



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE PLANNING AND FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE
HELD ON MONDAY 24th NOVEMBER  2008
PRESENT: 
Councillor E Flynn (Chair)



Councillor Miss M J White (Vice-Chair) 


Councillor M Phillips (Deputy Town Mayor) 


 
Councillor Mrs R Aitken


Councillor Mrs D I Allen




Councillor H Newton



Councillor A J Weedon

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Cllr M Andrews-Reading



Mrs E Richardson (Administration Officer)
80.   APOLOGIES:
Councillor M King (Town Mayor)




Councillor M Lacey


Councillor Mrs A Lamont



Councillor Mrs B Ottaway

81.   MINUTES:


It was 
Proposed –  Councillor M Phillips


Seconded –  Councillor Miss M White

RESOLVED

Subject to the following amendment, the Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Committee meeting held on 3 November 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
Minute No. 76 Delegated Budget 2009/10 – Item (b)  - “Lane Wood Close – resurfacing of turning circle at the end of the close”.  Cllr White requested that her recommendation for resurfacing in Lanewood Close under the Delegated Budget Scheme be amended to read as follows – “resurfacing required as a result of damage from traffic and run-off water”
82. MATTERS ARISING:  

(i)
Amersham & Wycombe College – public access to grounds


Following a request for further information on the ‘right to roam’ and ‘common access’ status of the college grounds, the BCC Rights of Way Officer has replied that the college is not an open access site and therefore no such rights exist.
83.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:      

In her capacity as a Member of the CDC Planning Committee, Cllr Allen declared an interest and refrained from comment on Item 5 on the Agenda (Raans Field Development) and Application No. CH/2008/1700/FA (Amersham & Wycombe College).
84.
RAANS FIELD DEVELOPMENT:

Members were informed of the notification from GKA Ltd that a further planning application has been submitted to CDC for the development of Raans Field.  The key changes from the previous application were noted and the full application will be considered at the next Town Council Planning Committee Meeting to be held on 22 December 2008.  
85.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS:
(i) Application to Divert Public Footpath No 30 & 31 Amersham – (North Barn Highbarn Farm Cherry Lane Woodrow). – Members considered the application made to Bucks County Council by the landowner of High Barn Farm to divert the above footpaths, but made no comment.
(ii) Bucks County Council Energy from Waste Initiative
Members were informed of the update received from the County Council on this project and noted that potential sites for the Waste Transfer Stations (including London Rd Amersham) have yet to be confirmed.

86.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:
(i) Planning Application No. CH/2008/0393/FA  (Station Court, The Avenue, Amersham) - it was noted that the appeal on this application has been allowed by the Planning Inspectorate.
(ii) Planning Application No. CH/2008/1412/FA (Cumbrae Cottage, Quill Hall Lane, Amersham) – it was noted that an appeal has been lodge on the above planning application.
(iii) Street Closure, Amersham Festival, 12th December 2008  - Members were informed of notification from the District Council on the street closure. 
87.
MATTERS FOR REPORT:
(i)
Hill Avenue – Cllr Phillips reported that he had requested with Bucks County Council that the pavement outside the Londis shop / post office on Hill Avenue be levelled and that consideration be given to providing a disabled parking space outside the post office.  Bucks Highways Department has agreed to address these issues.  
  

(ii)
St Michael’s Forecourt, Sycamore Rd – Members commented on the unstable paving slabs in front of St Michael’s Church and asked that Bucks County Council be asked to stabilise the slabs.
88.
LICENSING:
Members were notified that the District Council has recommended that the CDC Licensing Committee formally adopt a policy of Special Saturation for Amersham Old Town at its meeting on 27 November 2008.

88.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS: LISTS DATED 31st OCTOBER, 7th & 14th NOVEMER  2008  (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED APPENDIX I)

The Meeting closed at 20.45
…………………………………………     Chairman      ………………………    Date
APPENDIX I
	CH/2008/1741/FA
	21 First Avenue Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 9BJ

	Two storey rear extension
	Recommend refusal  (24.11.08.)

Members still have concerns about the impact of the proposed rear extension on the neighbouring property of No. 22 First Avenue.



	CH/2008/1554/HB
	21 The Broadway Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0HL 
	Retention of wooden structure to house air conditioning units and associated internal works.

	No objection (24.11.08.)

	CH/2008/1553/FA
	21 The Broadway Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0HL 

	Retention of wooden structure to house air conditioning units.
	No objection (24.11.08.)

	CH/2008/1759/FA
	11 White Lion Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 9JU

	Erection front porch and garage conversion to habitable accommodation

	No objection (24.11.08.)

Subject to there being adequate parking provision.



	CH/2008/1700/FA
	Amersham And Wycombe College Amersham Campus Stanley Hill Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 9HN 
	Demolition of existing college building and redevelopment of site to provide detached three storey  college building with lower ground floor level, associated car parking, landscaping and alterations to existing vehicular access

	Recommend refusal (24.11.08.)

Whilst Members are in support of the general project, they believe that the proposed Travel Plan associated with the development will not be sufficient to prevent the exacerbation of the current parking issues around the site.  With no scope for extra off site parking near the college they would rather see an enhanced on-site parking provision to accommodate the inevitable increase in parking requirement.



	CH/2008/1673/SA
	11 Lexham Gardens Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5JP
	Certificate of Lawfulness for the proposed operation relating to the insertion of two rear dormer windows and three roof lights in front elevation to facilitate a loft conversion

	No comment (24.11.08.)

Refer to Legal Officer

	CH/2008/1704/HB
	Highbarn Farm Cherry Lane Through Woodrow Woodrow Buckinghamshire HP7 0RP 
	Conversion of agricultural building into a single dwelling house
	Recommend refusal 24.11.08.)

As for the previous Full Application for the barn conversion, Members commented that an established route is being eroded by a limitation of use being imposed on use of the existing track.



	CH/2008/1629/FA
	19 Chesham Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5HN 
	Change of use of first floor from office to flat (use class C3)

	No objection (24.11.08.)

	CH/2008/1545/FA


	32 Woodside Close Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5EF
	Two storey rear extension and extension to front dormer window
	No objection (24.11.08.)

	CH/2008/1786/FA
	Angrove 101 Station Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0AH 

	Two storey front extension, rear pitched roof, rendering of brickwork

	No objection (24.11.08.)



	CH/2008/1785/FA
	Angrove 101 Station Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0AH 
	New mansard roof to replace pitched roof, insertion of rear dormer window, alterations to existing front and rear dormer windows and rendering of walls

	No objection (24.11.08.)



	CH/2008/1784/FA
	Tegfan 19 Station Road Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0BG 

	Part two storey, part first floor rear extension

	No objection (24.11.08.)



	CH/2008/1695/HB
	The Artichoke 9 Market Square Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0DF 
	Rebuilding of roof and front and rear gable walls and making good of exterior, internal repairs including structural repairs, replacement staircase, replacement windows and doors and making good of interior following fire damage

	No objection (24.11.08.)

Subject to Listed Building Officer’s consent

	CH/2008/1694/FA
	The Artichoke 9 Market Square Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0DF 
	Rebuilding of roof and front and rear gable walls following fire damage

	No objection (24.11.08.)



	CH/2008/1684/FA
	Four Winds The Platt Amersham Buckinghamshire HP7 0HX
	Detached outbuilding and erection of fencing along front boundary

	Discussed (24.11.08.)

Members have concerns about the gradual loss of the building’s character.



	CH/2008/0981/FA
	13 Hill Avenue Amersham Buckinghamshire HP6 5BD 
	First floor rear extensions incorporating rear roof extension to provide 4no. flats at first and second floor levels and retention of existing shop front

	Recommend refusal (24.11.08.)

Members considered the proposals to be a cramped  overdevelopment of the site and have concerns about there being sufficient parking provision.


Planning Minutes 24.11.08.

