



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE
HELD ON MONDAY 21 JUNE 2010
PRESENT


Councillor Mrs R. Aitken – Committee Chairwoman




Councillor Mrs D I Allen





Councillor Mrs V G Head





Councillor M King





Councillor H. Maitland-Jones (Vice Chair)





Councillor M J Phillips (Town Mayor)





Councillor R.N Williams
IN ATTENDANCE

Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)

01 APOLOGIES

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor)




Councillor Mrs S J Axelby




Councillor Mrs A Lamont

02 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared.
03 MATTERS ARISING

The Minutes were approved at the Annual Statutory Meeting in May. There were several matters arising. Station Hill should be changed to Station Road. Events that the Town Crier was due to attend included the Carnival, Heritage Day, the Christmas Shopping evening and Mayor’s Awards.
04 
MARQUEE ACTIVITIES AT AMERSHAM CARNIVAL
The Council marquee needs to be in place by 9.00am. It was hoped that Amersham Action Group will have information to display on the revitalisation project of Amersham on the Hill. Amersham in Bloom will be promoted with boards and photos of the winning gardens. The Mayor will present the prizes at the Carnival. Heritage Day will also be promoted along with the band concerts and other events. There was debate over the sponsor a light bulb appeal which, although successful, took a lot of explaining to residents. It was agreed to try a balloon race this year to raise money towards the Christmas lights.
05 AMERSHAM IN BLOOM
Most of the planting was now complete. The signature flower beds looked good. Hanging baskets were on display. Nominations were slowly coming in. Councillors were reminded to nominate gardens that catch their eye. Only two schools had entered this year due to staff shortages. Sponsorship had been received from Van Hage Garden Centre; Foxes Outdoor; Amersham Dental Practice, Tesco; Seasons and EO Group. Local judging was due to take place on 1st July 2010.
06 
BRITAIN IN BLOOM 2010
Work was taking place on the portfolio and the judging route on Thursday 22nd July 2010. The EO Group’s sponsorship included making the Conference Room available for the whole day, providing lunch and free parking spaces. 

The Awards Presentation at the end of September was due to take place in St Mary’s Church.  Seasons would do the catering but waiting staff would be needed for this afternoon. Van Hage Garden Centre would supply a floral display. The Clerk would get free parking at the Old Amersham car park. Shops and attractions in Old Amersham were to stay open before and after the Awards Presentation. 
07 
SUMMER FESTIVAL 2010
This has been postponed until the first weekend in September due to problems with licensing. It was now to be a one day event on Saturday 4th September.
08
ARTS FESTIVAL ARRANGEMENTS
All the promotional literature had been distributed to the art clubs after the meeting of the Working Group. In a few weeks, invitations would go out to last year’s artists inviting them to put in pictures. Invites were also to go out to the private viewing evening opened by the Mayor. 
09 TRANSFER £200 FROM JUBILEE ACCOUNT TO HERITAGE DAY
It was





Proposed by Cllr M. Phillips





Seconded by Cllr R. Williams

RESOLVED TO

Transfer £200 to the Heritage Day funds. This money had been erroneously put into the Jubilee Fund last year. 
010 HERITAGE DAY ARRANGEMENTS

Jackie had worked very hard booking the usual attractions and a number of new stalls. The problem with the e-coli had made the Animal Farm more expensive and the Clerk was asked to check the arrangements in place for this popular attraction. Amersham Dental Practice were staging an exhibition of “Dentistry through the ages”. The event was due to go over-budget and the Mayor said that £500 could be made available through the Mayor’s Fund to help this event. Promotion of Heritage Day should be a priority as residents were not aware of the event last year.
11
WORKING AND PROVISION OF ALLOTMENTS
Cllrs Allen and Head had spent some time reviewing the allotments. They were concerned at the under provision of allotment space and the length of the waiting lists. Space had been identified at White Lion Road allotments where an extra six new plots were to be created. Various sites were discussed including a possible approach to land owners at Raans Rd Bridge and land behind the Pineapple pub. The trees at the Woodside Road allotments need to be cut back. Possible rotivation of soil – charged out to new tenants – was also discussed along with sheds, greenhouses, bees and other issues.
12
 CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS
There were no matters to discuss.
13
 BUCKS CC MATTERS
Feedback on the winter maintenance of our roads was invited by Bucks CC. New Road should be added to the Emergency Network. Councillors also requested a map of Salt Bins. It was agreed that an Emergency Plan of local response would be necessary. A template should be available from Bucks CC. 
14
MATTERS FOR REPORT
Cllr Allen mentioned the complaints against the proliferation of A boards. The idea of possible community-noticeboards was discussed. 

The planters at the Post Office did not belong to ATC but we provided and maintained the plants every year. 

It was agreed that a signature flower bed should commemorate the 90th Anniversary of the British Legion next year.








Meeting closed at 08.40hrs
....................................................... Chairman    .....................................................Date

