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AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT DEACON HOUSE, ST MARY’S PLACE, THE BROADWAY, 
OLD AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2010
PRESENT:





Councillor MJ Phillips (Town Mayor)

Councillor R Aitken




Councillor D I Allen

Councillor Mrs V G Head






Councillor M King




Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor A. Lamont




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White




Councillor R Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)

43.
APOLOGIES:
 

Councillors M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor); Mrs S J Axelby; E C J Flynn.
44.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no Declarations of Interest.
45.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS JULY - AUGUST 2010: 

The Clerk circulated the list of Mayor’s engagements which were duly noted by Members. 
46.
MINUTES: 

It was 







Proposed – Cllr H Newton






Seconded - Cllr MD Lacey
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 July 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record. Councillor Mrs R Aitken asked for the item 35 reference to the Local Access Forum to be changed to the Local Area Forum. 
47.
MATTERS ARISING:  
Cllr Mrs R Aitken referred to item 33 and volunteered Cllr Mrs A Lamont to join the Amersham in Bloom Working Group. The vacant position on the Heritage Open Day could wait until the next election. Cllr Miss M White will be co-opted as the Town Council representative on to the Old Town Revitalisation Group at the next meeting of the Group. 
Cllr Mrs R Aitken also had queries regarding the search for a new office – these were discussed in the Minutes of the recent Establishment Committee.

Cllr Mrs D Allen asked about the allotment renewal and the new plots at White Lion Road. The new plots at White Lion Road have been reserved and will be available by mid October. The query on the A boards was also taken up and the Town Clerk stated that there was no firm guidance from CDC or BCC. Amersham Town Council should make their own guidance for A boards on their land. Cllr Allen said that the gardens of 121, 123 and 125 Stanley Hill are still over-grown and forcing pedestrians into the road. The Town Clerk would follow up the letters. 

48.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES: 

Community Services Committee

It was 





Proposed – Cllr Mrs R M Aitken





Seconded – Cllr Mrs D Allen
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 09 August 2010 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was






Proposed – Cllr A J Weedon





Seconded – Cllr Mrs D. Allen

RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Meetings held on 26 July and 16 August 2010 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was






Proposed – Cllr Mrs VG Head





Seconded – Cllr H. Newton
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 23 August 2010 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

Establishment Committee

It was






Proposed – Cllr M Phillips






Seconded – Cllr H Newton

RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Establishment Committee held on 09 September 2010 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

49.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no Matters arising from the Committee Minutes.
50.
REPORT FROM THE WINZERFEST CELEBRATION IN BENSHEIM: 
The Town Clerk had drafted a report of the festivities with our twinning club. Cllrs Newton and Phillips commended the hospitality and the friendliness of the residents of Bensheim. The Clerk would send a letter of thanks to Burgermeister Herrmann. 
51.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS: 

The Clerk mentioned an invitation to a Health event due to be held in Saunderton. 
52.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:

There were no matters arising for this meeting.  

53.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

The Town Clerk had a request from a local charity to either subside or allow free use of a stall at the Saturday market. They had tried a stall which had raised good local awareness but they had ended up making a loss. The cost of the market stall pitch is £13.65. The Councillors felt that they would wish to encourage local charities to use the Saturday market for selling their wares. However it would not be fair to allow just one charity. It was AGREED to allow one free stall once a month to local charities. The office would keep a record of requests to ensure that different charities had a fair chance of a table. This service would be promoted on the web site and in the next edition of “Amersham Matters”. 

The Town Clerk had received comments about business use of Hervines Park. There was concern that individuals were using the space for financial gain but not contributing to the up-keep of the park. It was agreed that more enquiries would need to be made before Councillors could reach a decision on this aspect of park use. 

A letter from Amersham Action Group had been received stating concern over the lack of Amersham identity on the various accesses to the town. This issue was being currently considered at the Local Area Forum meetings.  

The Kings Hall Football Club had applied for a grant last year to put junior football posts on pitch 4 at Barn Meadow. Their application had never reached the Grants Committee. They were advised to re-apply this year.

Cllr Mrs V Head and Mrs D Allen wished to record and minute thanks to all staff involved with the 2010 Heritage Day. The weather was good and there were many 
people enjoying the stalls and history of Amersham. The Councillors commented on the excellent organisation of the whole event. Steve Catanach was also congratulated on his work to produce the Amersham In Bloom portfolio for this year.
Cllr Weedon announced a Twinning club quiz to be held at the Polish Club on 29 October 2010. 






                     The meeting closed at 20.00
      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
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