



AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 26 APRIL 2010 
PRESENT:
            Councillor M Andrews-Reading (Chairman)



Councillor M J Phillips (Mayor)




Councillor Mrs R M Aitken

Councillor Mrs V Head

Councillor M King
Councillor MD Lacey




Councillor H Maitland-Jones




Councillor H G Newton




Councillor A J Weedon


Councillor Miss M J White

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mrs J. Wheeler – Town Clerk




Councillor R. Williams


                                  



79.
APOLOGIES: Councillors Flynn, Maitland-Jones
80.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 


Cllr M. Andrews-Reading declared a personal interest in item 7 on the agenda being a member of the Church and a personal interest in item 16 in the second part of the meeting as an acquaintance of the current internal auditor.

81.
MINUTES: 
The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 15 February 2010 were





Proposed 
Councillor M. Phillips




Seconded 
Councillor H. Newton

RESOLVED THAT:

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 15 February 2010, be confirmed as true record and signed by the Chairman 
82.
MATTERS ARISING

Cllr AJ Weedon enquired as to the progress on the Christmas lights. The Town Clerk apologised that she had not yet had a chance to become familiar with the situation. She was aware of the potential problems and was looking to address this item very shortly. 
83.
FINANCE MATTERS    

It was




Proposed
Councillor MD Lacey




Seconded 
Councillor M. King
RECOMMENDED THAT 


Financial Year 2009-10
(i)   Income and Expenditure Report period ending 28 February 2010 


(ii)  Cash flow as at 28 February 2010 

(iii) Balance sheet as at 28 February 2010 


(iv) Accounts paid to 28 February 2010

All be accepted and approved.

The provisional end of year Finance Report from the outgoing Town Clerk would be considered when the end of year figures were available. It was noted that the sum of £10,750 for playground re-surfacing had been carried over (accrued) to 2010/11 in order to obtain satisfactory quotations. 

84.
MUSIC FEST EXTRAVAGANZA AT THE ELGIVA 

The successful Amersham Band was planning a Music Fest Extravaganza at The Elgiva theatre in March 2011. They were requesting an agreement in principle for a grant of £250 to support this new venture. 
It was




Proposed
Cllr Mrs VG Head




Seconded 
Cllr M. King


RECOMMENDED THAT:

Amersham Town Council support this event with a £250 grant nearer the time.
85.
FLOWER FESTIVAL BANNER REQUEST
The Town Council had received a request from St Mary’s Church to waive the fee to display their banner on Market Hall for the week prior to the Flower Festival on 4-6 June 2010.
It was






Proposed
Cllr M. King





Seconded 
Cllr Mrs VG Head


RECOMMENDED THAT:
Amersham Town Council support this request by waiving the fee for the banner.
Cllr White wished the Town Council to consider a policy where fees are waived for charities and non-profit-making organisations to display their banners on Market Hall. This would be included on the agenda of the Annual Statutory Meeting on 17 May 2010. Cllr Mrs V G Head also requested that the monies lost to the Council by agreeing this Policy also be recorded.
86.
AMERSHAM MARTYRS COMMUNITY PLAY REQUEST
Amersham Martyrs Community Play in March 2011 celebrates the 500th anniversary of the 1st Martyr’s death. The request is for free use of the Market Hall for meetings.
It was





Proposed
Cllr H. Newton




Seconded 
Cllr Miss M. White

RECOMMENDED THAT:
The use of Market Hall be granted free subject to bookings.
87.
NEW BANNER FOR MARKET HALL

The Town Clerk had circulated two quotes for a new Banner to advertise Council events on Market Hall. The first quote from Fine Signs included a cost for re-lettering the banner to advertise new events. The second quote from Manor Signs stated that changes would be quoted on an individual basis. 

It was AGREED to defer the decision until the Town Clerk could get an indication from Manor Signs as to the possible cost of making changes. 
88.
EXCEPTIONAL HARDSHIP SCHEME CONSULTATION FOR HS2

The consultation for property owners whose properties may be affected by the proposals for a new high speed link between London and Birmingham was open for comment until 20 May 2010. The Chairman stated that Amersham Town Council should continue to ensure that Councillors and residents were kept informed. The consultation on the detailed route was expected in the autumn.
89.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS

(i) Replacement of dog waste bin at West Acres

It was






Proposed 
Cllr Mrs V G Head






Seconded 
Cllr Miss M White


RECOMMENDED THAT


The Town Council replace the dog waste bin at West Acres at a cost of £218.70 + vat.
90.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

A note was made that Bucks County Council had agreed to oppose the HS2 proposed railway route.
91.
MATTERS FOR REPORT

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had received notification from English Heritage that the War Memorial Cross and Wall Plaque in the Memorial Gardens had received Grade 11 listing status. More details was awaited.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS RESOLVED
That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.

92.
LAND ADJACENT TO ROOKWOOD LODGE
An offer of £10,000 had been made by the owner of Rookwood Lodge to the Town Council to purchase the strip of land adjacent to this property. The strip of land is approx 120 feet long and 9 feet wide and lies in the entrance to the Stanley Hill Cemetery. Mr Garner had stated that the offer included all legal, administrative and land registry costs; all costs of relocating the boundary wall and a new covenant to prevent the strip of land from being used as an extension for Rookwood Lodge.
Messrs John Nash & Co had valued the land at £15,000 whilst Mr Garner’s surveyor had valued the land at £5,000. 

Some of the Councillors had concerns over the impact on the cemetery whilst other Councillors had not recently visited the cemetery to consider this request. It was AGREED that the item be deferred until the next meeting of the F&GP Committee to allow Councillors time to pay a site visit. The Town Clerk was asked to write to Mr Garner.

93.
ADMINISTRATION OF THE MAYOR’S FUND
The Town Clerk had queried the administration of the Mayor’s Fund and the possible tax implications in treatment of expenses and funding for Mayoral projects. It was acknowledged that receipts may not be practicable on every occasion. Members felt that the Mayor should have the independence to spend his allowance without having to ask the Council permission each time. 

It was RECOMMENDED that the Mayor’s fund should be dual purpose – entitled Mayor’s Expenses and Mayoral Projects. 

94. EFFECTIVENESS AND IMPARTIALITY OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR
The Town Clerk felt the current internal auditor had done a thorough job for the last three years. However she had concerns over the fact that he was also the internal auditor for Little Chalfont Parish Council at a particularly sensitive time for the two Councils. Members felt that it was good practice to change the internal auditor every 2-3 years. Accordingly the Town Clerk was asked to call for tenders from prospective internal auditors including Mr Newhouse.
Mr Brian Woods had requested that Amersham Town Council commission a study into the regeneration project for Amersham on the Hill. Funding had been secured but it was considered that a joint commission from the Amersham Action Group and the Town Council would carry more weight. It was AGREED in principle and would be formally confirmed at the Annual Statutory Meeting on 17 May 2010. 
The meeting closed at 20.50
Chairman…………………………………. 


Date …………………………….






