AMERSHAM    TOWN    COUNCIL

MINUTES OF 

THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

THE THIRTY SIXTH MEETING OF ELECTORS OF

 THE CIVIL PARISH OF AMERSHAM

was held at King George V House, King George V Road, Amersham

ON MONDAY  14 MARCH 2011 AT 7.30 PM.

CHAIRMAN:


Councillor Martin Phillips –Town Mayor

IN ATTENDANCE:

06 members of the Public

8 members of Amersham Town Council

Town Clerk (Mrs J Wheeler)

Deputy Town Clerk (Mrs L Richardson)

APOLOGIES:


Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor H. Maitland Jones




Councillor R. Williams




Councillor M Andrews-Reading

MINUTES:
The Minutes of the Thirty Fifth Town Meeting held on the 

15 March 2010 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Mayor.

TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT – read by Cllr Martin Phillips
“The Town Council staff has had a challenging year whilst the Magistrates Court has been up-graded to a Crown Court. What should have been a temporary four month inconvenience has become a major disruption and the building works are still far from finished. 

The inconvenience has led Amersham Town Council to review its future accommodation and I am delighted to announce that from 01 March 2011 we have entered into an agreement to lease this floor for the next five years. For the first time ever, we will be working and sharing resources with Chiltern District Council and Bucks County Council thus offering the residents of Amersham a sensible cost-effective alternative to leasing a separate building. 

I would like at this point to thank all the office staff for keeping the Town Council services running throughout this year.

This brings me to the summer activities and Civic Events run by your Town Council:

Our series of Band Concerts in the Memorial Gardens have become a popular and regular fixture on Sunday afternoons for residents and visitors. Afternoon teas provided by Seasons Catering have helped make the concerts a success. Profits from the refreshments go to our Jubilee Fund, for distribution to local good causes and charities. Details of the Band Concerts are publicised on our web site, noticeboards, newsletter and in the Gardens.

The Town Council once again ran the Amersham in Bloom Competition and were rewarded with an increasing number of excellent entries. From the Clean-Up Day in April to the final judging in July, the Community came together to make the very best of our beautiful town. I would like to thank all the schools who took part in the Design a Signature Flower bed competition sponsored by Amersham Rotary; our many sponsors and especially the Van Hage Garden centre who not only gave us prize money worth approx £450 but provided a stunning display in St Mary’s Church where we hosted the regional prize-giving ceremony in September. Thanks must go to the hard work of our Depot team; the Amersham in Bloom Working Group and especially Cllr Ros Aitken for her enthusiastic leadership in this popular community event.

At the regional awards, our efforts were rewarded with a Silver Gilt and we won the Best Portfolio Award for the second year running. Congratulations also go to Chestnut Lane School who were Highly Commended on the Schools Challenge Cup.

 This year’s competition starts with Clean Up Day on Sunday 27th March 2011. The Amersham in Bloom Prize-Giving event this year will take place on 17th July in the Memorial Gardens – we hope to see you there.

The Citizen of the Year Awards will also take place in the Memorial Gardens on Sunday 1st May 2011 following a Band Concert. Nominations are welcome for ‘Citizen of the Year’; ‘Senior Citizen’; ‘Junior Citizen’; ‘Sportsperson of the Year’ and ‘Business Award’. The closing date is Monday 11th April - nomination forms are on our web site.

Our programme of replacing the Street lighting continues this year. 

Amersham Town Council continues to monitor and maintain our street lighting. However, due to financial constraints, the replacement programme will slow until the economy recovers. Staff have noted an increasing number of street columns that have been damaged by vehicles. If you see a vehicle hit a street light please try to get their registration number to allow us to claim from their insurance rather then the Town Council’s.

I would now like to explain the status of Market Hall. 

Due to a leak over the Christmas festivities, a large chunk of ceiling has come down and we are currently working with a contractor to check the roof tiles and replace the broken ones. Being a Grade 2 listed building, we have to abide by the guidelines laid down by English Heritage. Once we have the roof water-tight, we can then repair the ceiling and resume to rentals once more. We hope to have a time table for this very shortly. 

With Barn Meadow there is even less ceiling remaining. 

By sheer coincidence, this building lost its ceiling due to a burst pipe in the recent cold weather in December. Again we are working to restore the ceiling as quickly as possible and ensure that the pipes are properly insulated with a thermostat to control the effects of extreme weather. Both the ceilings will be covered by our insurance but other up-grades may come out of Council reserves.

Thankfully the ceiling at Hervines Park remains intact. The rugby and football pitches are well used at Hervines and Barn Meadow for sports in the winter and cricket fixtures throughout the summer.

In August we will hold the 32nd Amersham Festival of Art in the Market Hall. 

Last year this event raised £1,276 for local charities. Approximately 40 artworks were sold with the artists generously donating 20% of their earnings to the Council’s Jubilee Fund for distribution in the Autumn. Thank you to everyone involved and I hope you will all visit this year’s coming Festival. 

Amersham Old Town comes alive in September for Heritage Open Day.
Last year over 2000 visitors flocked to the Old Town to enjoy the craft stalls, the buildings and churches opened for the event and to enjoy the traditional entertainment celebrating all the best of the good old days. Keep Sunday September 11th free in your diaries – this year’s Heritage Day will be better than ever.

Plus two great festive occasions. The traditional Late Night Christmas Shopping in the Old Town was greeted with freezing temperatures and picturesque snowy roof tops. The weather was milder for the Amersham on the Hill Christmas Cracker event. MP Cheryl Gillan switched the lights on the Christmas tree and the children enjoyed a great evening of fairground rides and attractions. 
Iain Rennie Trust Memorial Woodland in Amersham

Amersham Town Council is working with the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home to create a new Memorial Woodland here in Amersham’s Hervines Park. The charity held a wet and muddy planting day at the end of February and so far the new woodland has raised over £4,000 for the Hospice. Amersham Town Council prepared the site and in return have the benefit of over 300 new trees supplied by the charity. This is an excellent example of finding new and different ways to make things happen during the recession. The site will look superb in May when the bluebells carpet the woodland floor.

Amersham Town Council continues to support the Twinning Club with Bensheim in Germany. A small delegation visited their Winzerfest (or Wine Festival) last September and this year the Town Council will host up to four members from the German Stadt. The Twinning budget is between £1500 and £2000 with Councillors’ paying their own expenses. 

Town Council Financial Report

The good news is that we have managed to keep the Council tax down to a zero increase. Along with all other Councils, this has been a difficult year with the Council striving to find new ways to afford projects. We are considering sharing services with our neighbours; selling our services to other Councils; and leasing equipment as a cost effective alternative to purchase. For example: some of the new Christmas lights this year were on a lease deal and can be changed from year to year.

Amersham Town Council’s element of the council tax for the 2011-2012 financial year will remain at approx £77.85 for each Band D property in Amersham. This year some major contracts will become due for renewal including the remaining contract at Little Chalfont Parish Council. The Devolved Services deal with Bucks County Council is also unclear at this present time. Previously Amersham Town Council has been recompensed by up to £19,000 from County – this year will require careful financial monitoring to see just what we can afford to provide.

Our projected total income will be £701,000 with the precept making up £519,000. This year’s income has been affected by the Hervines Flat being empty for six months and by the current loss of hall bookings in Barn Meadow and Market Hall. The Town Council’s reserves continue to earn a very small sum in investments.

Our projected expenditure will be £674,509 with the following breakdown:

FINANCE/ADMIN/INSURANCE

£273,675

PROPERTY REPAIRS/STREET LIGHTS
£140,035

CIVIC EVENTS




£76,595

DEPOT SERVICES/EQUIPMENT

£184,204

It is hoped that a small surplus at the end of the year will be ploughed back into the Council reserves which are designed to take care of our assets on behalf of the community.  For the future, it remains the policy of the Town Council to retain as many services as possible in house where we can cost-effectively afford to do so.  

And finally, this brings me on to the speaker for this evening. 

If the building of HS2 goes ahead it will completely change the Chilterns countryside and the way in live in Amersham. The national consultation has now been launched by the Government and there are road shows planned at Amersham Rugby Club on 18 and 19 May 2011. I encourage everyone who cares about where we live to get involved with this consultation. Please listen to our speaker, Mr Keith Hoffmeister, ask questions and be prepared to work with your Town Council in the coming weeks and months as we plan our response.”
PRESENTATION FROM MR KEITH HOFFMEISTER ON THE ROUTE OF THE PROPOSED HIGH SPEED 2 RAILWAY  LINE FROM LONDON TO BIRMINGHAM AND BEYOND.

Supported by The Chiltern Society, Mr Hoffmeister has photographed every scene that the proposed route will destroy for ever should HS2 get the go-ahead from the Government. The Councillors and guests were asked to view the slide show from start to finish with questions only being taken at the end. 
This presentation was being sent to every MP in the country in order to get the message across. The consultation would last until July 2011 and everyone was encouraged to respond. Some of the key comments in the discussion after the presentation included:

· The implications for Amersham would be horrendous – particularly at the tunnel exit.

· The maps and parts of the route keep changing – adding to the confusion

· The closeness of the tunnel exist to St Mary’s School – there were fears that the school would have to close.

· It was felt that there was no business case for this scheme.

· Councillors agreed that they needed to help get the message across that this railway was a very real threat and would devastate the area and local countryside. 

The evening finished with various matters raised by the electorate.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Questions from the Electors
The Town Mayor reported on the recent announcement of the high speed rail link proposals and impact on Amersham.  The Mayor advised that a public meeting had been arranged at the Misbourne School for residents of Amersham, Great Missenden and Wendover.  It was suggested that a joint submission by the affected communities may be more effective than a number of individual submissions.
The Town Clerk responded to questions on the maintenance costs of Barn Meadow sports ground and rumoured proposals of floral displays in the summer.









Meeting Closed at 20.50 pm


