



Amersham Town Council
2nd Floor, King George V House, King George V Road, Amersham, Bucks  HP6 5AW

Town Clerk:  MRS J WHEELER, CiLCA   MILCM
Telephone 01494 434000   Facsimile   01494 725300
E-mail  Townclerk@amersham-tc.gov.uk  Website  www.amersham-tc.gov.uk 
AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 01 AUGUST 2011
PRESENT


Councillor Mrs R. Aitken (Chairman)

Councillor Mrs J. Heydon (Vice Chairman)

Councillor Mrs M Harker (Town Mayor)

  



Councillor M J Phillips (Deputy Mayor)




Councillor A. Seymour




Councillor H, Trevette




Councillor Mrs L. Walsh
IN ATTENDANCE

Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)





Mr Mark Richardson (Parks Superintendent)

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Mrs D Allen (part time)





Councillor H. Newton (part time)




20
APOLOGIES

Cllr N. Shepherd; Cllr Mrs A. Lamont; Cllr M. Vivis.
21  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no Declarations.
22
 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE APPROVED MINUTES 20 JUNE 2011
It was discovered that the Chairman and Deputy had not been formally appointed. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs M. Harker and seconded by Cllr Mrs L. Walsh to appoint Cllr Mrs Ros Aitken as Chairman of the Community Services Committee. It was proposed by Cllr A Seymour and seconded by Cllr Mrs M Harker to appoint Cllr Mrs J. Heydon as the Deputy.

It was agreed to bring item 10 forward with a special dispensation for Cllr Newton to take part.

23
TO CONSIDER EXTRA PARKING AT HERVINES
 Several requests had been made for ATC to consider increasing the parking at Hervines Park. The idea was to park diagonally on the wide verge to the side of the narrow access road. The cost was estimated to be around £2,700 - £3,000 using grass matting. Land ownership was in question and the deeds seem to prove that the land does not belong to Bucks CC but was transferred to ATC in 1936. The land registry documents do not appear to show the road in ATC ownership. It was AGREED that the Clerk would contact the solicitors to query the error on the land registry documents. It was also AGREED not to pursue the request for extra parking at this stage. Cllr Newton was thanked for his work on this.
24
 UP-DATE ON AMERSHAM IN BLOOM AND REGIONAL THAMES & CHILTERNS JUDGING DAY
A report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The judges spent most of the day in Amersham and seemed to enjoy their stay. It was suggested that Stony Dean School should be entered for the Mark Mattock Cup. Thoughts were now already turning to 2012 Campaign. 

It was






Proposed
Councillor A. Seymour







Seconded 
Councillor Mrs M Harker
RECOMMENDED to

Contact the schools to see if they would like to design a poster for the 2012 Amersham in Bloom.
25
 CONFIRMATION OF APPROVED BUILDERS TO REPAIR BARN MEADOW
Brian Aldridge and Associates were appointed to project manage this job in February 2011. The brief and tenders had been circulated in June and prices had been received from three builders:
Farr & Roberts




£22,397
Berkhampstead Building Supplies


£35,505
Trigonometry





£24,295
It was






Proposed
Cllr A. Seymour







Seconded
Cllr Mrs M. Harker
RESOLVED to

Approve the quote for insured works from Farr & Roberts @£22,397. Councillors were unhappy at the length of time that has elapsed to get to this point. The Clerk would speak to the contractor to establish why this has happened. 
Cllr Newton leaves the meeting at this point.
26
 APPROVAL OF PROGRAMME OF REPAIRS AND UP-GRADES AT BARN MEADOW NOT COVERED BY INSURANCE

In order to protect this building from any possible future burst pipes, it was felt necessary to allow for a possible up-grade of the heating and also to allow for any works not covered by the programme of repairs. The following contingencies were allowed:

· Additional replacement tiling for blown area



£300

· Removal and replacement of damaged plaster


£1,000

· Repair of floor screed in small areas




£500

· Up-grade of existing heating system




£2,000

· Dayworks – items not covered above




£1,000

POSSIBLE TOTAL COST:   £4,800

Other non-insurance works include:

· External decoration






£760

· Repair of pointing to brickwork




£600

· Replacement of sections of twisted guttering



£300

· Guttering brackets and 90 degree elbows



£90

POSSIBLE TOTAL COST:  £1,750

It was





Proposed
Councillor A. Seymour







Seconded 
Councillor Mrs M Harker

RESOLVED to:

Allow these sums for possible contingencies and the non-insurance works.
27
 PRINTING OF TOWN MAP
In April of this year, the Town Council placed an order for 5-10,000 copies of a new Town Map to stand alone from the new Town Guide. The publisher was having problems selling the space for the map whilst the new Guide was generating a better response in terms of advertising sales. 
It was





Proposed
Councillor MJ Phillips







Seconded 
Councillor Mrs L Walsh

RECOMMENDED to

Postpone the Town Map and publish together with the Guide at the beginning of the year. In the meantime the Council would put a map on the website.

28
 APPROVAL OF OFFICIAL DELEGATION TO VISIT BENSHEIM
A total of five delegates had been invited to celebrate Winzerfest in September. 
It was





Proposed
Councillor MJ Phillips







Seconded 
Councillor Mrs M. Harker

RESOLVED that

The five delegates to represent Amersham at the Winzerfest Festival in September would be the Mayor and her husband; Cllr Mrs L Walsh; Mr Mark Richardson and his wife. All flights would be paid for by delegates apart from the Mayor. 

29
 APPROVAL OF A GIFT FOR THE BURGERMEISTER
It was






Proposed Councillor H. Trevette







Seconded Councillor Mrs L. Walsh
RECOMMENDED to

Purchase the four limited edition prints of Old Amersham for £168. The Clerk also got approval to purchase some bouquets for the wife of the Burgermeister and Cllr Bauer.
30.
ROUNDABOUT DESIGNS
The Town Council recently challenged the Amersham School to come up with some ideas for improving the two roundabouts at the bottom of Gore Hill and outside Tesco. The Challenge was a joint project with the Bucks Education Partnership. A few designs stood out. 

It was






Proposed
Councillor MJ Phillips








Seconded
Councillor Mrs L. Walsh

RESOLVED to

Develop the idea of the Red Kite mobile for the Gore Hill roundabout. Cllr Aitken wanted to see the roundabout outside Tesco with better planting rather than a complete new re-design.

31.
UP-DATE ON LIGHTING, WAR MEMORIAL AND DISABLED BENCH:

Another light in the Memorial Gardens to illuminate the memorial was discussed. The residents in Forge End would have to be consulted first. Cllr Seymour was making enquiries with the War Commission to resolve the repairs to the war memorial. The Clerk would look at the notes from 2009 when some actions were recorded to improve the look of the memorial and restore the names of the fallen heroes. 
Cllr Allen volunteered to have a photo with Mrs Palmer to accompany a press release regarding the ownership of the benches. Cllr Seymour confirmed that the improvement works for Market Square are due to take place at the end of September when Bucks CC carry out road re-surfacing repairs.
32.
DRAFT POLICY FOR FITNESS BUSINESSES MAKING MONEY OUT OF COUNCIL-OWNED LAND:
The Clerk had worked with Cllr Emmett to suggest a policy that would help ATC make contact with the Fitness Companies and regulate their activities in our parks. The policy at present would primarily cover fitness companies but could be extended to dog walkers and other businesses if Councillors wish. Although this would always be difficult to monitor, it was felt essential that ATC see public liability insurances; risk assessments; CRB checks if young children are in the class and any other documentation to protect the Town Council from any incidents.
It was






Proposed Councillor M. Harker







Seconded Councillor A. Seymour
RECOMMENDED that

The Town Clerk makes contact with these companies for initial documentation. No fees would be charged for the moment. A poster campaign would be put together for Council approval.
33
IMPROVEMENTS TO FACILITIES AT MARKET HALL AND HERVINES
There was concern amongst some Councillors at the standard of facilities at these properties. The cleaning had now been resolved (as confirmed in Part 2) and the Town Council can now go ahead to address the cleaning in-house. Cllr Aitken was concerned that there was no cutlery or crockery for public use although it was acknowledged that these items have disappeared in the past. It was agreed that a small Group of Councillors and volunteers would look at the two properties and suggest a programme of refurbishment to Council.
(Cllr Trevette leaves the meeting to take a phone call.)

34
IMPROVEMENTS TO MARKET HALL DECORATION
Although the ceiling had now been repaired and re-decorated, the Chairman was concerned that the wrong colour had been used on the ceiling. The Clerk would check that the correct colour reference supplied to the builders had been used. The floor was a concern and a quote had been obtained for sanding, treating and polishing. The quote was over £2,000. It was agreed that more quotes should be obtained to sand and treat the floor.

35
USE OF ATC STALL AT AMERSHAM CARNIVAL
It was agreed that more thought should go into the stall at Amersham Carnival in order to raise the profile of ATC activities. 
(Cllr Trevette re-enters the meeting.)

36
AMERSHAM TWINNING SOCIETY
Some Councillors wished to form closer ties for 2012 but there was some confusion as to why ATC was discussing a private group. Some Councillors felt that ATC should have closer ties with the Society in order to bring in fresh blood and ideas. Councillors noted that they could all join the Society independently.
37
 LITTER BINS ON BROADWAY
Cllr Trevette wanted to know why there were seven bins on one side of Broadway and only one bin – very high up – on the other side of the road. It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to CDC to request that the existing bin is lowered.
38 
COMMUNITY POST OFFICE IN OLD AMERSHAM
Cllr Trevette was concerned that the Post Office in Old Amersham should be the hub of the village and had now closed. There were several options for the community and it was AGREED that the best chance of success was to talk to Tesco about installing a Post office facility in their store.

39 
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS

There were no matters other than relating to those in item 41. 
40
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
There were no matters arising.
41
 MATTERS FOR REPORT
A site meeting had been held between Cllr Harker, the Town Clerk and Mark Cooper of Chiltern Railways. The concern of Chiltern Railways was to ensure that Amersham was not over-loaded with parking in the streets whilst the railway works were carried out. The possible use of the King George V Field was discussed – this would be for one week only at the end of August. There would be a maximum of 170 spaces but this would only be open to season ticket holders and not general public. The total spaces used could be much smaller. ATC would be paid for the use of the field but the monies would have to used on maintain the park and facilities. The Depot would carry out any repairs to the ground works at a percentage over cost. The sum suggested for use of part of the field was £2,500 but this had not been confirmed. The draft contract had been reviewed by Cllr Newton but there is a concern that the contract is very brief and not complete enough to fully protect the KGV field from any incident. Cllr Trevette pointed out that there were plenty of spaces in the multi-storey car park.

An Italian market had written to the Clerk to see whether we were interested in hosting a market at the end of October. There would be around 18 stalls and the parking bays in The Broadway would be used to enable to road to stay open. It was agreed to progress this.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS RESOLVED

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to 
be confidential.

42 and 43

Meeting closed at 21.30 hrs

....................................................... Chairman    .....................................................Date


