Amersham Town Council

The Court House, King George V Road, Amersham, Bucks  HP6 5ST


Town Clerk:  MRS J WHEELER,  CiLCA   MILCM
Telephone  01494 586892   Facsimile   01494 586890

E-mail  Townclerk@amersham-tc.gov.uk  Website  www.amersham-tc.gov.uk 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 01 NOVEMBER 2010 
PRESENT:
            Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Chairman)

Councillor A J Weedon (Vice Chairman)




Councillor M J Phillips (Mayor)




Councillor Mrs S J Axelby 




Councillor E C J Flynn

Councillor Mrs V Head

Councillor M King

Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton (part time)


Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mrs J Wheeler – Town Clerk




Councillor Mrs DI Allen





Andy Carswell (Bucks Free Press)

There was a presentation from Paul Gosling and John Dodd of the Citizens Advice Bureau detailing the demands on their service and ways that ATC can help them in the future.

There was a second presentation from Martin Brooks and Christopf Geppert of the Amersham Society with plans for a lift to be installed in Market Hall. 

                                  




29.
APOLOGIES: Councillor Mrs R Aitken.

30.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor A Weedon declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 42 as Chairman of the Amersham-Bensheim Twinning Group. Cllr SJ Axelby declared an pecuniary interest as a member of the HS2 Action Alliance Group – this item was not on the agenda but was discussed under Other Matters. Cllr Mrs DI Allen declared a non-pecuniary interest in any item that may involve planning permission because she is a member of the CDC Planning Committee.

31.
FINANCE MATTERS    


It was




Proposed
Councillor H. Maitland-Jones





Seconded 
Councillor M. King

RECOMMENDED THAT 

            Financial Year 2010-11
(i)   Income and Expenditure Report period ending 31 August 2010 

(ii)  Cash flow as at 31 August 2010 

(iii) Balance sheet as at 31 August 2010 

(iv) Accounts paid to 31 August 2010
Financial Year 2010-11
(v)  Income and Expenditure Report period ending 30 September 2010


(vi) Cash flow as at 30 September 2010
(vii) Balance sheet as at 30 September 2010
(viii) Accounts paid to 30 September 2010

32.
BUDGET PROPOSALS AND PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS FOR 2011 - 2012

Following the Budget Briefing the previous week, the Clerk had composed some notes that were due to be circulated. The final precept approval could not be made until the Council was able to confirm office arrangements for early in the new year. It was AGREED to defer the approval until the figures would be re-visited at the December Finance meeting.
33.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE

The Grants Sub-Committee had met to consider the applications. A full list of the awards had been circulated to all Councillors. Cllr Head queried the sum of £1000 recommended to the Citizens Advice Service. She pointed out that whilst the CAB receives funding from Chiltern District Council, their service also extends to South Bucks District Council’s area when they do not currently receive any financial contribution from this authority.

It was




Proposed
Cllr M. King






Seconded
Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby

RECOMMENDED that

The list of recommendations from the Grants Sub-Committee be honoured but with the proviso that a letter should be sent encouraging CAB to recover a fair proportion of funding from South Bucks District Council. The Grants would be ratified at the Full Council meeting on 22 November.

34.
APPOINTMENT OF A SOLICITOR TO HANDLE LEGAL AFFAIRS FOR AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
The Town Clerk has only received an expression of interest from one company despite contacting six different practices. It was AGREED to defer the appointment until the Full Council Meeting on 22nd November 2010.

35.
ANTI-VIRUS RENEWAL AND 4 GB RAM FOR SERVER FROM KCS
It was






Proposed
Councillor H. Maitland-Jones






Seconded
Councillor Mrs VG Head

RESOLVED that

Renewal of the anti-virus software and the anti-spam licensing with a ten user license for Symantec End Point Security with multi-tier protection for £397 plus vat and three hours labour with KCS. PLUS the server would receive an up-grade to four gigabyte of RAM to preserve the life of the server and improve performance at a cost of £137 plus vat and labour.

36.
RESPONSE TO THE PRESENTATION FROM THE AMERSHAM SOCIETY
The Amersham Society would like to work with Amersham Town Council to install a lift in the Market Hall building. Various options have been considered in the past but discounted due to the constraints of working with a Grade II listed building that is protected by English Heritage and situated in the Conservation Area of Old Amersham. The costing of the feasibility study at this stage was considered to be in the region of £2500. The Amersham Society was willing to put £1000 towards the study. The project had already been discussed with the CDC Conservation Officer. 

It was




Proposed
Cllr H. Maitland-Jones






Seconded
Cllr Mrs VG Head

RESOLVED to 

Form a Working Group to carry out research in to the feasibility of the project and report back to the Council. No funding was committed at this stage. Members of the Working Group would include: Cllr Miss M White; Cllr Mrs SJ Axelby; Cllr M. Phillips and Cllr M. King plus two members of The Amersham Society.

37.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS

Amersham Town Council has been approached about taking over the market in Amersham on the Hill. Cllr Mrs VG Head and Mrs DI Allen were concerned that they had some information on this topic from CDC that was not yet in the public domain. It was AGREED to defer this item to the Full Council meeting on 22nd November. 
38.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

Buckinghamshire Rural Affairs Annual Conference is being held in Milton Keynes on 29th November. There was an item on HS2 that may be of relevance to members. 
39.
MATTERS FOR REPORT

Cllr SJ Axelby had requested an item to be added to the agenda on support for the work of the HS2 Action Alliance Group. A supplementary agenda had not been issued for which the Clerk later apologised. Cllr Axelby was requesting financial support of around £200 and also wanted the Town Council to consider adopting a policy confirming its opposition to HS2. The Clerk had made enquiries with the legal department at Bucks CC and had copies of dispensation forms for individual Councillors. There was caution over giving any monies and it was agreed that it would have to be an agenda item in order for an award to be made. It was AGREED to defer this item but put it on the agenda of the next Council Meeting. In the meantime, the Council had issued a Statement confirming opposition to HS2 last April. 

Cllr Newton leaves the meeting.
       The meeting closed at 20.59pm

Chairman ……………………………                                 Date ………………………….
