



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 23 AUGUST 2010 
PRESENT:
            Councillor A J Weedon (Vice Chairman)



Councillor M J Phillips (Mayor)




Councillor Mrs S J Axelby (part time)




Councillor E C J Flynn
Councillor Mrs V Head

Councillor M King
Councillor M D Lacey




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton


Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mrs J Wheeler – Town Clerk




Miss A Ayer – Finance Manager
There was a short presentation from Linda Petrons and Gillian Bennett from the Iain Rennie Hospice explaining the work of the charity and the benefits of supporting the planting of a memorial woodland. Questions were answered and a discussion of the project followed before the meeting opened.
1.
APOLOGIES: Councillors Mrs R Aitken and Cllr Andrews-Reading
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor White declared a personal interest in item 6 on the agenda as a member of the Old Amersham Revitalisation Group.  Councillor Newton declared a personal interest in item 11. (On arrival, Cllr Axelby declared a personal interest in item 7.)
3.
FINANCE MATTERS    

It was




Proposed
Councillor Mrs V Head




Seconded 
Councillor H Maitland-Jones
RECOMMENDED THAT 

Financial Year 2010-11
(i)   Income and Expenditure Report period ending 30 June 2010 

(ii)  Cash flow as at 30 June 2010 

(iii) Balance sheet as at 30 June 2010 

(iv) Accounts paid to 30 June 2010
Financial Year 2010-11
(v)  Income and Expenditure Report period ending 31 July 2010


(vi) Cash flow as at 31 July 2010
(vii) Balance sheet as at 31 July 2010
(viii) Accounts paid to 31 July 2010
Cllr Mrs S J Axelby enters the meeting.

4.
PLANTING A MEMORIAL WOODLAND WITH THE IAIN RENNIE HOSPICE
The charity favored the two sites of woodland at Hervines Park and Second Charsleys Wood. Some of the Councillors wished to consider the site of the future Woodland Burial Ground at Stanley Hill Cemetery. There was a little confusion over the Wendover Memorial Woodland site featured in the presentation, which was an empty field whereas the two sites at Hervines are existing woodland. The charity would be looking to plant in February 2011. 
It was






Proposed
Councillor Mrs V G Head






Seconded
Councillor M. King

RESOLVED to

Attend a site meeting with Shaun Grainger and Mark Richardson to consider both Hervines Park and Stanley Hill Cemetery as potential sites for a Memorial Woodland.
5.
DELEGATED BUDGET PROPOSALS WITH BUCKS CC
The Local Area Forum Delegated Budget Assessment Scheme paperwork had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. Projects must be related to the highways such as accessibility issues; congestion issues; environmental; road safety and maintenance issues. The Amersham Action Group and the Old Amersham Revitalisation Group would be consulted. It was AGREED to gather ideas for approval at the next Council Meeting. 
6.
MAINTENANCE OF NEW LAMP IN MARKET SQUARE MAKEOVER PROJECT
It was





Proposed
Councillor H. Maitland-Jones






Seconded 
Councillor Mrs V Head

RESOLVED for

Amersham Town Council to maintain the new lamp in Market Square once the refurbishment of the square is complete.

7.
BANNER ON MARKET HALL TO PUBLICISE THE HS2 PROTEST
A letter had been received requesting permission to display a banner on Market Hall on behalf of the Stop HS2 Railway Action Alliance Group. 
It was






Proposed
Councillor M. King






Seconded
Councillor Mrs V Head

RESOLVED that

Amersham Town Council would NOT give permission for this banner to go on Market Hall. The consensus was that Market Hall should be used for publicising local charitable and fund-raising events rather than supporting the causes of protest and pressure groups. Amersham Town Council remains opposed to the HS2 railway route through Amersham and the Chilterns.

8.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS
No matters to discuss.
9.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
No matters to discuss.
10.
MATTERS FOR REPORT
A meeting was held recently with Gerrards Cross Parish Council to discuss the possibility of  carrying out grounds work under devolved services from Bucks CC. Mark Richardson and Shaun Grainger were due to carry out a visit to assess and cost the work involved. Members would be kept informed of the progress.
The meeting closed at 20.40
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….
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