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AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT KING GEORGE V HOUSE, KING GEORGE V ROAD, 
AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 11 JULY 2011
PRESENT:





Councillor Mrs M. Harker OBE (Town Mayor)




Councillor M.J. Phillips (Deputy Mayor)
Councillor Mrs R Aitken



Councillor Mrs D I Allen
Councillor A. Emmett






Councillor Mrs J. Heydon



Councillor MD Lacey



Councillor HG Newton



Councillor Mrs A Lamont




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor A Seymour



Councillor N Shepherd



Councillor Mrs L. Walsh



Councillor M. Vivis

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)



Mark Richardson (Parks Superintendant)



Mrs Vera Head
15.
APOLOGIES:
 

Councillor T. Williams. It was agreed that a card would be sent to Cllr Williams to wish him a speedy recovery. 
The meeting was adjourned for Public Question time.
Mrs Vera Head requested that the large portrait of a hunting scene which had been presented to the Town Council by the Trywhitt Drake family be displayed for the public to enjoy. It was suggested that Market Hall would be a possible site but Councillors had varying views on whether this would be suitable. The Clerk was asked to check on the insurance value; investigate other public sites suitable for such a picture including the Amersham Museum; and investigate how the picture could be made secure.

The meeting resumed.

16.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
There were no Declarations of Interest. However, as the meeting progressed Cllr M. Vivis declared a personal interest in item 15 and Cllr Mrs M. Harker declared a personal interest in item 18.
17.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS APRIL – JUNE 2011 – The list was circulated at the meeting.
18.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING: 
It was 



Proposed 
Cllr A. Seymour






Seconded 
Cllr MJ Phillips
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Annual Statutory Meeting held on 09 May 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.  
19.
MATTERS ARISING:  
There were no Matters arising.
20.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES: 

Community Services Committee

It was 





Proposed 
Cllr Mrs R. Aitken





Seconded  
Cllr M. Vivis 
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 20 June 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr H. Newton





Seconded 
Cllr A. Lamont 
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Meetings held on 16 May, 06 – 27 June 2011 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr MJ Phillips





Seconded 
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 13 March 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

21.
MATTERS ARISING: 
Cllr Mrs D. Allen made a comment regarding the work and research that had gone into the proposed play area near the Hillway/Fieldway open space. 
22.
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
It was




Proposed
Cllr MJ Phillips




Seconded
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon
RESOLVED to
Approve the previously circulated accounts for May 2011.
23.
THE NEED FOR INSTALLING WIFI IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER:
Cllr Mrs Harker had spoken to the Head of IT at CDC and Bucks CC – in both cases there was a query as to why Councillors had need of the internet in order to take part in a Council meeting. Cllr Emmett said that it was simple and easy to install and would be a valuable tool to use in planning meetings. Cllr Mrs Allen felt that it was rude to accept calls and emails during a meeting and a distraction to the business in hand. Cllrs M. Vivis and Mrs L. Walsh felt that the internet was not necessary and papers could easily be down-loaded on to a lap top or i-pad to avoid carrying papers around. 

It was AGREED that there was no need for a vote and the matter would not be progressed any further.
24.
RESULTS OF THE DIAGNOSTIC TESTS OF THE ATC COMPUTER SYSTEM:
The Town Clerk up-dated Councillors on her actions. She had asked a sole trader who has worked for Bracknell Town Council and Burnham Parish Council; a company who works for Henley on Thames Town Council and Earley Town Council to review the discs supplied by our Contractor. One report had been received but the company wished to further their investigation with a free on site audit – this has been arranged for Thursday 21 July. The Town Clerk will also ask CDC to take a look at the system as a third opinion. It was AGREED that when all these reports have been received, they would be considered by the IT sub-Committee before coming back to Council. Cllr Emmett volunteered to replace Cllr Mrs Aitken on this Committee. Cllr Shepherd suggested that this Committee should also look at the telephones in due course.
25.
APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED TEMPORARY CAR PARK ON THE KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD FOR ONE WEEK IN AUGUST:  
Fields in Trust had been contacted and stated that as long as the temporary parking project allows the rest of the field to be used for recreational activities – it could be a financially worthwhile project for the Town Council. Some Councillors were against the idea and voiced their concerns. Others wanted to explore the idea further.
It was






Proposed
Cllr Mrs M. Harker







Seconded 
Cllr A. Seymour
RESOLVED to:

Begin discussions with Chiltern Railways on a possible temporary car park for one week only at the end of August.
A named vote was requested by Cllr Phillips. IN FAVOUR= Cllrs Mrs D. Allen; A Emmett; Mrs M. Harker; Mrs J Heydon; Mrs A. Lamont; H. Newton; A.Seymour; N.Shepherd; Mrs L. Walsh.

AGAINST = Cllrs Mrs R. Aitken; M. Lacey; M. Phillips; H. Trevette; and M. Vivis.

26.
MAINTENANCE POLICY FOR DONATED BENCHES:  

It was






Proposed
Cllr H. Trevette








Seconded
Cllr MJ. Phillips

RESOLVED to

Carry out a regular programme of upkeep and maintenance of all donated benches that are on land owned by the Town Council. These benches will not become ATC property but it was felt that the Town Council had a duty of care to ensure that benches on our land should be regularly checked for safety and maintained.

Concern was also expressed on the number of benches at Stanley Hill and there was a debate on other ways that residents may wish to remember their loved ones. 

27.
PROPOSAL TO RETAIN THIS YEAR’S JUBILEE FUND FOR NEXT YEAR’S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS:  

It was agreed that the Town Council would not want to allocate all monies to next year’s Jubilee Celebrations as there were many small charities that relied on annual donations. The Clerk would report to the Amersham Action Group that they must apply for a donation in the usual way. 
28.
TO CONSIDER THE INCREASED USE OF KEEP FIT BUSINESSES MAKING MONEY OUT OF COUNCIL-OWNED OPEN SPACES:  

There is an increase in formal sporting and keep fit activities on the Town Council’s parks and open spaces. Many residents have complained that the companies are not contributing to the upkeep and management of the parks but are taking full advantage. Various ideas were discussed such as a licence; a self-policing programme such as “Friends of Hervines Park”; a request for donation to the charity account; signage to encourage companies to get permission from ATC and to encourage residents to only use companies approved by ATC. Mark Richardson also spoke of the parking problems when these groups encourage more car users to come to the parks.
It was AGREED that ATC did not wish to discourage residents from the health benefits of getting fit. Cllr Emmett volunteered to work with the Town Clerk on some ideas for a formal policy.

29.
REQUEST FOR DONATION TOWARDS THE YOUTH SERVICES SUMMER CAMPING TRIP:  

ATC has received a request from Duncan Dyason, on behalf of Chiltern Youth Projects, for some financial help with hiring a van to take 25-30 youngsters on a camping trip this summer. 
It was





Proposed 
Councillor Mrs R. Aitken







Seconded
Councillor M Vivis

RESOLVED to:

Make the donation of £500 to hire this van for this trip. 

30.
CORRECTION OF MINUTES OF TWO ITEMS FROM THE FINANCE MEETING: 

It was





Proposed 
Councillor MJ Phillips






Seconded
Councillor Mrs L. Walsh

RESOLVED to

Amend Minute 10 – approval of the Risk Assessment Plan due to the item being seconded by Cllr Trevette who is not a member of the Finance and General Purposes Committee. Further 
amendment to Minute 22 – Appointment of the internal auditor for 2011-2012 Financial Year to remain Mr Earnest Newhouse. This was proposed in error by Cllr Trevette.
31.
ADOPTION OF ADIZONE AS A TOWN COUNCIL PROJECT TO BE INSTALLED ON THE KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD: 

It was





Proposed
Councillor MJ Phillips







Seconded
Councillor A. Seymour

RESOLVED to

Adopt the Adizone project as a part of the future ATC programme of installing new and innovative facilities for the enjoyment of all Amersham residents. The King George V Playing Field has been identified as the preferred site and facilities would be available free for all. 

32.
TO AGREE A RESPONSE TO THE HS2 CONSULTATION: 

This item will be delegated to the next Planning Meeting due to new figures soon to be available from CDC.

33.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS: 

A series of temporary road closures were noted.
34.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:
The Clerk has received amended proposals for Felling trees at Stanley Wood. The deadline for response was 03 August 2011. It was agreed to defer this until the next Planning Meeting for any comments. (The Town Clerk has now spoken to the Estates Manager who has no objection to the amended proposals.)
35.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

Cllr Newton reported on the meeting of the Sub-Committee dealing with the Bowls Club. The current lease expires in 2016.  The Bowls Club would like to have a letter of support for extending the lease. It was agreed that Cllr Newton would draft a suitable response. 
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was agreed that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the   public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.

Items 36 and 37

The meeting closed at 21.20pm
Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
