



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE
HELD ON MONDAY 04 OCTOBER 2010
PRESENT


Councillor M J Phillips (Town Mayor)





Councillor M King – (In-coming Chairman)





Councillor H. Maitland-Jones (Vice Chair)

Councillor Mrs R. Aitken




Councillor Mrs D I Allen – part time




Councillor Mrs S J Axelby – part time

Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor R. Williams

IN ATTENDANCE

Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)





Mr Steve Catanach




Mr Shaun Grainger

35.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW CHAIRMAN
Following the resignation of Cllr R Aitken from the Chair of this Committee, the Mayor invited nominations for a replacement Chair to serve this Committee for the remainder of the year. 

It was



Proposed – Cllr Mrs R Aitken





Seconded – Cllr R Williams

RESOLVED:

To appoint Cllr M. King to take over the Chair. Cllr Maitland Jones was consulted on this proposal and was happy to continue in the role as Vice Chairman. 

The Mayor then vacated the Chair for Cllr King to continue the meeting.
36.
 APOLOGIES

Councillor M. Andrews-Reading (Deputy Mayor)




Councillor Mrs A Lamont

Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby enters the meeting.
37. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Mrs SJ Axelby declared a personal interest as a member of the Amersham Society but there were no agenda items to apply this interest.
38.

MATTERS ARISING 
The Minutes were approved at the Council Meeting of 13th September 2010. Matters arising were discussed at this meeting. 
39. 
DEAD TREE ON ENTRANCE TO MILL LANE AND BARN MEADOW
This tree has been the subject of discussion for some time. Ownership is unclear but Bucks CC do not believe that the tree is on the footpath. There is concern that the tree could be dangerous – in high winds, this tree could hit the river, gardens and houses in High Street. There is also a fence along this footpath which needs to be made safe.
It was





Proposed – Cllr Mrs VG Head







Seconded – Cllr M. Phillips

RESOLVED that

Amersham Town Council take action to remove the dead tree and carry out fence repairs as soon as possible. The Clerk would inform the ROW officer, Corinne Waldron, at Bucks CC of this action.

Cllr Mrs DI Allen enters the room with apologies to the Committee.

40. £1000 ALLOCATED FROM LAF FUNDING FOR FLORAL ENHANCEMENT
This sum has been allocated to Amersham Town Council to be spent on floral enhancement around the town. The difficulty was to find a project that would be worthwhile and make a lasting difference. Cllr Mrs VG Head called for clarification of how LAF budgets are allocated and how much was in each category. 
It was





Proposed – Cllr H. Maitland-Jones







Seconded – Cllr M. Phillips

RECOMMENDED that

Amersham Town Council staff draft some ideas for the Gore Hill roundabout to present to Chris Schwier in order that he can approach Bucks CC. The £1000 of LAF funding would be used to develop final designs once permission is obtained. The brief would ensure that the design would have to be low maintenance due to the dangerous location of this roundabout. Joint sponsorship would also be suggested to Chris Schwier.
Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby leaves the meeting.

41. 
MEMORIAL WOODLAND FOR HERVINES PARK 
Hervines Park had been identified as the first choice for a new Memorial Woodland by the Iain Rennie Hospice. The memorial woodland is a site where families can go to remember their loved ones lost to cancer. A site meeting was carried with Shaun and Mark. The Councillors were shown the areas of woodland due to have poor specimens and over-grown trees removed in order to make room for the healthy trees. The area would then be ready to receive some new trees which would be donated by the charity. Shaun confirmed that the charity was talking about getting professional planters for these trees. There could be up to 480 deciduous broad-leafed trees planted over a three year period. The Town Council would supervise the planting and would retain control over the woodland. Hervines was the first choice of the charity due to the bluebells in spring and the close proximity of the car park. 

It was 





Proposed – Cllr Mrs VG Head






Seconded – Cllr Mrs R Aitken

RESOLVED to 

Give permission to the Iain Rennie Hospice to develop their next Memorial Woodland at Hervines Park.

42.
DOG BIN AT HERVINES PARK
The Town Clerk was asked to carry out an audit of dog bins and how much we pay CDC to empty them. A dog sign was requested for a lamp post in Chestnut Lane and possibly a dog bin once the audit was complete. Cllr Mrs VG Head stated that one of our dog bins was missing from King George V Playing Field.
It was





Proposed – Cllr M Phillips







Seconded – Cllr M King

RECOMMENDED to

Replace the missing bin at Hervines as long as Mark was happy that CDC could access the new bin. 

43.
ALLOTMENT PROVISION AND REQUEST FOR STORAGE FACILITIES
The tenants at Woodside Road request permission to purchase a new storage shed. The preferred shed would be quite large and there was confusion as to whether they would need planning permission. The Pyghtle Allotments had a shed that was considered to be beyond economical repair. The Parks Superintendant recommended replacing the sheds on both sites. 
 The Town Clerk was asked to organise a meeting between the allotment holders from all three sites and the Mayor. There may also be the possibility of a grant from the National Association of Allotment Gardeners. 

Allotment waiting list: 

The Pyghtle – 5 tenants left in Sep – 42 still on list.

White Lion Road – 3 tenants left in Sep – 11 on list – new allotments to be created this week.

Woodside Road – 1 left in Sep – 42 on list.

44.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL
The Clerk informed the Committee that the Office Accommodation Working Group had attended a useful meeting at the offices of CDC that morning. The Group were awaiting the break-down of figures for the spaces identified. A new area in the staff canteen at the top of the building had been of interest.
45. BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL
Road closure of Station Hill due to a gas leak was now old news. Nothing further to report for this meeting.
46.
MATTERS FOR REPORT (Information only)
* Letter from pupil of St Mary’s C of E Primary School asking the Town Council to support her petition to stop HS2 – Town Clerk was asked to reply on behalf of the Councillors that they would be pleased to sign her petition.

* Letter from The Amersham Society requesting a meeting to discuss the feasibility of a lift in Market Hall. Item to go on the agenda of the F&GP meeting on 01 November. 

* Annual Chilterns Conservation Board – Annual Chilterns Forum – 19th November 2010 – Saunderton, Bucks.
* Report from Cllr Mrs VG Head regarding the recent NAG meeting and the recent anti-social behaviour over the last few weekends. A Police had contacted the Town Clerk to suggest a meeting between concerned residents; the Town Council and the Police. The Police would confirm the date. 

The Town Clerk noted various other requests for items that were not on the agenda.

CHARTER FAIR

The Clerk had gathered a good amount of information on the different Charter Fairs around the country. Some towns installed traffic lights and street signs to remove for the fair. According to Land Registry, the Market Square was owned by CDC and was not part of the highway. The Councillors knew nothing of the agreement to charge the lady with a stall under Market Hall a rent. After much discussion it was agreed that the Charter Fair created a buzz in the town but it must be controlled and acceptable to residents. A small Working Group was formed to carry out further research on the rights of the Charter for Amersham. The Group would consist of the Cllr Mrs DI Allen; Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby; Cllr E Flynn; Cllr M. King; Cllr Miss MJ White and Cllr R. Williams. 








Meeting closed at 21.00 hrs 
....................................................... Chairman                 .....................................................Date
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