



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE PLANNING AND FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE
HELD ON FRIDAY  31st DECEMBER 2010
PRESENT: 





Councillor Miss M White (Chair)




Councillor Mrs D Allen


Councillor Mrs A Lamont



Councillor H Newton





Councillor A J Weedon



IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs E Richardson – Deputy Town Clerk
92.   APOLOGIES:









Councillor M J Phillips (Town Mayor)




Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Deputy Town Mayor)




Councillor M Lacey




Councillor R Williams

93.
ABSENT NO APOLOGIES:       
Councillor E Flynn

94.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

  
There were no declarations of interest.

95.   MINUTES:


It was 
Proposed –  Councillor A Weedon


Seconded – Councillor D Allen

RESOLVED

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee meeting held on 29th November 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman
96.
MATTERS ARISING:  

(i) Planning Application CH/2010/1561/FA – Flint House Woodside Rd Amersham

The recent communications from the owner of Flint House with regard to the Town Council’s previous comments on this application were discussed and a statement was agreed for submission to the District Council Planning Department.  (See Appendix II)
(ii) Planning Application CH/2010/1407/FA – Waitrose Store. 46 Sycamore Rd Amersham
Members were notified of the withdrawal of the above planning application by Waitrose and their intention to dismantle much of the existing roof mounted plant
 and screens to be replaced with less obtrusive equipment within the next 3 months.
(iii) Chiltern Pools – requirement for soakaway on King George V Field

As requested by Members, further information has been received from Chiltern District Council on the required soakaway at King George V Field.  However, Members have requested further information on the level and duration of expected disturbance during the proposed works and have asked the Deputy Town Clerk to seek advice on the Town Council’s position with regard to leasing the area of land concerned.   

(iv) Consultation on Proposed Traffic Regulation Order – Raans Road


The response from the civil engineers dealing with this project on behalf of Bucks County Council was read to Members.  Members still have concerns about the layout of the proposed raised table and pedestrian crossing.  They are particularly concerned that the raised table would actually increase the likelihood of lorries mounting the pavement, given that the raised section would be of a similar height to the adjacent pavement.  Members also expressed surprise to learn that Cala Homes had withdrawn their intention to upgrade the existing street lighting in the vicinity of the proposed development.  They do not recall this fact being notified to the Town Council.  The Deputy Town Clerk will look into this matter.  

(v) Overgrown Hedges
It was confirmed that the overgrown hedge at the junction of Weedon Lane and Copperkins Lane had been cut back by the Town Council staff.  The Deputy Town Clerk confirmed that the householders responsible for the overgrown hedging at the lower end of The Rise had been requested to cut back their hedges.  
97.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS:

(i)
Local Transport Plan (2011/12 – 2015/16 Public Consultation




It was agreed that the Deputy Town Clerk would arrange a daytime meeting for this matter to be discussed (or comments may be submitted in writing to the DTC if preferred, no later than the end of January 2011).
(ii)
Pavement on Woodside Close (rear of Boots shop)


Cllr Allen requested that Bucks County Council Highways Department be asked to expedite the repair of the pavement surface on the section of pavement to the rear of the Boots shop on Woodside Close which remains hazardous to pedestrians.
(iii)
Faulty Streetlight – London Road West

The faulty street light outside Hundreds House on London Road West will be reported to Bucks County Council Highways Department.
(iv)
Damaged Pavement Outside No 37 Highland Road

Members have noted the damage to the pavement outside No 37 Highland Road, which seems to have occurred during development work at the property, possibly as a result of a skip being delivered to the site.  Bucks County Council Highways Department will be notified of the problem.

(v)
Amersham Local Area Forum – HS2 Proposals


Clr Allen reported that the Local Area Forum has indicated that Bucks County Council are apparently intending to co-ordinate a response to the HS2 proposals on behalf of all interested parties.  It was suggested that the Town Council should discuss whether they think this would be the best approach.
98.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:


(i)
SEX ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE



Members had no comments for submission on the proposed Draft District Council Policy.
99. MATTERS FOR REPORT:
(i) Planning Applications to be considered by Chiltern Planning Committee:



CH/2010/1561/FA – Flint House, 197-199 Woodside Rd Amersham – “Change of use from Office (Use Class B1) to Children’s Day Nursery (Use Class D1).” – to be discussed at CDC Planning Meeting on 6th January 2011.
(ii) Notification of Planning Appeals:
CH/2010/1007/FA – Land at Rear of 10-14 Hill Ave Amersham – “Erection of part two storey, part three storey building comprising 10 flats, erection of detached bin store, reconfiguration of car park to front and rear of site with two new vehicular accesses to front of existing buildings and associated landscaping” – Appeal withdrawn.

CH/2010/1225/FA – Rear of 11,13 & 15 Parkfield Ave Amersham – “Detached dwelling and alterations to existing access drive including a new passing bay” – Appeal lodged

CH/2010/0395/FA – 20 Millshot Drive, Amersham – “Detached chalet bungalow served by existing access from Millshot Drive and detached garage to serve No 20” – Appeal lodged.

CH/2010/1041/FA – Old Steam Barn Highbarn Farm Cherry Lane Woodrow – “Conversion of agricultural building into a single dwelling-house including replacement of part of single storey wing on west side of building” – Appeal lodged.

CH/2010/0910/FA – Half Way Up 2 Highover Park Amersham – “Detached double garage” – Appeal allowed.


(iii) Notification of Temporary Road Closure
Hyrons Lane (between junction with Orchard Road and junction with Highland Road) – works to commence on 28th February for approximately 4 weeks for gas main replacement.
(iv) Letters of Thanks from Grant Recipients

Members were notified of the letters of thanks from the following grant recipients: Amersham & Chesham Hard of Hearing Club, Age Concern, Chiltern Air Ambulance and the Citizens Advice Bureau.
(v) Request for Funding from Amersham Free Church
Members discussed the request from the Amersham Free Church for funding towards the proposed Child Contact Centre in Amersham.  It was suggested that the request be taken into consideration in the Spring when the monies allocated by the Town Council to grant funding will be reassessed.
100. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: LISTS DATED 26th NOVEMBER, 3rd & 10th DECEMBER (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED APPENDIX I)
The Meeting closed at  13.00hrs
…………………………………………     Chairman      ………………………    Date
APPENDIX I
	CH/2010/1849/FA
	The Crown Hotel 16 High Street Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0DH 

	Single storey extension to north west side of the Bailey Block
	Recommend refusal (31.12.10.)

Members have concerns about the loss of parking space on the site and the impact on access to the rear of properties on Whileden Street.



	CH/2010/1844/FA
	Land at The Paddock Quill Hall Lane Amersham Buckinghamshire 
	Retention and completion of redevelopment of site to provide one pair of semi-detached houses and three terraced houses, with a detached triple garage and a detached double garage to the rear of the site, served by an additional access from Quill Hall Lane and an altered existing access (amendment to planning permission CH/2010/1382/FA)

	No comment (31.12.10.)

	CH/2010/1840/FA
	66 Lincoln Park Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 9HF

	Single storey rear conservatory
	No objection (31.12.10.)

	CH/2010/1920/KA
	Andalsnes 33 Highfield Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6HG 

	Felling of five cypresses within a Conservation Area
	No comment (31.12.10.)

Refer to Tree Officer

	CH/2010/1888/FA
	Unit 4 Fairview Industrial Estate Raans Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6JY 

	Replacement metal cladding and alterations to fenestration within existing building and demolition of redundant two storey section

	No objection (31.12.10.)



	CH/2010/1882/FA
	Melrose 114 Chestnut Lane Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6DZ

	Single storey side/rear extension (amendment to planning permission CH/2010/0810/FA)
	No objection (31.12.10.)



	CH/2010/1867/FA
	164 Woodside Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6NT
	Creation of vehicular access and laying of hardstanding

	Recommend refusal (31.12.10.)

Although Members sympathize with the requirement for off-street parking, they have concerns about the proximity of the proposed vehicle access to a bus-stop and busy road junction, especially given that vehicles will be required to either ingress or egress the site in reverse gear, there being no room to turn on the area of hard-standing.



	CH/2010/1865/FA
	3 Canterbury Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 9HA
	Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension

	No objection (31.12.10.)



	CH/2010/1856/FA
	Cephyl 6 Highland Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 9AU 
	Part two storey, part single storey rear extension and detached single garage

	No objection (31.12.10.)



	CH/2010/1854/FA
	Allens Barn Farm Rectory Hill Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0BT 
	Erection of detached outbuilding comprising double garage and store with first floor habitable space

	Discussed (31.12.10.)



	CH/2010/1726/HB
	62 High Street Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0DS
	Single storey extension and external alterations to existing outbuilding and erection of two supporting piers to existing eastern boundary wall

	No comment (31.12.10.)

Refer to Listed Buildings Officer

	CH/2010/1725/FA
	62 High Street Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0DS
	Single storey extension and external alterations to existing outbuilding and erection of two supporting piers to existing eastern boundary wall
	Discussed (31.12.10.)

Members have concerns about the extended outbuilding being used for ancillary use.


APPENDIX II
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Amersham Town Council considered Planning Application CH/2010/1561/FA at their meeting on 29th November 2010.

The Councillors discussed whether to declare an interest in this application due to the fact that the Town Council had viewed the property in June 2010 and had discussed the offer of a lease at their Council Meeting on 12 July 2010. Minute 40 notes that the freehold option had been withdrawn in favour of a lease offer on Flint House with a first option to purchase. Our Minutes state that ATC would prefer a freehold purchase. 

For many of our Councillors, this was the only time Flint House was discussed in a Council Meeting.

Flint House was considered again at the Finance Meeting on 23 August 2010. Please note that not all Planning Members also sit on the Finance Committee. The outcome was to appoint a Working Group to consider all the various offers made to the Council over the year and a decision was also taken to approach CDC once again.

The remit of the Clerk was to keep all the options open in a challenging economic climate where the progress of the building work on The Courthouse was intermittent and ever-changing. The emails to Nick Ball should not be construed as Council decisions.

At no time did Amersham Town Council meet the owners of Flint House or the agent, Nick Ball, in order to open negotiations. 

By the time this planning application came before Amersham Town Council, many Councillors considered that enough time had elapsed for there to be no conflict of interest. Furthermore, Amersham Town Council was close to confirming a deal for the lease of office space at CDC and had no further interest in Flint House.

Planning Minutes 31.12.10.

