[image: image1.png]






	Amersham Town Council

The Court House, King George V Road, Amersham, Bucks  HP6 5ST


Town Clerk:  MRS J WHEELER,  CiLCA   MILCM
Telephone  01494 586892   Facsimile   01494 586890

E-mail  Townclerk@amersham-tc.gov.uk  Website  www.amersham-tc.gov.uk 


	


AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT DEACON HOUSE, ST MARY’S PLACE, THE BROADWAY, 
OLD AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2010
PRESENT:





Councillor MJ Phillips (Town Mayor)

Councillor Mrs R Aitken

Councillor Mrs SJ Axelby




Councillor Mrs D I Allen




Councillors ECJ Flynn

Councillor Mrs V G Head






Councillor M King




Councillor A. Lamont




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White




Councillor R Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)

There was a presentation from Brian Drew and two members of the Amersham Bowls Club to present their plans for expanding part of the facilities at Hervines Park.

58.
APOLOGIES:
 

Councillors M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor); MD Lacey.
59.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr Flynn declared a pecuniary interest in item 69 as the current owner of The Saracen’s Head. He left the room for this part of the meeting. Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby declared a pecuniary interest in item 68 as a Director of HS2 Action Alliance Ltd. She left the room after up-dating the Council on the status of their efforts to fight the HS2 proposals.
60.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS JULY - AUGUST 2010 – noted by the Council.
61.
MINUTES: 
It was 







Proposed 
Cllr H Maitland-Jones






Seconded 
Cllr M King
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13 September 2010 were confirmed and signed as a true record.  
It was 


Proposed 
Cllr H. Newton




Seconded
Cllr Mrs VG Head

RESOLVED to

Move item 10 on the agenda to the part 2 session of this meeting.

62.
MATTERS ARISING:  
Cllr Mrs R Aitken asked about the allocation of a market stall to charity. The Town Clerk responded that this had been put on hold as it was difficult to ensure that the produce on the charity stalls did not conflict with existing stall holders. 
63.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES: 

Community Services Committee

It was 





Proposed 
Cllr M. King





Seconded  
Cllr H. Maitland-Jones
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 04 October 2010 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr Miss M. White





Seconded 
Cllr H. Newton
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Meetings held on 06 & 27 September, 18 October and 08 November 2010 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr AJ Weedon





Seconded 
Cllr Mrs VG Head
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 01 November 2010 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

64.
MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no Matters arising from the Committee Minutes.
65.
APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM GRANTS COMMITTEE: 
It was




Proposed
Cllr M. King





Seconded
Cllr H. Newton

RESOLVED that

The Grants as recommended by the Grants Committee and the Finance & General Purposes Committee be approved. It was also agreed to defer the request from the Amersham Band to the Community Services Committee Meeting on 6th December 2010.
66.
PRESENTATION FROM AMERSHAM BOWLS CLUB: Following the presentation from Mr Brian Drew for a planning extension to the Bowls Club end of the pavilion at Hervines, the Councillors were generally in favour of the proposals. Cllr Weedon suggested we should look at the entire facility at Hervines and consider whether there was an opportunity to develop the whole site in conjunction with the Bowling Club’s project. The Council asked the Clerk to carry out a review of Hervines that could be considered at the next Full Council meeting in January 2011. 
It was AGREED to:

1. Provisionally support the proposals from Amersham Bowls Club but to take a view to look at all possibilities for the site in order to optimise value for all parties.

2. Provisionally in favour of revising the lease to a term of twenty-five years.

3. Agreement to review present terms and conditions in order to facilitate possible social events once the new building is complete.

67.
APPROVAL OF THE FINAL LIST FOR CHRISTMAS LIGHTS: 

It was






Proposed
Cllr Mrs VG Head






Seconded
Cllr Mrs DI Allen

RESOLVED that
The final list of Christmas lights for 2010 for both Old Amersham and Amersham on the Hill be APPROVED. Cllr Mrs DI Allen thanked all involved with the Working Group for their efforts on this project.

68. REQUEST FOR A DONATION OF £200 FROM HS2 ACTION ALLIANCE LTD AND A FORMAL POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT DECLARING AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL’S OPPOSITION TO THIS PROJECT: Cllr SJ Axelby up-dated the Town Council on the recent rally before leaving the room under the pecuniary interest earlier declared. It was noted that the HS2 Action Alliance Ltd was not a group that individuals or the Town Council could join. It was a group asking for money to fight the High Speed Rail 2 project HS2 would create far-reaching changes in the Chilterns if allowed to go ahead. Cllr Phillips indicated that the Group was enjoying the support of Bucks CC and CDC. Several of the Councillors had reservations as to whether the Town Council had any powers to give tax-payers monies to such a group. The Clerk stated that she could not find a power under which the Town Council could legally give a direct donation.

It was




Proposed 
Cllr Mrs R. Aitken






Seconded 
Cllr Mrs DI Allen

RESOLVED to:

Support the HS2 Action Alliance Ltd by donating £200 through the Mayor’s Fund. 
69.
TOURIST SIGN FOR THE SARACEN’S HEAD PUBLIC HOUSE: 
It was




Proposed
Cllr Mrs VG Head






Seconded
Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby
RESOLVED that:

Amersham Town Council support the idea of the sign and would recommend that this is the subject of an planning application. There was concern over the siting in the Old Town. For this reason, Amersham Town Council reserve the right to change their mind should a planning application be made.
70.
TEMPORARY COMMITTEE TO IMPROVE THE FACILITIES AT MARKET HALL: A letter had been received from a member of the Amersham Society with several suggestions on how the facilities at Market Hall could be improved. The letter suggested setting up a Group to consider the current working practices of the Market Hall. It was AGREED that the Working Group already set up for the lift project could also take on the facilities of Market Hall at some stage. Cllr White was still in favour of a charitable trust to run Market Hall. The Clerk had noted the comments in the letter and would respond accordingly.
71.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS: 

The Town Clerk announced a temporary road closure in Shortway, Amersham to allow for gas main works to commence on 4 January 2011. 
72.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:
There were no matters arising for this meeting.  

73.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

Cllr Phillips requested a letter be sent to CDC to ask for consideration of parking solutions for residents having problems in Lexham Gardens and Mitchells Walk. Cllr Mrs R M Aitken mentioned the recent visits to the Hillway and Fieldway estate. There was much that could be done to improve the area but the residents would need to encourage local participation to back up any work that the Council could do. The Clerk would send a letter to the residents offering a meeting. 
The meeting closed at 21.00
      Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
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