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AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE
HELD ON MONDAY 03 OCTOBER 2011
PRESENT:





Councillor Mrs R. Aitken (Chairman)



Councillor Mrs J. Heydon (Vice Chairman)
Councillor Mrs M Harker (Town Mayor)



Councillor Mrs A. Lamont
Councillor MJ Phillips (Deputy Mayor)





Councillor Mrs L. Walsh



Councillor A. Seymour

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)



Cllr Mrs D. Allen



Mark Richardson (Parks Superintendant)



Mrs Vera Head



Miss Meg White



Mr Chris Rogers

Presentations on the forthcoming Jubilee Celebrations were cancelled due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control.
Cllr Harker expressed concerns over the amount of ear-marked funds to go forward to the Jubilee Celebrations. The Town Clerk was asked to calculate this amount as a percentage of the precept. The urgency for the monies was also noted and three working days would be needed to hold an Extra-Ordinary Meeting on this matter.

44.
APOLOGIES:
 

Apologies were received from Councillors A. Emmett; H. Trevette and M. Vivis.
45.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
There were no Declarations of Interest. 
46.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE APPROVED MINUTES OF 01 AUGUST 2011: Cllr Mrs Heydon raised a number of queries on the Minutes concerning the Town Map; posters for the Keep Fit activities; and the colour of the paint used on the Market Hall ceiling.
47.
REVIEW OF JUDGES’ COMMENTS ON THAMES & CHILTERNS REGIONAL JUDGING: 
Cllr Mrs Aitken read through the comments which had been circulated to Members.
48.
APPROVAL OF £350 TO PROMOTE THE STREET BUDDIES:
It was



Proposed 
Cllr Mrs A. Lamont




Seconded
Cllr A. Seymour
RECOMMENDED that

The sum of £350 be added to the Clean Up Day budget for next year. It was noted that there would be several opportunities to launch Street Buddies including Rotary’s National Clean Up Day in February; National Gardening Day in April and the ATC Clean Up Day along with the launch of Amersham in Bloom for 2012.
49.
PERMISSION TO LAY A CABLE ACROSS MEMORIAL GARDENS AND USE ATC POWER FOR THE NEW LANTERN IN MARKET SQUARE:

Cllr Phillips was concerned that this work was progressing without a full schedule of works or any evidence of the tendering process. He was also worried about any monies outstanding from the works as the information provided did not confirm the costings for completion of the project. It was confirmed that the work would take five days. It was also noted that completion of the project was the responsibility of the Old Amersham Revitalisation Group and not the Town Council. Once the project was complete, the Town Council would be able to control the power to the lantern. 
It was



Proposed 
Cllr MJ Phillips




Seconded
Cllr Mrs L Walsh
RESOLVED that

Amersham Town Council gives permission for the cable to be laid across the Memorial Gardens. The power will be taken from the Memorial Gardens Hut. The Depot would dig the trench and bill the Revitalisation Group for the work.
50.
INSTALLATION OF UP-GRADED LIGHTING IN MEMORIAL GARDENS:  
The most cost-effective time to up-grade the lighting in the gardens would be whilst the trench was dug for the Market Square Makeover. There would be a saving of around £4k in cabling and trenching costs. Sparkx had submitted a proposal to replace the existing flood light with a more attractive column to match as close as possible the new light in Market Square. Two further columns were also proposed. These would be placed along the church side of the gardens to help increase the light at the dark end, near the War Memorial, but without increasing the light for Forge End residents. 
It was 



Proposed
Cllr MJ Phillips





Seconded
Cllr A. Seymour

RECOMMENDED that

The Council go ahead with the replacement of the existing light and install a further two columns along the church side of the gardens. The cost would be £3070.62 plus vat.

51.

INSURANCE RENEWAL: 

Two quotes had been received for our general insurance which covers all ATC assets including equipment, pavilions, playground, property, woodland; the office and the Depot:
Zurich Insurance

One Year Policy 
£9500 inc premium tax ins @ 6%





Three Year Policy
£8995 inc premium tax ins @ 6%

WPS/Aviva


One Year Policy
£9416 inc premium tax ins @ 6%





Three Year Policy
£8963 inc premium tax ins @ 6%

Two other companies were invited to renew. Alliance had declined based on a lack of up-to-date information to enable them to give a competitive quotation. Shearwater Insurance had been recommended by Cllr Williams but would need time to submit a quote.

It was 





Proposed 
Cllr MJ Phillips





Seconded  
Cllr Mrs L. Walsh
RESOLVED that

Amersham Town Council would go with the cheapest quote. Shearwater Insurance Services would be given until the end of the week to submit their quote. The insurance would be renewed on the three year deal. The cheapest deal currently was WPS/Aviva @ £8963 inc premium tax insurance. 
52.
FUTURE OF THE EXTENSION TO STANLEY HILL CEMETERY: 
The Town Council owns approx. 4 acres adjacent to Willow Wood at Stanley Hill Cemetery. This land has been farmed under an agricultural tenancy but the farmer has confirmed that he no longer wishes to continue. The area will now require some form of boundary fencing or hedging. Consideration should also be given to the future of the land and whether to continue to consider a Green Burial area or to keep the land for a new ashes burial area; a separate children’s area which could cater for up to 18 years; and a future area for traditional lawn burials.
It was




Proposed
Cllr MJ Phillips






Seconded 
Cllr Mrs M Harker

RECOMMENDED to 

Approve the fencing of the area whilst the Council considers longer term use of the land. An introduction to the options were laid out in the Park Superintendent’s Report.

53.
SUCCESSFUL TENDER FOR ATC IT CONTRACT: 
The IT Working Group had met the previous week and a full Report was circulated to all Councillors.
It was




Proposed
Cllr A. Seymour






Seconded
Cllr Mrs M Harker

RESOLVED to:

Appoint Cabino Consulting on a probationary 3 month period to manage the IT computer system for ATC. This contract would begin on 17th October 2011.
54.
CONSIDERATION OF WORKING WITH BUCKS CC TO CLEAR SNOW:
With the heavy snow for the last two winters, ATC has been criticised for the condition of the paths despite having no direct responsibility. By the time the Council has been asked to assist, the snow is compacted to ice and the efficiency of the salt greatly reduced. Salt has also been in short supply from Bucks CC. Cllr Phillips suggested that salt could be supplied free of charge to parishes subject to confirmation.. 
It was




Proposed
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon






Seconded
Cllr Mrs A, Lamont

RECOMMENDED to 

Consult with Bucks CC to clarify how much ATC could legally help in this matter. Approve the purchase of a tractor-mounted spreader @ £1844 and a pedestrian spreader @£650 – total cost £2,494 in order to be prepared for the bad weather. Bucks CC would also be asked to prioritise the areas which they would want us to clear and the cost, if any, of the salt.
55.
NEW FURNITURE FOR COUNCIL CHAMBER:
The current tables in the Council Chamber had been borrowed from Market Hall and many of the chairs were old and very uncomfortable. Three quotes had been obtained for six tables and one semi –circular table and 14 chairs:

Combined Office Interiors Ltd




£2,026 + vat

Ash Interiors Ltd






£2,269 + vat

PTP Associates






£2,447 + vat

It was






Proposed
Cllr A. Seymour






Seconded
Cllr Mrs L Walsh

RESOLVED to

Order the tables and chairs from Combined Office Interiors at a cost of £2,026. It was noted that we may need to add more chairs for 15 Councillors plus office staff attending meetings. Once the Council Chamber was enlarged it may be possible to add another semi-circular table.

56.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS: 

The CDC Electoral Services Officer advised the Town Clerk that the electoral wards and boundaries in Amersham would be subject to change as proposed by the Local Government Boundary Commission’s current Consultation. ATC should have received maps and an explanatory booklet in August but these went to The Courthouse. The main change is that Amersham would go from four wards to five wards. Amersham Town would have just two Councillors reduced from five. A new ward, Amersham Common West would have three Councillors. The deadline for comments is the week commencing 10 October 2011. 
57.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS:
Cllr Phillips mentioned that residents can have their say with how Bucks CC allocates their budget. The Town Clerk mentioned the Boundary Commission for England had published its initial proposals for new constituencies in England. The deadline for response is 5 December 2011.
58.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

Italian Market – flyers printed and ready to distribute
Adizone – TC to invite the residents to attend a fundraising open day on 26 October. Letters would be sent to residents in Hyrons Lane; Woodside Close; Tylesworth Close and other adjacent roads to KGV.

Land behind Pondwicks – a meeting to be arranged between Mark Richardson and Paradigm. 

Report from Liz Walsh on the trip to Bensheim

No response from the Twinning Club here for a meeting.

Database Contact details – deferred due to absence of Cllr Trevette.

The Town Clerk mentioned that Little Chalfont Parish Council wanted to renew our contract for three years. It was agreed that a small increase would be incorporated for increased fuel and operating costs. Gerrards Cross Parish Council had agreed to give ATC at least 5 hours work a week plus one-off jobs. It was agreed to include this on the next meeting of the Establishment Committee or the Finance Committee. 

The meeting closed at 20.50pm
Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
