


AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2010 
PRESENT:
            Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Chairman)

Councillor M Phillips (Mayor)

Councillor Mrs R Aitken 



Councillor Mrs V Head



Councillor M King

Councillor H Maitland-Jones
Councillor H Newton




Councillor A Weedon
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr D Knowles – Town Clerk




Miss A Ayer

65.
APOLOGIES: Councillor E Flynn, Councillor M Lacey & Councillor Miss M White               


  

66.
ABSENT NO APOLOGIES:  Councillor J Fage
67.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None 
68.
MINUTES: 
The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 14 December 2009 were
Proposed 
Councillor M Phillips




Seconded 
Councillor V Head

RESOLVED THAT:

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 14 December 2009 be confirmed as true record and signed by the Chairman.
69.
MATTERS ARISING
The Town Clerk was asked to clarify the response from the Raans Field developer in respect of upgrading the Raans Road footway lighting.
The Town Clerk confirmed that the developer had declined to upgrade the lights and ATC’s policy was therefore not to adopt any additional lights the developer would be
erecting under the planning consent.  The Town Clerk agreed to arrange for the Raans Road lighting to be inspected, particularly for obscuring by trees.
70.
FINANCE MATTERS  
The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to an amendment to the Balance Sheet.  The Balance Sheet now shows the Christmas Light Reserve in deficit by £316 and the 2010/11 budget makes no provision for this or any other reserve contribution.  The Town Clerk also drew members’ attention to the quote of £13,000 for repairs, replacements, installation and removal of Christmas lights for 2010 against a revenue budget provision of £10,500.  There followed discussion on the loss of income from Little Chalfont contract and the investment return whereupon the Town Clerk agreed to circulate staff hours of work in Little Chalfont for 2007 and 2010 for debate at the next F & GP meeting.

It was 
Proposed
Councillor Mr H Maitland Jones




Seconded   
Councillor M King
RECOMMENDED THAT 

(i)   Income and Expenditure Report period ending 31 January 2010



(ii)  Cash Flow as at 31 January 2010

(iii) Balance Sheet as at 31 January 2010 (as amended)

(iv) Accounts paid to 31 January 2010
be approved.
The Town Clerk reported that an on going review of the Financial Regulations was nearing completion.  It was agreed the revised regulations be submitted to Council on 29 March for implementation on 1 April 2010.
71.
DIAL-A-RIDE
Members considered the letter from Dial-a-Ride and whilst having great sympathy for their circumstances recognised the Town Council’s finances were in a difficult situation.  The Town Clerk was directed to write suggesting Dial-a-Ride submit a grant application for the autumn grants.
72.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Following the discussion on Christmas light funding under Finance Matters (Minute No. 70) the Town Clerk was asked to seek alternative quotes for the work as listed.
73.
HALL & PAVILION HIRE
(i) Pavilion Hire Fees
Members considered the Town Clerk’s report and it was




Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Seconded
Councillor R Aitken
RECOMMENDED THAT

Pavilion hire fees be aligned to Hall hire fees when being hired for non-sporting use.
(ii) Forfeited Security Deposits
The Town Clerk outlined the reasons for Hall & Pavilion security deposits.
It was

Proposed
Councillor V Head



Seconded
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RECOMMENDED THAT

The recent forfeited security deposit be donated to the Coombe Hill Monument appeal via the Jubilee Account and the resident concerned be advised of this action.
(iii) Market Hall Hire Fee – Jean Archer Award
It was



Proposed
Councillor H Maitland-Jones



Seconded
Councillor M King


RECOMMENDED THAT


The hire fee for the Jean Archer Award Ceremony on 12 June be waived.
74.
FREE CAR PARKING
Members considered the request from the Philatelic Society for free car parking on 4 September.
It was agreed that CDC be requested to allow free car parking for the
1. Philatelic Exhibition on 4 September

2. Amersham Carnival on 10 July

3. Amersham on the Hill and Amersham Old Town Late Night Shopping events.

75.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS
(i) Public Toilets
Members were advised that the CDC proposed policy for ATC to take on responsibility for the public toilets was still under review by CDC .  It was agreed the matter be referred to Council on 29 March.

(ii) Safety Advisory Group
Members noted the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) documentation.
76.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

i) Devolved    Services                                                                                         The Town Clerk outlined the discussions with BCC on additional devolved services.  It was agreed that ATC would not take on additional services unless there was additional payment which BCC had indicated would not be available.
ii) Vehicle Activate Signs (VAS)
The Town Clerk reported that the VAS would cost between £3,500 and £7,800 according to maintenance liability.
Cllr Head agreed to investigate the maintenance cost of a VAS in the area and report to the next F & GP meeting.

iii) Snow Clearance
The Town Clerk was asked to enquire of CDC what the responsibilities were of shop keepers in respect of clearing their shop frontages of snow.
77.
MATTERS FOR REPORT
(i) Bucks Community Action (BCA)
The Town Clerk reported on the name change and constitution of BCA to “Community Impact Bucks”.  The Town Clerk was asked to enquire what services BCA had provided to Amersham.
(ii) Gas Mains Upgrade
The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the gas mains upgrade which will affect large areas of the town between February 2010 and April 2011
(iii) Youth Festival
The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the fact that the Town Council had not formally agreed to support the Youth Festival planned for 10 and 11 July.  It was also highlighted that neither the Town Council nor Roundtable insurance could be used for cover of this event.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was



Proposed
Councillor M Phillips


Seconded
Councillor M King
Resolved that
That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.

78.
TOWN COUNCIL ACCOMMODATION
Members noted the excellent report submitted by the Deputy Town Clerk and regretted that the proposals within the report were no longer available following rejection by the property owner.

The Town Clerk was directed to contact the HMCS consultant requesting temporary serviced office in the Old Town be arranged for the duration of the Court House works.
The meeting closed at 20.52
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….







