



AMERSHAM   TOWN   COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF

THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 8th MARCH 2010
PRESENT

          
Councillor Mrs R Aitken – Committee Chairwoman

Councillor M J Phillips (Town Mayor)

Councillor Mrs D I Allen
Councillor Mrs V G Head

Councillor M King 





Cllr Mrs A Lamont

IN ATTENDANCE
Mrs E Richardson (Deputy Town Clerk)
APOLOGIES           

Cllr M Andrews-Reading 
ABSENT NO APOLOGIES
Cllr J P Fage
39.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2010 were 

Proposed – Councillor M Phillips
Seconded – Councillor M King

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Services Committee held on the 1 February 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

40.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
41.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
42.
AMERSHAM SUMMER FESTIVAL
The Mayor reported on the progress with preparations for the Amersham Summer Festival.  A submission has been made to the Local Area Forum for funding and will be discussed at its meeting in April.  It is anticipated that the Festival will be held on Sunday 11th July only, rather than over the whole weekend.
43.
AMERSHAM CLEAN UP DAY
Cllr Aitken reported that posters for the Clean Up Day have been printed and will be circulated to Community Groups in Amersham.  Visits to local businesses in Amersham Common to request support have proved successful.  Flyers for the event will be available from the Town Council office and Councillors are asked for their support in distributing the flyers to local Community Groups.  Cllr Maitland-Jones undertook to circulate flyers to several members of the Amersham School.
44.
AMERSHAM IN BLOOM
Cllr Aitken reported that the poster for the event has been finalised and will shortly be distributed to key positions in the town.  The event will also be promoted at local community events and in the local press.  Sponsorship for the event is still being sought.  Letters will be sent to local schools by the end of March to request their participation.

45.
HANGING BASKET TREE

Cllrs Head and Allen wished their opposition to ATC funding of the hanging basket trees to be formally recorded.  After much discussion it was established that none of the budget allocation for the revitalisation of St Michaels Court and Market Square should be re-allocated for the purchase of hanging basket trees.  Cllr Head reported that although no formal plans are yet available, it is hoped that progress will be made with the revitalisation projects by the bodies concerned in the near future. It was also agreed (by a majority vote of 4 to 3) that Local Area Forum funding be sought with a view to procurement of the hanging basket trees next year.  The matter is to be reviewed for further discussion at a Community Services Meeting in Autumn 2010, when the progress of LAF funding and advancement of the revitalisation of St Michael’s Court and Market Square will be known.  It was agreed that ‘flower towers’ similar to those used last year could be rented again this summer, though it was suggested that research be done into purchasing better quality plants than those used last year.  The maintenance of the Old Town Planters was discussed and the Deputy Town Clerk was asked to check previous minutes to establish the responsibility for maintenance of the planters, with a view to these being re-planted by the Town Council.
Post-minute note -  

Minute No. 32 from the Community Services Meeting held on 28th January 2008 reads as follows: 


“Following a report from Cllr Allen from the Amersham Old Town Revitalisation 
Group it was





Proposed – Cllr Maitland-Jones





Seconded – Cllr King


Recommended 


The offer from the Old Town Revitalisation Group to fund the replacement Old Town 
Planters subject to Amersham Town Council planting is accepted” 

46.
AMERSHAM IN BLOOM PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

A feasibility report on the proposed ‘Amersham in Bloom Photographic Competition’ was read to Members and was agreed in principle, with the proviso that the youth competition be split into two age groups, and the prize money donated by the Amersham Rotary Club being divided between these age groups. 
47. CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS
The Mayor reported that the competition would be promoted at the Amersham in Bloom Launch in April and Councillors are asked to submit nominations as soon as possible.
48. PLAY-BUILDING INITIATIVE
It was agreed that a meeting be set up between Mimi Harker, Amersham Town Councillors and the new Town Clerk in order to discuss proposals for a submission to be made for funding under this initiative.

49.
BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
(i) Application to Register Land at Barn Meadow, Amersham as Town or Village Green
Members noted that the above application will be discussed at a meeting of the Bucks County Council Rights of Way Committee on 25th March 2010.  It was agreed that details of previous submissions by the Town Council be circulated to all Members for their comments, to be followed by a meeting of the Committee Chairmen in order to decide if additional remarks are to be submitted to the Rights of Way Committee.
Meeting closed at 20.39 hrs

…………………………………. Chairman                    …………………………….. Date
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