M D Lacey


Councillor Mrs R M Aitken


Councillor H Maitland-Jones


Councillor H G Newton


Councillor A J Weedon


Councillor Miss M J White


Councillor M J Phillips (Mayor)
5.3.1
Personnel Appeals Committee
It was


Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor M Andrews-Reading

RESOLVED that the Personnel Appeals Committee shall be the Vice Chairman of the Standing Committees

5.3.2
Disciplinary & Grievance Committee
It was agreed the membership shall be determined as or when required.

5.3.3
Policy Development Group
It was


Proposed
Councillor M King




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that the Policy Development Group membership shall be Councillors Phillips, King, Newton, Head, White, Weedon and Chairman of F&GP Committee.

5.3.4
Barn Meadow Project Working Group
It was agreed the membership shall be determined as and when necessary.

The Council Meeting was adjourned to allow the Standing Committees to conduct the following business.

6.
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

It was


Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded
Councillor M Andrews-Reading

RECOMMENDED that 




Councillor R M Aitken to be appointed Chairman




Councillor H Maitland-Jones be appointed Vice Chairman

The membership of Heritage Open Day Sub Committee and Carol Service Sub Committee be unchanged as Heritage Open Day Sub-Committee

Councillors Phillips, Head, Ottaway, King



6.1
Carol Service Sub-Committee

Councillors Lamont, Andrews-Reading, Maitland-Jones, White

7.
PLANNING & FOOTPATH COMMITTEE

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman


It was


Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips





Seconded
Councillor A J Weedon


RECOMMENDED that





Councillor E C J  Flynn be appointed Chairman





Councillor Miss M J White be appointed Vice Chairman

8.
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman


It was 


Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips





Seconded
Councillor M King


RECOMMENDED that





Councillor M Andrews-Reading be appointed Chairman





Councillor A J Weedon be appointed Vice Chairman



8.1
Establishment Sub Committee


It was proposed
Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head






Seconded 
Councillor M Andrews-Reading


RECOMMENDED that

(i) Membership be Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors Head, Weedon, Newton

(ii) Meetings be held in the evening where possible

8.2
Grants Sub Committee

It was


Proposed
Councillor M J Phillips




Seconded
Councillor A J Weedon

RECOMMENDED that

Membership be Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors White, Maitland-Jones



8.3
Bank Mandate


It was 


Proposed
Councillor A J Weedon






Seconded
Councillor Mrs V G Head


RECOMMENDED that





Any two Councillors to authorised as bank mandate signatures



8.4
Internal Audit


It was 


Proposed
Councillor M Andrews-Reading






Seconded
Councillor M King


RECOMMENDED that

Mr E Newhouse be offered the appointment of Internal Auditor on terms to be agreed


Council Meeting was re-convened

9.
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

It was


Proposed
Councillor M King




Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED that 
The Committee Chairman, Vice Chairman and Committee appointments in Minutes 6 to 8.4 be approved.
10.
APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES

It was


Proposed
Councillor M Andrews-Reading





Seconded
Councillor E C J Flynn
RESOLVED that 
The following appointments as Town Council representatives to the following to the following organisations be approved:

Amersham & District Community Association

Councillor M J Phillips

Citizen Advice Bureau




Councillor M J Phillips

Local Area Forum




Councillor M King





(Alternate)
Councillor D I Allen

G E Healthcare Liaison Committee


Councillor Mrs V G Head







Councillor A J Weedon






(Alternate)
Councillor Miss M J White

Amersham Common Village Hall


Councillor Mrs B Ottaway

Management Committee



Councillor Mrs R M Aitken
Town and Village Centre Revitalisation

Amersham Action Group (AOH)


Councillor Mrs V G Head

Amersham Old Town




Councillor M Andrews-Reading

Market Town Healthcheck



Councillor M King
Amersham Youth Council



Councillor M J Phillips

Councillor Mrs B Ottaway

The Amersham Band




Councillor H Maitland-Jones

Amersham & Wycombe College Liaison Group
)
Councillor Miss M J White






)
Councillor Mrs R M Aitken
11.
COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MINUTES:


(a)
Council Minutes


It was 


Proposed
Councillor A J Weedon





Seconded
Councillor M Andrews-Reading


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meetings held on 16 March 
2009 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor.

(b)
Planning and Footpaths Committee


It was 


Proposed
Councillor Miss M J White





Seconded
Councillor M King
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee held on 23 March and 27 April 2009 be confirmed and the recommendations therein be accepted subject to the following:

(i)
Minute 148 (ii) Installation of a ramp at St Mary’s School – The Local Area Forum be advised this project has not been considered by Amersham Town Council and is not appropriate for funding through the L.A.F as a community project being an Education Department matter.

(ii)
Minute 149 – Licence – The Pheasant, Plantation Road.  Following consideration of the report from Chiltern District Council to withdraw the Town Council’s objections Members expressed continued strong opposition to the proposals on the grounds of late night disturbance to residents at closing time and particularly the extension to remain in the outside areas.
It was 


Proposed 
Councillor A J Weedon




Seconded
Councillor M King

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning & Footpaths Committee held on 6 April be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.
(c)
Finance and General Purposes Committee:



It was 


Proposed
Councillor M Andrews-Reading





Seconded
Councillor A J Weedon
RESOLVED that
(i) 
The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 20 April 2009 be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.
(ii)
The matter of Christmas Lights (Minute No. 85) be delegated to F&GP Committee in respect of seeking public support and publicity at the Carnival.
(iii)
The Co-operative Bank investment maturing on 5 June be re-invested for a further 6 months.


(d)
Community Services



It was 


Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones






Seconded
Councillor M King

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 30 March 2009 
be accepted and the recommendations therein be adopted.
12.
COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS


It was


Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head






Seconded
Councillor M Andrews-Reading

RESOLVED that Council Standing Order No. 34 – Urgent Matters be amended to add the following phrase to the existing wording

“Where urgent action is taken all members of Council must be advised of the action within 24 hours”

Local Government Act 1972 S85 – Councillor Absence

The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the LGA 1972 S85 explaining that apologies submitted to Council or Committee meetings do not negate the 6 month absence rule set down in the Act.  Members were reminded that absences of 6 months or more must be considered by Council at the request of the Councillor before the expiry of 6 months absence.
13.
MATTERS FOR REPORT
(i) Christmas Lights – It was reported that at the recent Amersham Action Group meeting it had been noted that Amersham Town Council extend any further funding for 2009 and as a result it was suggested a scheme of ‘sponsor a light bulb’ be considered and launched at the Carnival.
(ii) Dane Close – Streetlights – The Town Clerk reported on repeated vandalism of streetlights in Dane Close and read a proposed letter to be sent to all residents.  Members advised that a copy be sent to Paradigm Housing, Thames Valley Police and the NAG.
(iii) Barn Meadow – Anti-Social Behaviour – Following a report on an internet advertised ‘party’ at Barn Meadow and the subsequent anti-social behaviour, the Town Clerk explained the conditions of the ‘Alcohol Controlled’ areas.
It was


Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor E C J Flynn

RESOLVED that

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to 
be confidential.

14.
BARN  MEADOW VILLAGE GREEN REGISTRATION
Members considered a draft submission rejecting the application to register Barn Meadow as a Village Green

It was then


Proposed
Councillor M King





Seconded
Councillor Mrs V G Head

RESOLVED that

The submission as circulated be submitted rejecting the Village Green Registration.

15.
LITTLE CHALFONT PARISH COUNCIL

Members considered a confidential letter from Little Chalfont Parish Council.  

It was agreed that Councillor M Andrews-Reading should discuss the letter informally with the Chairman of Little Chalfont Parish Council.
The Meeting Closed at 20.43 pm
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