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AMERSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT KING GEORGE V HOUSE, KING GEORGE V ROAD, 
AMERSHAM

ON MONDAY 23 JANUARY 2012
PRESENT:





Councillor Mrs M Harker OBE (Town Mayor)

Councillor M.J. Phillips (Deputy Mayor)



Councillor Mrs D I Allen



Councillor Mrs J. Heydon



Councillor MD Lacey



Councillor Mrs A. Lamont




Councillor HG Newton



Councillor A. Seymour

Councillor N. Shepherd

Councillor H Trevette
Councillor Mrs L Walsh

Councillor M. Vivis

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs J. Wheeler (Town Clerk)



Mrs Vera Head (Resident)
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Mrs Head queried the Minutes of the last Council Meeting. It was confirmed that the proposed change in Standing Orders had not been approved through the Policy Committee. It was also confirmed that the Policy Committee was made up of Councillors representative from the four wards on an ad hoc basis depending on the nature of the Policy being debated.

82.
APOLOGIES:
 

Apologies were received from Councillors A. Emmett and A. Williams.
83.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
There were no Declarations of Interest. 
84.
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY 2012 – The list was circulated at the meeting. Cllr Harker added two further engagements: meeting at The Chequers Inn to hear the announcement on HS2 on 10th January and a presentation on the Inspire Mark on 19th January 2012.
85.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 NOVEMBER 2011: 
It was 



Proposed 
Cllr H. Newton






Seconded 
Cllr N. Shepherd
RESOLVED that
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 14 November 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
86.
MATTERS ARISING:
There were no matters arising.

87.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES: 

Community Services Committee

It was 





Proposed 
Cllr Mrs J. Heydon





Seconded  
Cllr Mrs L Walsh
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Community Services Meeting held on 05 December 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.
Planning and Footpaths Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr H. Newton





Seconded 
Cllr N. Shepherd
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning and Footpaths Meetings held on 21 November; 12 December 2011 and 16 January 2012 be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was






Proposed 
Cllr MJ Phillips





Seconded 
Cllr Mrs L. Walsh
RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 19 December 2011 was confirmed and signed as a true record.  

88.
MATTERS ARISING: 
Cllr Shepherd asked again for a coffee machine for Councillors’ use only. The matter went to a show of hands: IN FAVOUR = 1; AGAINST = 5; ABSTENTION= 6. The Councillors have the use of the office kitchen if they wished to make themselves a hot drink at no cost.
89.
CHANGE IN STANDING ORDERS REGARDING LEADERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL: 
The Standing Orders had been altered to give the option of appointing a liaison Councillor to assist the Mayor. However, the Council agreed to defer a decision until the Policy Committee had the chance to meet and discuss the change of protocol.         
          ACTION: JW

90.
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN OLD AMERSHAM AND AMERSHAM ON THE HILL:
Celebrations in Old Town will consist of a traditional street party on Sunday 3 June 2012. A band has been booked to play in the Memorial Gardens. The road closure is in hand. Letters will go out to residents from the Amersham Society shortly. The street party will run from 12-5pm.
The Round Table has brought the Amersham Carnival forward to 2nd June. There will be another event, Amersham Jubilee Day, on Monday 04 June featuring a series of musical entertainment including the Amersham Rock Band; Chess Valley Male Voice Choir; Amersham Band (to confirm) and many more small groups of dancers and singers. There will be traditional country stalls plus the usual food and drink. I am sure the organisers of both events would appreciate help from Councillors. 









ACTION: ALL COUNCILLORS

91.
LARGE SCREEN CELEBRATIONS ON 11 AUGUST 2012
The Councillors were given the notes to the initial meeting held on this event. Although this is a joint event with all three Councils, ATC needs to consider the extent of their involvement on the day. At the moment there will be stalls on the field; seating to view the big screen; involvement of local sporting groups to show case their talent; plus picnic areas. ATC may wish to operate a hog roast; beer and pimms tent or a Mayor’s Tent for invited guests. 








ACTION: EVERYONE
92.
TO CONSIDER AN INVITATION TO BENSHEIM FOR THE JUBILEE AND OLYMPIC CELEBRATIONS:  
It was AGREED that a general invitation should be proffered to our Twin Town in Germany rather than an official invitation to the Stadt. The Town Council would contact Leony Blank and encourage the Twinning Club to extend an invitation on an informal basis to any visitors from Bensheim who wished to come over.








ACTION: JW/TWINNING
93.
CONSIDERATION OF COSTS AT THE CEMETERIES IN AMERSHAM:

A report and overview of the costs and services at our cemeteries were compared with others in the area and further afield. It was agreed to bring our fees more in line with those of Chesham Town Council. Two Councillors felt we should go for a larger increase.
It was 





Proposed 
Councillor Mrs D Allen







Seconded 
Councillor M. Lacey

RESOLVED to

Increase our purchase price of plots from £191.20 to £206.00 (Residents) and from £382.40 to £412.00 for residents. Non residents would see the prices increase from £382.40 to £412.00 and ashes plots from £115.20 to £151.00. Charges will also be introduced for Transfer of Deed of Grant at £20 (Residents) and £40 for non-residents. Charges for research to help with family history requests should be at the discretion of the secretaries. The new prices would come into effect from 01 April 2012. The secretaries would write to funeral directors and stone masons to advise them of the change.









              




ACTION: JW/SECS
94.
APPROVAL OF PRECEPT REQUEST OF £519,620
 It was






Proposed
Councillor N. Shepherd







Seconded
Councillor M. Vivis

RESOLVED to

Approve the Budget figures as previously presented and keep the precept unchanged at £519,620 for the 2012/2013 financial year.









ACTION: JW/AA

95.
MEETING DATES FOR THE 2012-2013 YEAR: 

It was





Proposed
Councillor A. Seymour






Seconded 
Councillor M. Vivis

RESOLVED to

Approve the meeting dated circulated to Councillors for the 2012-2013 year.

96.
APPROVAL OF CIVIC EVENT LIST FOR 2012:

It was AGREED to approve the Civic Event list with the addition of the Mayor’s Awards Day on Sunday 13 May 2012. It was felt that this event would sit comfortably with the Clean Up Day starting at lunchtime followed by the band concert and the Mayor’s Awards in the afternoon. It would be more cost-effective to combine the two events into one day. It would also give a chance for the Mayor to formally thank those who turn up to help on Clean Up Day and give a boost to the launch of the Street Buddies.
97.
APPROVAL OF CLERK’S MEMBERSHIP OF SLCC:

It was





Proposed 
Councillor A. Seymour







Seconded 
Councillor Mrs A. Lamont

RESOLVED to

Approve the membership of the Town Clerk to the Society of Local Council Clerks at an annual membership cost of £266.

98.
CONSIDERATION OF THE PROS AND CONS OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING:

A detailed report had been prepared by the Deputy TC and circulated prior to the meeting. The report contained emails and evidence of research carried out with other Councils – some of whom have already begun their Plans. The Councillors expressed concern that CDC were giving the parishes the “run around”. It was felt that CDC should be challenged on how supportive they were prepared to be on embracing the Localism Act. Cllr Allen was concerned that this would be an expensive and time consuming exercise with no real guarantee of the Plan being accepted. It was AGREED that our dual-hatted Councillors should question CDC’s Planning department as to what is the point of doing a Neighbourhood Plan and what would we get at the end of it. It was noted that the Vision of the Localism Act is to engage the Parishes. It was also agreed to keep this item on the agenda until resolved.

ACTION: ALL COUNCILLORS

99.
STATUS OF THE REQUESTED SCHEDULE OF WORKS FOR THE MARKET SQUARE MAKE OVER:

Cllr Mrs D. Allen gave the Council an up-date as to the last small items of “snagging” to do with this project. Most of the costings had been accumulated and the project was coming in under budget. Cllr Allen stated that not using a project manager had probably saved around 4k. Outstanding works included: sensory planting; a plaque naming the contributors to the project and some cobbles under the lantern as per the original specification. 

100.
STATEMENT FROM ATC REGARDING THE GOVERNMENT’S DECISION TO BACK HS2:

The Town Clerk read out a letter from the Transport Secretary, Justine Greening. It was encouraging members of the Community to join a Community Forum to work through the development and mitigation of the proposals. There will be community liaison teams and forums along the route from London to the West Midlands. The first meetings will be held in March. 

Amersham Town Council remains opposed to the HS2 decision and a statement to express this opposition in the strongest possible terms was agreed at the meeting apart from some minor amendments. It was also AGREED that ATC should consider the role it plays next. Some of our neighbouring parishes are perhaps more seriously affected than Amersham. There should be discussions with District and County Council and other parishes further up the line. The key was to act in unity.










ACTION: JW/CLLRS
101.
CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS:
The Clerk updated the Council on the Clerk’s liaison meeting held that morning. CDC were about to review their Open Space Strategy and keep the plan up-dated after the consultation. A new improved web site was due to be unveiled soon and there may be a chance to link as a daughter site for ATC. The planning portal is also undergoing a major change which should make it easier for Councillors and Officers to look at plans on-line and also to take a more informed look at planning activity in our area.
102.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS:
The Devolved Services funding was due to continue for the next financial year. The delegated budget would no longer be reserved just for highway projects. This fund would join with the Local Area Forums to support a wider range of projects. A forward plan to add new projects was available on the Bucks CC web site. Amersham were also due to host a short visit from the Leader of Bucks CC, Cllr Martin Tett. Cllr Shepherd wished to consider the future for the whole library site.
103.
MATTERS FOR REPORT: 

An up-date on the refurbishment of the benches was given. The Quality work was ongoing but the deadline was the end of the week. Cllr Harker said a few words about achieving the Inspire Mark and how this could make our Amersham in Bloom entry unique. It was agreed that the piano in Market Hall could be disposed of once it had been independently valued.
Part two

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was agreed that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, the  public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they include the likely disclosure of exempt information, stated to be confidential.

104.
item concerning ATC properties
105.
item concerning ATC properties
106.
item concerning ATC vehicle
The meeting closed at 21.18pm
Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………….  
