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AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT KING GEORGE V HOUSE, KING GEORGE V ROAD, 
AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2011
PRESENT:





Councillor M.J. Phillips (Deputy Mayor)



Councillor Mrs D I Allen
Councillor A. Emmett






Councillor Mrs J. Heydon



Councillor MD Lacey



Councillor Mrs A. Lamont




Councillor HG Newton



Councillor H Trevette
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)



Mrs Vera Head



Laurence Poole (Bucks Examiner)

64.
APOLOGIES:
 

Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs M. Harker OBE, N. Shepherd, Mrs L. Walsh, M. Vivis; A. Seymour, A. Williams.
65.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
There were no Declarations of Interest. 
66.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2011 – The list was circulated at the meeting.
67.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12 SEPTEMBER 2011: 
It was 



Proposed 
Cllr H. Trevette






Seconded 
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 September 2011 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
68.
MATTERS ARISING:
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon asked about whether a Schedule of Works (Minute 48) was shown to the Council prior to the work beginning on Market Square. It was confirmed that the Council had not yet seen a Schedule of Works and the Town Clerk was asked to request this along with an itemised bill from the Revite Group.





ACTION: JW
69.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES: 

Community Services Committee

It was 





Proposed 
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon





Seconded  
Cllr H. Trevette
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 03 October 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr H. Newton





Seconded 
Cllr Mrs D. Allen
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Meetings held on 19 September, 10– 31 October 2011 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr MJ Phillips





Seconded 
Cllr M. Lacey
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 07 November 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

70.
MATTERS ARISING: 
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon stated that the National Gardening Day was actually a full week.
71.
ROLE OF THE MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR IN RUNNING THE COUNCIL: 
Due to the expansion of the number of events attended by the Mayor, it was AGREED that the Deputy Mayor, would help with the day-to-day running of the office by adopting a Liaison role as a central point of contact between Councillors and staff. 
It was





Proposed
Cllr H. Newton







Seconded
Cllr A. Emmett

RESOLVED to

Change the Standing Orders to reflect this change in the administration of Council affairs. The Standing Orders would need to be approved by the Policy Committee and tabled for final approval at the Council Meeting on 23 January 2012.










ACTION: JW

72.
AGENDAS; MINUTES AND ACTIONS:
It was






Proposed: Cllr H. Trevette







Seconded: Cllr M. Lacey

RESOLVED to

Adopt the processes detailed in the Town Clerk’s Report.

73.
BENEFITS OF RECORDING MEETINGS AND CONFERENCE CALL
The two items were discussed individually. 
Recording of Meetings. There was a concern that the recording of meetings might stifle debate. In a vote for recording of future meetings, the vote was: FOR = 1; AGAINST = 5, ABSTENTION = 2.
Conference Call. The use of Conference Call could help Councillors to contribute to a meeting without attending in person. The Clerk confirmed that only those Councillors who attended the meeting would be able to vote. Some rough figures had been supplied. It would require a Policy to bring the use of Conference Call into the procedures of the various meetings of the Town Council. The vote to progress use of Conference Call: FOR = 5; AGAINST = 2; ABSTENTION = 1.                                                    
ACTION: JW
74.
BUDGET BRIEFING:  
The notes to the Budget Briefing were circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. It was agreed that the Councillors would contact the Clerk direct with any comments.










ACTION: ALL
75.
NEXT STEPS ON THE CARE OF THE WAR MEMORIAL:

Ivinghoe Builders had done a good job of carefully cleaning the memorial. The Clerk would see if the firm could provide some training for Depot staff to do the work in house in the future. The pointing will be completed next. The plaque was discussed as this was in a bad state of repair but is also Grade 2 listed. It was AGREED that the Clerk would get some costings for a new plaque and ideas for preserving the old plaque. Signage was also considered to stop children climbing on the memorial and encourage respect.











ACTION: JW

76.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:
The lighting in Raans Road was discussed. It was noted that the trees were still in need of being cut back but these were on private land as part of the industrial estate.  Discussions with the firms would be the only action we could take. The Clerk has also expressed an interest in the offer of a big screen showing live Olympic finals as part of the celebrations. The King George V Playing Field has already been identified as a potential location and the event would be seen as a flag ship occasion for the Chiltern area to celebrate the Olympics. 
77.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS:
The Clerk informed Councillors of an offer of free bunting by Bucks County Council. We would also be able to order further bunting as part of a bulk County order. Cllr Phillips said that a pack of information relating to the Jubilee and Olympic celebrations around the County will be available very soon. 
78.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

Cllr Lacey was concerned that there was only one bench on the King Geoge V Playing Field. It was agreed that any orders for new benches could be diverted to KGV rather than the Stanley Hill Cemetery in future.









ACTION: SECS/MR
Meeting closed at 8.27pm

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was agreed that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.

Items 79-81

The meeting closed at 21.10pm
Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
