



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE PLANNING AND FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE
HELD ON MONDAY 17 MARCH 2008
PRESENT: 
Councillor Miss M J White (Chair)



Councillor M King (Town Mayor)



Councillor M Phillips  (Deputy Town Mayor)



Councillor E Flynn 


Councillor A J Weedon

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs E Richardson – Administrative Officer
125.   APOLOGIES:
Councillor Mrs A Lamont (Vice-Chair)


Councillor Mrs D I Allen


Councillor M Lacey



Councillor H Newton



Councillor Mrs B Ottaway






  
126.   MINUTES:


It was 
Proposed –  Councillor A J Weedon


Seconded –  Councillor M Phillips

RESOLVED

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee meeting held on 25 February 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
127. MATTERS ARISING:  
Further to the comment made at the last Planning meeting on the state of the footpaths running through Rectory Wood, it was reported that the Estates Manager had arranged to have the footpath levelled to improve the route for walkers.
128.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:      

There were no declarations of interest.
129.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS:
(i) Minerals & Waste Core Strategy Development Plan (Preferred Options Consultation)
Members were advised that the County Council will be holding further public consultation meetings on the Preferred Options for its Minerals & Waste Core Strategy on 2nd April (19:15 – 21:30 at Gerrards Cross Community Hall) and 8th April (19:15 – 21:30 at the Curzon Centre, Beaconsfield).
Any Members wishing to attend should call 01296 383207 to book their place.

(ii)
Faulty Illuminated Street Signs & Bollards
Notification has been received from the County Council that new initiatives are to be introduced to help identify defective illuminated signs and bollards.  The County Council is therefore seeking the Town Council’s support in identifying and reporting faulty equipment.
130.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS: LISTS DATED   22nd 29th FEBRUARY & 7th MARCH 2008  (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED APPENDIX I)

.

The Meeting closed at 20.25pm
…………………………………………     Chairman      ………………………    Date

APPENDIX I
	CH/2008/0268/FA
	3B Orchard Lane Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5AB
	Conversion of garage to living accommodation and erection of detached single garage (Renewal of planning permission CH/2003/1244/FA)
	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0206/FA
	27 Chesham Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5HN 
	New shop front
	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0172/FA
	47 Sycamore Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5EQ 
	Installation of 6 no. air conditioning units mounted on the roof of the single storey rear projection
	No comment (17.03.08.)

Refer to Environmental Officer

	CH/2008/0315/TP
	12 Eagle Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6TD
 
	Crown reduction of horse chestnut tree protected by a Tree Protection Order
	No comment (17.03.08.)

Refer to Tree Officer

	CH/2008/0314/TP
	12 Eagle Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6TD 

	Felling of two horse chestnut trees protected by a Tree Protection Order
	No comment (17.03.08.)

Refer to Tree Officer

	CH/2008/0213/AV
	47 Sycamore Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5EQ 

	Retention of internally illuminated fascia sign and 1no. internally illuminated projecting sign
	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0068/FA
	Former School Field And Former Depot Raans Road Amersham Buckinghamshire 
	Construction of 84 dwellings and new church building with associated access roads and parking areas together with a multi-use games area and public open space
	Recommend refusal (17.03.08.)

Whilst Members are not opposed to limited development of this site, they object to the current application on the grounds listed below:

1. Overdevelopment of the site with insufficient remaining public open space.  The Town Council would want to see at least 50% retention of public open space on the site to meet the needs of residents already living nearby, as well as residents moving to the site.

2. Such extensive development of the site would be against Chiltern Open Space and Recreation Strategy 2006 which agreed 75% retention of open public open space on Raans Field.

3. The proposed development of the site would also be against the policy of Sport England whose guidance follows that set out by national Government on the protection of such facilities.  The site does not meet any of its specific exceptions on opposing the loss of playing fields.

4. The proposed all-weather pitch would be limited to use for organized events and as an open space would not be available for public use.

5. The proposed play area on the site is inadequate in size to meet the needs of the incoming residents.

6. It was considered that the proposed density is too high for the locality.

7. There is inadequate parking provision for the proposed church (with only 65 parking spaces for a 500 seat auditorium).

8. It was noted that there appears to be no coach parking provision for the church but it is assumed from the anticipated use of the church as an event centre, that this would be required.  

9.  It was felt that a church of this size and with proposals for its extensive use, should have its own access, rather than be restricted to the proposed single access road for the whole site.

10. In pre-application talks between the Town Council and the developer, it was indicated that the developer would agree to an upgrade of the existing street lighting on Raans Road under a Section 106 agreement and this information was relayed to CDC Planning Department.  However, there is no proposal in the current application to upgrade the streetlighting on Raans Road.

11. It was agreed that the proposed highway improvement schemes (speed table and pedestrian crossing) on Raans Road would have limited efficacy if the current street lighting provision were not improved. 

	CH/2008/0356/FA
	Bois Gate 13 South Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5LX 
	New roof to existing single storey rear projection
	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0346/FA
	The Barn Rectory Hill Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0BT 
	Roof lantern on existing flat roof rear projection

	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0294/FA
	47 Sycamore Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5EQ 
	Change of use of public highway for positioning of 6 chairs and 2 tables associated with proposed coffee shop use.

	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0212/FA
	47 Sycamore Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5EQ 
	Retention of alterations to shopfront

	No objection (17.03.08.)

	CH/2008/0369/TP
	16 Eagle Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 6TD 
	Reduction of a branch of a horse chestnut tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order

	No comment (17.03.08.)

Refer to Tree Officer


Planning Minutes 17.03.08.

