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AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT DEACON HOUSE, ST MARY’S COURT, THE BROADWAY, 
OLD AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 28 MARCH 2011
PRESENT:





Councillor MJ Phillips (Town Mayor)




Councillor M Andrews-Reading

Councillor Mrs R Aitken




Councillor Mrs D I Allen
Councillor Mrs V G Head






Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor M. King (part time)




Councillor MD Lacey




Councillor Mrs A Lamont




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor A J Weedon



Councillor Miss M J White




Councillor R Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)

104.
APOLOGIES:
 

Councillor Mrs SJ Axelby. 
105.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no Declarations of Interest.
106.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS JANUARY - MARCH 2011 – The list was circulated at the meeting.
107.
MINUTES: 
It was 



Proposed 
Cllr Mrs V. Head






Seconded 
Cllr R. Williams
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24 January 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.  
108.
MATTERS ARISING:  
Various matters were brought up and noted by Councillors. The Community Contingency Scheme Working Group had not yet had a chance to meet. The Revit Group had the idea of an informal help group. The prickly hedges to deter anti-social behaviour on King George V Field were now planted and would be monitored throughout the summer.
109.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES: 

Community Services Committee

It was 





Proposed 
Cllr H. Maitland-Jones





Seconded  
Cllr Mrs VG Head
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 31 January 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr Miss M. White





Seconded 
Cllr AJ Weedon
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Meetings held on 07 February, 28 February and 21 March 2011 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr M Andrews-Reading





Seconded 
Cllr AJ Weedon
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 14 February 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

110.
MATTERS ARISING: 
The Revit Group wanted to pay ATC to install some bollards at the end of the footpath at Mill Lane – ownership would have to be checked and a site meeting set up. Cllr Allen issued a word of warning about using the Memorial Hut for commercial enterprises. The Clerk was talking to CDC about the requirements for a disabled seat in the Memorial Gardens.
Cllr King enters the meeting.

111.
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
It was




Proposed
Cllr M. Andrews-Reading




Seconded
Cllr Mrs RM Aitken
RESOLVED to
Approve the previously circulated accounts for January and February 2011.
112.
START TIMES OF MEETINGS AT KING GEORGE V HOUSE:
It was AGREED to keep the meeting time at 7pm until the end of the term when the newly elected Council could review this matter.
113.
APPROVAL OF PURCHASE OF MAINTAINED HANGING BASKETS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE AMERSHAM IN BLOOM WORKING GROUP:
Three quotes were considered: Window Flowers @ £2500; Amethyst @ £4250 and Plantscape @ £3750.

It was






Proposed
Cllr M. Andrews-Reading





Seconded
Cllr Mrs RM Aitken
RESOLVED to
Accept the quote from Window Flowers. Cllr Phillips noted that some 350 hours would be saved from watering the baskets and this time could be profitably spent on other Bloom projects around the town.
114.
APPROVAL OF QUOTE FOR REPAIR OF ROOF AND CEILING OF MARKET HALL:  Two quotes had been received for the ceiling works which would be covered by insurance: Badricks @ £1485 plus vat; Ivinghoe Builders @ 2878 plus vat. Brian Aldridge the Chartered Surveyor, recommended the second quote because it included full ceiling decoration; removal of drapes and speakers and included the correct materials as required by the Conservation Officer. The other quote would not comply with these guidelines. This sum would be covered by the Council insurance.
Only one quote was received for the roofing works which was the cause of the ceiling falling through. Other contractors had carried out site visits but not followed through with quotes. Ivinghoe Builders had quoted £960 plus vat to repair the roof using a cherry picker rather than scaffolding. It was recommended to allow 300 roofing tiles to carry out the repairs and make Market Hall water-tight.
It was






Proposed
Cllr M. King








Seconded 
Cllr H Maitland-Jones

RESOLVED to:

Accept the prices quoted by Ivinghoe Builders for both the ceiling and roofing works. The Councillors asked to view the tiles before they were fixed to the Market Hall. Cllr Phillips suggested placing a zonal thermostat in the roof.

115.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS: 

The proposed waste transfer station at London Road, Amersham was holding a public exhibition at Little Chalfont Village Hall on 30 March 2011. The exhibition boards were also available to view on line at www.wrg.co.uk/greatmoor . Up to 85 tonnes of waste would be collected on site before loaded onto larger bulk vehicles and transferred to Greatmoor. Over a ten hour day, Amersham would experience an average of 5 vehicles entering and leaving the site every hour – or ten lorry movements per hour. The Consultants had now completed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 
116.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:
It was reported that Kimberley Hardwicke from Bucks CC Highways would temporarily be taking over the running of the LAF from Chris Schwier. 
117.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

It was considered to make the Memorial Gardens a no-smoking area to try to alleviate the increase in cigarette butts. Rotary would be asked to tackle the weeds in Amersham on the Hill again prior to the judging of Britain in Bloom. Cllr Aitken reported that 96 bags of rubbish had been collected from the Clean Up Day and it was a good turnout of people but a poor showing from the Guides and Brownies. The Clerk was asked to write to Tesco about their trolleys and locking brakes on the wheels to stop them being taken off site.  Cllr Andrews-Reading was perturbed at a recent email from stating that the Council representative on the Amersham United Charities had resigned without letting the Town Council know. In deed, our representative had made it clear that he was happy to serve until the end of the term. It was AGREED to write to query this situation with the other trustees.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
On the proposal of Cllr M. Andrews-Reading, seconded by Cllr Mrs RM Aitken, it was agreed that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the   public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.

Items 118-123

The meeting closed at 20.45pm
Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
