



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT THE COURT HOUSE KING GEORGE V ROAD

AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 26 JANUARY 2009
PRESENT:

Councillor M J Phillips – Deputy Town Mayor




Councillor Mrs R M Aitken



Councillor M Andrews-Reading



Councillor Mrs V G Head




Councillor M D Lacey



Councillor Mrs A Lamont




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor Mrs B Ottaway




Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mr D Knowles

APOLOGIES:
Councillors King, Flynn & Allen
ABSENT NO APOLOGIES: Councillor J P Fage

52.
MINUTES:
It was

              

Proposed -  Councillor M Andrews-Reading



Seconded – Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 November 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor.

53.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Councillor Weedon declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute No. 67 (street-lighting contract) being a share holder of one tenderer.
54.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS

The Town Clerk agreed to circulate the list of engagements for members information.
55.  
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was 


Proposed – Councillor Miss M J White
   

Seconded – Councillor A J Weedon
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee Meeting held 24 November, 22 December 2008 and 19 January 2009 be confirmed and recommendations therein be adopted.

Community Services Committee
It was



Proposed – Councillor H Maitland-Jones



Seconded – Councillor M Andrews-Reading

RESOLVED that
The Minutes of the Community Services Committee held on 1 December 2008 be confirmed and recommendations therein be adopted.

Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was 

      

Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading


Seconded – Councillor A J Weedon
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 8 December 2008 be confirmed and recommendations therein be adopted.

The Town Clerk reported
i)
It was proposed to invest the maturing HSBC 50/50 bond with Lloyds Treasury on a monthly basis pending consideration of a long term investment policy agreement.  Following discussion the Town Clerk was asked to place the matter before the PDG on 4 February.
ii)
The Amersham Bowls Club had been advised that Amersham Town Council had objection in principle to their proposals for an extension but they should consult further with the Planning Authority.

iii)
Members noted the letter from Mr & Mrs Chojnacki and confirmed that their fares would be met from public funds whilst acting as the Town Council’s representatives in Krynica.

It was requested that the Citizen of the Year awards be controlled within budget in 2009.

The Town Clerk was asked to obtain further information on the design, operation and safety standards of the Monster Play Epi-centre equipment and offer.

56.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2009/10
Members noted the calendar of meetings together with the changes generated by Chiltern District Council Planning meetings and the probable change to the Civic Service date 2009 due to the unavailability of a church on Amersham on the Hill.
57.
EXTERNAL AUDIT
Members noted the Auditors comments but expressed surprise that the audit was not completed by the statutory date of 31 October 2008.
58.
TEMPORARY GROUNDSMAN


Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and 

It was 



Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading


Seconded – Councillor Mrs R M Aitken
RESOLVED that

A temporary groundsman be recruited for the period 1 April – 30 September 2009 on the standard terms and conditions of employment with a salary of SCP 17.
59.
TOWN GUIDE
The Town Clerk reported on the proposed changes to the agreement for the production of the Town Guide and 

It was



Proposed – Councillor H Maitland-Jones



Seconded – Councillor M D Lacey

RESOLVED that

The agreement as amended for the number produced, termination clause and editorial to advertising ratio be accepted.
60.
POLICY REVIEW
i)
Investment Policy
Following discussion under the approval of the F&GP Minutes above (Minute No. 55 (i) it was agreed the matter should be considered by the PDG on 4 February and F&GP on 16 February 2009.

ii) Complaints Procedure
Following discussion and requests for minor amendments 


It was





Proposed – Councillor Mrs V G Head





Seconded – Councillor  M Andrews-Reading


RESOLVED that


The Complaints Procedure as amended be adopted.

61.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS

1.
Local Area Forum
The Town Clerk circulated correspondence from Chiltern District Council regarding changes to the Local Area Committees to Local Area Forum, advising of a meeting on 4 February 2009 at 6.30 pm.

2.
Chiltern Community Partnership
The Town Clerk circulated details of a Chiltern Community Partnership workshop to be held on 12 February 2009 at 9.30 pm.

62.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

1.
Roundabouts

The Town Clerk reported that a request for improvements to the roundabouts be made for the Britain in Bloom entry in 2009 had been submitted to BCC.


2.
Road/Footpath Repairs
Members asked that repairs be carried out to the Grimsdells Lane to Woodside Road footpath and also to White Lion Road by the Audi garage.
63.
MATTERS FOR REPORT
1)
Town Meeting

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Meeting would be held on 9 March 2009 at 7.30 pm with the Chiltern Society Chairman as the key note speaker.

2)
Grants
Members noted letters of appreciation for grants from Dial-A-Ride, St Georges School and Chesham Town Council.

3.
Twinning
The Town Clerk was requested to obtain written confirmation of accommodation offers for the Twinning delegation in July.

It was



Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading



Seconded – Councillor Mrs A Lamont


EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS RESOLVED

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to 
be confidential.

64.
Staff Accident
The Town Clerk reported on the recent injury to a member of staff and confirmed that appropriate re-training of all staff had taken place.
65.
Leases
i)
148 Station Road
Members noted the negotiator’s comments and 
It was

Proposed – Councillor A J Weedon


Seconded – Councillor Mrs V G Head
RESOLVED that
The Town Clerk responded accordingly

ii) 61 Youth Club
The Town Clerk reported that the lease had been prepared with the exclusion of the annual rent figure.  The Town Clerk further advised that the annual rent of £100 had not been increased since 1992.



It was





Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading





Seconded – Councillor Mrs V G Head



RESOLVED that



The amendments to some details be incorporated and the rent be set at £100.
66 Allotment Tenancy
The Town Clerk’s confidential report was considered by members and a further update on developments provided.

It was


Proposed – Councillor Mrs R M Aitken


Seconded – Councillor H Maitland-Jones


RESOLVED that

The tenant be issued with a 12 month notice to quit under the Allotment Act 1922 S1 as amended by the Allotment Act 1950 S1. The plot to be vacated on or before 31 January 2010.
67 Street-Lighting Maintenance
Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and the tenders for maintenance of Amersham Town Council’s street-lights

It was


Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading


Seconded – Councillor H Maitland-Jones


RESOLVED that

The tender submitted by Southern Electric Contracting be accepted subject to the contract including appropriate termination and penalty clauses.
68
Establishment Review
The Town Clerk outlined the confidential report and the discussion of the Establishment Committee immediately prior to this Council meeting.

It was


Proposed – Councillor M Andrews-Reading


Seconded – Councillor H Maitland-Jones


RESOLVED that

CP Associates and Picasso HR be invited to attend for interview.







                     The meeting closed at 20.49
      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….
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