



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 04 APRIL 2011
PRESENT


Councillor M. King (Chairman)

Councillor H. Maitland-Jones (Vice Chairman)

Councillor M. Phillips (Town Mayor)

  



Councillor Mrs R Aitken





Councillor Mrs D I Allen





Councillor Mrs V G Head





Councillor Mrs A. Lamont





Councillor R Williams




Councillor Mrs SJ Axelby (part time)

IN ATTENDANCE

Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)

77 
APOLOGIES

Cllr M. Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor)
78  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

79
 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE APPROVED MINUTES 31 JANUARY 2011
The Minutes had been approved and discussed at the last Council Meeting. Cllr Mrs R Aitken had queries on the progress of the Street Warden initiative and the pink hut at The Pyghtle allotment. Cllr Mrs D Allen wanted an up-date on the woodland that may be felled alongside the Stanley Hill Allotment. The Clerk would chase the Forestry Commission and Keith Musgrave of CDC for the latest news on this.
80
 REQUEST FOR ATC TO MAINTAIN A NEW PROPOSED PLAY AREA EITHER SIDE OF THE A413 BY PASS
The Old Amersham Revit Group have been working towards providing a natural play area for children living in the Hillway, Fieldway and Piggotts Orchard area of Old Amersham. The areas are two triangles of land on either side of the A413. The need for more play space was identified in the Market Town Healthcheck and more recently in a survey carried out by the Revit Group. After much discussion, it was suggested that the Group give a presentation to the Town Council. In the meantime the Clerk would get a rough costing of the maintenance commitment and give the Group a framework of queries that the presentation would need to answer.
81
 MEMORIAL BENCH REQUEST IN ALLOTMENTS
It was






Proposed
Cllr Mrs VG Head








Seconded
Cllr M. King

RESOLVED to

Approve the request from Mrs Doreen Brakespear to erect a Memorial Bench in the allotments at Woodside Road in memory of her husband, Don. The Allotment Committee would maintain the bench.
82
 UP-DATE ON CLEAN UP DAY; AMERSHAM IN BLOOM AND IT’S YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
Cllr Mrs RM Aitken summarised the Clean Up Day. She felt that next year it could be better advertised and CDC should collect the rubbish. A second Clean Up Day was suggested in July.  The Amersham In Bloom Competition was due to be launched at the Mayor’s Awards on 01 May 2011. The signature flower beds would be planted in late May. 
83
 APPROVAL OF NEW INTERIOR DESIGN OF HUT IN MEMORIAL GDNS
It was





Proposed
Cllr H Maitland-Jones






Seconded
Cllr M Phillips
RECOMMENDED that

The design to provide power and a counter for tea and coffee making facilities in the Memorial Gardens hut be approved subject to consultation with the British Legion. Cllr Allen’s concerns about the hut becoming a commercial venture was noted.
84
 STREET LIGHT REPAIR IN MEMORIAL GARDENS
Since writing the report, the Town Clerk was able to inform Councillors that the mystery owner of the streetlight was the Town Council. Dave Peace recalled that the light took its power from the Memorial Gardens hut. The Clerk would ask Chris Rogers to check the cable for a fault.
85
 TO CONSIDER QUOTES FOR A REPLACMENT ROLLER MOWER
The large grassed areas on the parks and cemetery are cut by using an 8 foot wide roller mower driven by a tractor. The current mower was purchased in 2005 and is due for replacement due to wear and tear. Two quotes have been received: Wessex RMX240 Roller Mower – belt driven @ £5450 less trade in of £1000 or the Major 8400 Roller Mower driven by gearbox @ £5900 less trade in of £1305.00. 
Cllr Mrs VG Head was concerned that the mower was still worth £1000 at trade in value. She would prefer the existing mower to be refurbished. Cllr Phillips felt that either a lease option or purchase should be made as it would be false economy to refurb an old machine. The Councillors also wanted to know what guarantees would be offered if we bought from new.

The Town Clerk would defer the item until the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

86
 CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS
The Office move had been completed and the Town Clerk was awaiting a list of charges for various services from CDC.
87 
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
The Town Clerk was unsure as to the status of Devolved Services – the Mayor would make enquiries. The LAF monies had been increased from around £30,000 to £55,000. New projects for LAF would need to be with Anne Marie Davies by 3rd May 2011. 
88
 MATTERS FOR REPORT
One of the Councillors wanted to know if a charity could take some space in the newsletter. It was agreed that instead of supporting one or two charities on a regular basis, it would fair to keep a charity corner that could be used by different charities on each publication. 
The next part of the agenda was originally on a Part 2 but the Councillors considered that there was nothing contentious that should not go in the public domaine.

89.
TO CONSIDER THE PLANS OF THE OLD TOWN REVITE GROUP
It was





Proposed 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones







Seconded
Councillor M. Phillips

RECOMMENDED to

Approve the request for replacing the notice board in Market Square; erecting a permanent ceramic mural to commemorate  the death of the first Amersham Martyr and installing a tourist leaflet rack under Market Hall.

90.
REQUEST FROM AMERSHAM BOWLS CLUB FOR WRITTEN SUPPORT OF THEIR PLANNED EXTENSION AT HERVINES PARK: 

Amersham Town Council had verbally supported the plans of the Bowls Club but the condition of the Market Hall and Barn Meadow meant that the Town Clerk had no spare time to consider any projects at Hervines. It was felt that the Town Council should not make a written statement as they were unsure how this would affect their right to comment on the forthcoming planning application. The Clerk was asked to confirm what declaration they should make.
(Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby enters the meeting.)

91.
CONSECRATION OF STANLEY HILL BURIAL GROUND: An email had been received from the Rev Tim Harper asking whether the Town Council wanted Bishop Alan to consecrate any part of their burial ground. After much discussion it was agreed that we had only had one request for consecrated land and residents in the past have consecrated the plot on burial. 

Meeting closed at 20.20 hrs

....................................................... Chairman    .....................................................Date


